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To mark April 28, the day
Nichiren Daishonin first
chanted Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo, and May 3, Soka Gakkai
Day, the SGI-USA is again
holding our annual May
Commemorative Contribu-
tion. Contribution dates run
from April 28–June 7. Please
check with your leaders or
your community center for
more information.

Commemorative
Contribution

In his speech marking

May 3, Soka Gakkai

Day, President Ikeda

says that continuing

undaunted toward the

goal of kosen-rufu —

the happiness of the

people — is what’s

most important.

MAY 3 FOREVER

MAY 3 MESSAGE

We’ve Only
Just Begun
From SGI President Ikeda

Congratulations on
your commemora-

tive gatherings today to
celebrate May 3, Soka
Gakkai Day.

Walt Whitman’s well-
known poem “Song of
the Open Road” begins
with the words “Afoot
and light-hearted I take
to the open road,...” and
follows with the decla-
ration “Henceforth I ask
not good-fortune, I my-
self am good-fortune....”

This poem is one of
many in Whitman’s
Leaves of Grass, an an-
thology of poetry that I
read over and over again
when I was a struggling
youth, working with all
my might to help my
mentor, Josei Toda, sur-
mount the business trou-
bles he was facing. I had
already decided to ad-
vance upon life’s open
road with Mr. Toda as

Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI

‘I trust all of you,’ SGI President Ikeda says in ‘Discussions on Youth.’ ‘I live for your happiness, for your future.’

SGI President Ikeda’s
‘Discussions on Youth’ is
published to
commemorate May 3.

Please accept this small book
as your companion on the

journey called life,” SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda writes in the preface
to Discussions on Youth, “and
live courageously in the most
important century for all hu-
mankind — the 21st century.”

Published to commemorate
May 3, Discussions on Youth,
vol. 1, is a compilation of the
dialogues among SGI President
Ikeda and high school division
leaders of the Soka Gakkai,
which have appeared in the
World Tribuneover the last sev-
eral months. Topics explored
include: love, ways of dealing
with hardships while young,
friendship, the importance of
reading literature, finding hap-

A Guidebook for Life

PLEASE SEE MESSAGE, 8

SOKA
GAKKAI

DAY

I ’d like all of you to sit back,
relax and make yourselves
right at home as I speak.
There is no need for for-

mality or pretentiousness at
Gakkai gatherings.

Earlier today, a scholar in the
United States, having heard that
we would be holding this lead-
ers meeting to commemorate
May 3, sent me a congratula-
tory fax. He cited these words of
Socrates: “There is no other pos-
session that can compare with a
good friend.” Yes, friends are in-
deed the greatest treasure.

Also quoted was the French
author Romain Rolland (1866–
1944): “True greatness is shown
in this power of rejoicing
through joy and sorrow.” A truly

great person can advance with
joy under any circumstances.

The Soka Gakkai’s goal is
kosen-rufu — realizing human
happiness and world peace by
widely spreading the philoso-
phy and ideals of Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism. We will
continue to strive earnestly for
this goal, undaunted by criti-
cism, slander or malicious at-
tempts to hinder our progress.
That is because what we are
doing is the will and decree of
the original Buddha, Nichiren
Daishonin. I proclaim that all
who energetically exert them-
selves for the cause of kosen-
rufu are genuine disciples of
the Daishonin and genuine
members of the SGI. 

Second Soka Gakkai presi-
dent Josei Toda’s guidance was
always extremely strict con-
cerning believers who failed to
undertake practical activities
for kosen-rufu, including those
whose families had belonged
to the temple’s lay organization
for generations. Once when
discussing the kind of faith that
is devoid of action or inconsis-
tent with the Daishonin’s teach-
ings, Mr. Toda declared:

A person with such faith is like
a cat that sneaks into the
kitchen and eats the leftover-
scraps of someone’s dinner.
With such faith, it will be 

PLEASE SEE FOREVER, 6
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The World
Tribune is the
weekly
newspaper of
the SGI-USA.

