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WESTERN ZONE IN BLOOM

The Western Zone kick-off meeting on April 19 was the centerpiece of a weekend-long
First Western Zone Conference held in Denver amid springtime in the Rockies. The reg-
gae song “I Can See Clearly Now,” performed by the energetic Snowcapped Rocky
Mountain Chorus, set the mood for two-and-a-half days of refreshing guidance and
encouragement toward creating greater ties of friendship through dialogue and home vis-
itations.

The new Western Zone is made up of the Rocky Mountain and Texas/Oklahoma regions.
This kickoff marked the first time the Western Zone leaders were formally presented to
the members: Brian Matsuo, men’s division leader; Rita Risom, women’s division leader;
and Carol Goodwin, youth division leader.

Months before the conference took place, region and national leaders began to discuss
a plan of action. In turn, region leaders held discussions with area leaders to determine the
best ways to encourage the members. The result was a conference with a variety of meet-
ings — large and small — covering such topics as the temple issue, the May commemo-
rative contributions and the development of districts. They were presented in the form of
dialogues, performances and Q-and-A sessions; there were also opportunities for individ-
ual guidance. One member expressed it this way: “The national leaders home visited the
Denver and Colorado Springs area, and we’ve been energized! Our challenge now is to put
what we learned into action.”

— CRIS RISOM
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