OUR ORGANIZATION

SGI-USA (Soka Gakkai International-USA) is an American
Buddhist organization based on the philosophy of the
Nichiren school of Mahayana Buddhism. The SGI exists in
128 countries and has its international center in Japan, where
the organization was founded in 1930. In the World Tribune,
you’ll see news of our organization both in America and in-
ternationally.

OUR PURPOSE

The SGI-USA promotes peace and individual happiness
based on Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. Our position is that
peace in the community — whether it be in a neighborhood
or the world — is inseparably linked with individuals’ hap-
piness. SGI-USA members, through their faith, are seeking
to become happier and contribute positively to society. In the
World Tribune, you’ll see experiences from members about
this process, which we call human revolution.

OUR PRACTICE

Our basic practice is chanting the phrase Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo to the Gohonzon, our object of devotion. According to
Nichiren Daishonin, the workings of the universe are an ex-
pression of the law of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. So chanting
it allows us to be in tune with our environment and create the
most value. The World Tribunecarries many study articles to
explain the practice in detail.

OUR HERITAGE

Myoho-renge-kyo is the title of the Lotus Sutra, which is the
foundation of Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. This sutra,
Shakyamuni Buddha’s highest teaching, sets forth that the
Buddha nature is inherent in all living things — all people
have the potential to become Buddhas. Nichiren Daishonin,
a Japanese priest who lived in the 13th century, championed
the Lotus Sutra and introduced the concrete way of putting it
into practice, the chanting and sharing of Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo. In keeping with the sutra’s teaching that people are Bud-
dhas, the SGI teaches that the heritage of this Buddhism is
passed from generation to generation of the people.

Contact the SGI-USA community center nearest you —
there are more than 60 across the country. (You can look

in the phone book or call our national headquarters at
(310) 451-8811.) The community center can direct you to
SGI-USA members in your town, so you can ask questions

and find out more. 
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Get Involved
Some schools, plagued by

crime, are turning to student
crime-fighting groups to help keep
the peace by patrolling campuses
and reporting potential problems. The Florida Youth
Crime Watch Association (YCWA), founded in 1974
after a 12-year-old girl was raped in her Miami neigh-
borhood, now has chapters in at least 500 schools in
16 states. After a YCWA chapter was created during
the 1993–94 school year at Miami’s largest high
school, police tracked a 40.5 percent dip in crime at
the school that year and 14 percent the following year.

Someone saw a need and worked to fill it. 
Colin Powell and others were recently in the

news celebrating the first anniversary of the Pres-
idents’Summit for America’s Future — the April
1997 gathering in Philadelphia intended to ignite
a revival of volunteerism. They are reminding
people of their goal to increase volunteerism and
by pointing out, once again, how far we have to
go and how much there is to do.

But even Colin Powell can’t change our atti-
tude or our actions about volunteerism. Not alone.

We have to do that. Us. One by one. We have
to be the ones to recognize a need and then work
together to fill it.

Volunteerism — the action of getting involved
and taking responsibility in the community —
must be a grass-roots movement. Unless we are
individually motivated, unless we recognize a
need and commit ourselves to resolving it, it
doesn’t much matter what celebrities and gov-
ernment officials urge us to do. 

In fact, the great benefit of volunteering is not
only in what it can do for the needy. It also lies in

what it can do for the volunteer.
In terms of Nichiren Daisho-
nin’s Buddhism, working for the
benefit of others is absolutely

essential to our development and our awareness
as human beings.

In his book The Seven Habits of Highly Effective
People, Steven Covey says that donating time and ef-
fort to benefit of others is the ultimate character-
builder. Volunteerism, he says, is not a process of giv-
ing, it is a process of gaining. Gaining our humanness.

Similarly, Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, first pres-
ident of the Soka Gakkai, postulated three phases
of growth: dependent, independent and contribu-
tive. We start out depending on others, like babies,
and gradually move to a stage of independence.
There are pitfalls in both these stages. As SGI
President Ikeda said: “Those possessing a strong
spirit of independence often have an equally
strong tendency to look down on others. And those
who have the capacity to respect other people may
tend to rely on others to such an extent that they
cannot discipline themselves. It must be said that
both cases represent a lack of maturity.”

Buddhism underscores the value of the con-
tributive stage. President Ikeda’s message at the
opening of Soka University of America’s graduate
school reads in part: “A person who lives a con-
tributive life neither relies on external authority nor
lapses into arrogance. In a contributive life, the
prime motivation is to contribute to the lives of oth-
ers and to the realization of their happiness.”

You might say that the spirit of volunteerism is
at the heart of our practice of Nichiren Daishonin’s
Buddhism. WT

EDITORIAL

Space and Eternal
Life

A Dialogue between 
Chandra Wickramasinghe and Daisaku Ikeda

This book probes some of the deepest aspects of our exis-
tence. As the dialogue unfolds, both the Buddhist viewpoint

and an astronomer’s view of the world are expounded, side by
side, with interesting comparisons.

Tel. (800) 626-1313 — MO #1169 — Price:



BY KAREN MORONO
LOS ANGELES

For the past five years, in lovely
Los Angeles, I have felt and

thought and — being empowered
by those thoughts and feelings —
found myself losing the race of
winning first place in my artistic
life.

This is not an untold story. We
have heard from far more talented
souls than I about the struggle in
loneliness, self-doubt and survival
of those destined to do great things
and influence great people.

I deluded myself into believing
that I needed a larger-than-life tes-
tament — a major motion picture
of my accomplishments — be-
fore I could reveal my life to oth-
ers. It is nothing like that after all.

I deluded myself into believ-
ing that I needed a larger-than-life
testament — a major motion pic-
ture of my accomplishments —
before I could reveal my life to
others. It is nothing like that after
all.

And after all, I was fine. Doing
what I did best. Up until a few
weeks ago. Until a gritty glimpse
of an honest moment in my past
broke through the ground burying
my soul. 

Through my practice, I unrav-
eled one of the secrets to my pas-
sage into freedom and prosperity
just by remembering and
earnestly seeking to evict forever
the bad tenant occupying my
house of despair. 

It was Winston Churchill
who said, “The farther you look
back, the further you have to go
forward.”

Believing in this advice, I went
there again. 

In seventh grade, I was a cham-
pion in short-distance running for
track and field for my school. I
won a great deal of races in the 50-
and 100-yard dashes. When the
interscholastic event was ap-
proaching, I was favored to win
these events.

When the anticipated day fi-
nally arrived, my confidence for
victory was in full gear. Friends,
family and classmates were ea-
gerly assuring me as if I were al-
ready the winner of my desig-
nated event. Through every
preliminary race, I ran my best
and qualified for the finals. I was
up against the fastest runners from
all over the state. I felt wonderful,
privileged, to occupy this place.

During the day, I remained fo-
cused on the goal in front of me.
The prize of winning first place in

all of the speed races was practi-
cally resting in my hands. The
runners were at the line-up for the
first of the finals in the 100-yard
dash.

It was customary to not scru-
tinize your opponents, each
coach carefully distracting and
grooming his horse for the race.

With curiosity I now know as
fear, I disobeyed my orders and
glanced over to my left. There, in
thoroughbred power, a young,
sleek, muscular, athlete from an-
other town was preparing for her
race. Spit and fire and hunger of
another competitor breathed
down my neck, and my finish line
stretched out before me in a dis-
tortion of what seemed a thou-
sand yards rather than a hundred.

We took our marks, posi-
tioned our small frames of

will, and all was quiet. The judge
drew his gun in the air and fired,
and we were off with the pit-sink-
ing feeling of anticipation and
fear and anxiety mixed in one’s
blood — and I was safely in the
lead. All I could see was the blur-
ring of bodies toward the end. I
knew I would be there first.

In seconds, though, I felt the
race-horse strength of my com-
petitor challenging mine, and al-
though my inner voice told me to
thrust forward with everything I
had, I glanced once more, over
my shoulder, and caught her in
view, leveling with my lead.

Before I knew it, my steel legs
of stamina and panther speed top-
pled underneath me, and I found
myself crumpled on the ground,
picking cinders of blood out of
my knees, hearing the moans of
my fans in the crowd in despair. I
looked ahead of me, the tears of
anguish forming on my face, and
saw her svelte black form cross-
ing effortlessly over my finish
line.

I had almost forgotten this
seemingly small event until I had
the will to go deep within to find
the answers to why I have not

found my happiness. To why I
have not found my new groove. To
why I have fallen short of even
placing myself in my own dreams.

If, as I am learning, we are re-
sponsible for all our joys and sor-
rows, and if our thoughts are pow-
erful tools that take us to our
present circumstances, and if our
actions speak louder than our
words, then the yearning to re-
veal the blocks of my own mind
through my Buddhist practice
gave me the courage to use these
tools to discover that the small,
simple metaphor of the race was
the unfinished race of my whole
life. And that now, with the con-
viction of love of myself, as well
as compassion toward others and
the grittiest urge to win all that I
have ever imagined, I can start
the race all over again and not
look back, not take my eyes off
my finish line, not give up at the
sight of forceful competition, not
think less of myself in the pres-
ence or glory of others, not judge
myself unworthy to accept the
prize, and not fall short of finish-
ing first in my race for my own
distinguished life.

I know you are expecting to
hear that I have achieved abundant
wealth, found the greatest rela-
tionship on earth, bought a new
villa in Tuscany, published my
book, stumbled onto some unbe-
lievable best-supporting role in
Wim Wenders’ next film, and
learned to pilot my new aircraft on
the side, while horseback riding
on weekends and drinking the rich
red wines from my vineyard.

But the silent strength of this
story comes from finding strength
in having not yet achieved any of
these prizes at all. With rekindled
vigor, and only after having
learned how to walk, the runner is
ready — and her new race is about
to start. WT

Lessons Learned

I am a new member of the SGI-USA, having received the Go-
honzon on Sept. 21,1997.... I am also very competitive in aca-
demics, so when I was informed about the Entrance Exam on
April 19, back in January, this was something I wanted to be
a part of....

I read the material, on my own, and just couldn’t get it. I
talked to other members and was constantly encouraged with
the advice of stop studying as if for a test. Rather, apply the
knowledge to your life, learn how this will help your life-con-
dition. Right, tell a competitor like me something like that is
like telling an athlete not to go for the gold!...

I reverted to my old ways and took the entire Friday be-
fore the exam to cram. I did much better studying this time,
in spite of myself. I DID find examples from the study mate-
rial to apply to my growth in this Buddhism....

[After the exam] I started bugging members about when
I would get my test results.... After I interrogated the fifth
or sixth member about this, a member spoke up and said:
“You don’t get it, do you?... [T]his exam is about studying.
It’s not about your score, it is to help in your seeking knowl-
edge.”... I finally understood what...others had tried to get
me to see. I was so concerned about my boastful spirit that
I almost missed the benefit. I was both humbled and elated!

Taking the Entrance Exam was more than a test of mem-
ory, it was a life’s lesson for me. I grew and was rewarded
with a new, wonderful outlook and understanding of my life
and the importance of lessons of the Daishonin’s Buddhism.

— EULAINE RANDOLPH, Southfield, Mich.

Grabbing the Dream Again
I just read Robyn Thaw’s experience in the April 3 World
Tribune. I want to thank you for this experience. It has been
very encouraging to me. As a single woman who has never
married, it has been difficult to keep the determination alive
to keep chanting for this dream of mine. I’ve been practic-
ing for 11 years and as of last year decided to let this dream
go. After reading Robyn’s experience, I have renewed my
determination to find and marry my soul mate. I needed the
encouragement.

— RAMONA WILLIAMS, St. Charles, Mo.

Thanks for the Letters
The World Tribune is here! I flipped open its “mystic” pages
seeking the nourishment it never fails to produce and
WHAMO! There was my name splattered all about the “Mail-
box” section (April 10 World Tribune). Two members I have
never met, from across the country, opened fire on me in re-
sponse to a letter I wrote (March 6 “Mailbox”) in response to
guidance I read from SGI President Ikeda. 

How encouraged I was to read the words of fellow mem-
bers who disagree with me, who want me to re-think what I
felt about President Ikeda’s guidance on reading literature.
I didn’t sense their anger or their self-righteousness about
the subject; what came shining through for me was their com-
passion for a fellow member whom they perhaps didn’t agree
with, but nonetheless, through their heartfelt words, have be-
come my good friends. I have taken some time to reflect on
what you have written and thank you for your insight. Let
the healing begin for a man whose younger years with books
may have been a painful time.

— LARRY TISH, Cambridge, Mass.

WORLD TRIBUNE

MAILBOX
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PERSPECTIVE
Photo by MARTIN COHEN

‘The runner is ready,’ says Karen Morono, ‘and her race is about to start.’

Falling Short — Not An Untold Story

If you’re interested in con-
tributing to this section, please
call us at (310) 451-8811 or e-
mail us at SokaNews@aol.com
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COURTESY OF SGI NEWSLETTER
Tokyo, April 14

SGI President Ikeda and a
noted historian today shared
memories of British historian
Arnold Toynbee and dis-
cussed the importance of
studying history. Dr. Wang
Gungwu, the director of the
East Asian Institute of the Na-
tional University of Singa-
pore, received an honorary
professorship from Soka Uni-
versity earlier in the day. 

Discussing the purpose of
studying history, President
Ikeda quoted Dr. Wang as stat-
ing that in his view the com-
pilation and study of history

has three purposes. First,
through studying its common
history, a family, community,
country or ethnic group can
strengthen its solidarity. Sec-
ond, through history, which he
characterizes as the accumu-
lation of human experience,
people can learn to judge be-
tween right and wrong and de-
termine the proper course of
action. Third, studying history
helps people come to grips
with the meaning of life and
death and, by extension, the
nature of existence.

Dr. Wang points out that
while these three purposes are
all closely related, the third,
the inquiry into issues of phi-

losophy and religion, is the
most important. The SGI
leader voiced his belief that, if
the Japanese wish to win the
trust of their Asian neighbors,
they will need to develop a
correct understanding of
Asian history, especially of
World War II.

Dr. Wang served as vice-
chancellor of the University of
Hong Kong from 1986 to 1995
and has been director of the
EAI since April 1997. Under
his leadership, the institute has
directed its attention to analyz-
ing the dynamic changes tak-
ing place in East Asia and is
aiming to become a major cen-
ter for regional studies. WT

Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

If the ancients had devised a counting method other than whole numbers,
the world would be entirely different, Dr. Victor A Sadovnichy (left) says.

Three Purposes of History

BY HELENE ANDERSON & 
JOSEPH DETORRES

CORRESPONDENTS

Tamuning, Guam, May 1–3

Guam members marked Soka
Gakkai Day with several signif-
icant events. On May 1, Gen-
eral Director Zaitsu and several
members, including Sen. Judith
Won Pat-Borja, met with Lt.
Gov. Madeline Z. Bordallo to
witness the signing of a procla-
mation designating May 3,
1998, as SGI Peace Day. Noting
the 1960 inauguration of
Daisaku Ikeda as the Soka
Gakkai’s third president, the
proclamation calls on the “com-
munity to acknowledge the
many contributions of the SGI
in their far-reaching and hu-
manistic efforts to promote
world peace and human rights.”

Later that evening, at a spe-
cial dinner, Mrs. Bordallo be-
stowed Guam’s Ambassador-at-
Large Award on SGI President
Ikeda, along with a personal let-
ter inviting him back to the is-
land for the 25th anniversary of
the SGI in 2000. Both Mrs. Bor-
dallo and her husband, the late
Gov. Ricardo J. Bordallo, at-

tended the festivities surround-
ing the SGI’s founding on Guam
in 1975. They also met with the
SGI leader during the Hawaii
convention of 1985.

On May 2, a tree planting was
held in honor of the three Soka
Gakkai presidents as well as the
late governor at the Aflleje (for-
merly Rizal) Memorial Park, the

site of the World Peace Festival
in 1975 and a bloody battle dur-
ing World War II. 

“This beach should be re-
membered not solely because
war was waged on it, but because
it was here on Guam that the
foundations for world peace and
the SGI we know today were cre-
ated,” Mr. Zaitsu said. WT

SGI President Meets With
Moscow State Univ. Rector

COURTESY OF SGI NEWSLETTER

SGI President Ikeda met with
Moscow State University Rector
Victor A. Sadovnichy on April 8
at the Seikyo Shimbun building
in Shinanomachi, Tokyo. The
two discussed plans for publish-
ing a dialogue together, tenta-
tively titled “Education for the
21st Century.” Topics they hope
to cover include their thoughts
on humanity’s future, the rapidly
advancing information age, the
role of educational institutions
and the family.

Dr. Sadovnichy is a well-
known proponent of humanistic
education. The SGI president
applauded the fact that, since be-
coming rector, he has striven to
infuse education with the high-
est artistic values based on the
belief that culture and education
must never be separated. Mr.
Ikeda also paid tribute to Dr.
Sadovnichy’s many initiatives
to maintain the high educational
standards of the university with-
out relying on government sup-
port during the trying economic
times following the dissolution
of the Soviet Union.

In their dialogue, which
ranged from literature to math-
ematics, President Ikeda asked
Dr. Sadovnichy about the con-
cept of the whole number series
(e.g., 1, 2, 3...). The Russian
scholar remarked that this is a
key point in mathematics and

one that he has been studying
with close interest. Number the-
ory, he explained, encompasses
the entire scope of human recog-
nition. Between 1 and 2, there is
1.5, and between 1 and 1.5, there
is 1.25, and so on, and these fig-
ures can be divided further ad in-
finitum. He then pointed out that
the square root of 2 also gives us
a figure that lies between the
numbers 1 and 2. But while it
can be expressed in mathemati-
cal terms, it continues dividing
without end.

Just as the universe is bound-
less and unending, Dr.

Sadovnichy said, the world of
the microcosm can also be di-
vided endlessly. Therefore, the
fundamental questions of the
world are in a sense all con-
densed between the numbers 1
and 2. He further speculated that
if ancient people had come up
with a method of counting other
than the whole number series,
human thought and civilization
would now be entirely different,
and he made the observation that
numbers are said to contain the
formula of civilizational devel-
opment. The concept of the
whole number series, he said,
touches on the very foundations
of mathematics.

During the meeting, the
Russian educator was conferred
the title of honorary professor
of Soka University. WT

piness in the workplace and
how to bring out the best in
oneself.

In the preface, written espe-
cially for this U.S. edition, Mr.
Ikeda also says:

“I cannot forget the words my
mentor, Josei Toda, said to me
about 40 years ago when I was

going through hardships. He
said: ‘Daisaku, you must go
through struggles in life. Only
by struggling can you under-
stand this faith. That’s how you
become a great person.’

“My mentor taught me every-
thing. Every morning, even on
Sundays, he tutored me in all
subjects. I studied at ‘Toda Uni-
versity.’ Now I am speaking to

all of you as Mr. Toda once
shared his knowledge with me.
That’s how this Discussions on
Youthseries began.”

Discussions On Youth will
soon be available at all SGI-
USA bookstores or call 
(800) 626-1313; mail order
#0110. Price: Just $5.00.

For Friends
and Guests
The winning life gives quick information about
practicing Nichiren Daishonin’s teachings and
addresses questions guests frequently ask.

Available at SGI-USA bookstores or order by
phone (800) 626-1313; mail order #0105. $1

GUIDEBOOK, FROM PAGE 1

Lt. Gov. Madeline Z. Bordallo of Guam signs a proclamation naming May 3,
1998, SGI Peace Day. Mrs. Bordallo also praises all SGI members’ efforts.

Guam Praises SGI’s Efforts 
During May 3 Events



BY HO GOKU

I n the sports meets planned
and organized by the youth,
Shin’ichi Yamamoto sensed
their resolve to create a re-

naissance of humanism based on
Buddhism. He sensed their spirit
to infuse society with solidarity
and shared purpose. And he an-
ticipated that continuing and de-
veloping these annual sports
events would give rise to a new,
meaningful youth movement.

While serious efforts to
spread Buddhism and earnest
dedication to Buddhist study are
important, it is equally vital that
the Soka Gakkai not become
rigid or confining, turning into a
monolithic organization devoid
of variety and diversity.

One reason that Shin’ichi
supported the sports meets was
that he wanted the young mem-
bers to appreciate that the Soka
Gakkai was like a big family, that
the members were gathering for
a sports outing in a cheerful, en-
ergetic, pleasant atmosphere.

That year’s first sports meet
— or Festival of Youth as the
meets had come to be known —
was held in the Chubu region.
On Aug. 12, 35,000 Chubu
youth gathered for the event at
the Mizuho Track and Field Sta-
dium in Nagoya. The young

men’s gymnastics team packed
the field, arranging themselves
to form the Chinese character
for tide, and the young women’s
dance team performed a special
number for the audience. Their
bright, spirited performances
were sublime expressions of
harmony and vitality.

Shin’ichi attended the meet,
and when an adapted spoon
relay began — in which two
teams, red and white, raced to a
goal while balancing basket-
balls on badminton rackets — he
rushed in and joined the red
team. With some help from
Shin’ichi’s leg-power, his team
far outdistanced the rival white
team and won. Applause rocked
the stadium.

On Aug. 24, Shin’ichi at-
tended the Chugoku Sports
Meet, and on the following day,
he viewed the first Kansai Swim
Meet. Then he attended the Kan-
sai Sports Meet on Sept. 2. That
day, sports meets were also
being held in Hokkaido, Tohoku
and Shikoku, all events that
overflowed with the strength
and energy of the young men
and women of the Soka Gakkai.

On Sept. 4, the ground-break-
ing ceremony for the new Soka
Gakkai Headquarters was held.
The new facility was being built
to replace the old one, which the

Soka Gakkai had used as a Head-
quarters for nine years since its
move from Nishi-Kanda to Shi-
nanomachi in November 1953.
Although Josei Toda had with
considerable difficulty pur-
chased the original building, an
old Western-style structure, and
had it remodeled, it only had a
floor space of 7,300 square feet.
Because of the Gakkai’s sudden
growth, it soon became too small
for large meetings.

There were already plans to re-
build the Headquarters during Mr.
Toda’s lifetime, but he had always
given priority to the construction
of the Grand Lecture Hall at the

head temple and to the building of
branch temples throughout Japan.
Shin’ichi had done the same, con-
centrating on the construction of
the Grand Reception Hall, branch
temples and finally local Soka
Gakkai facilities.

The old Soka Gakkai
Headquarters was far
too small and cramped
for an organization

with close to 3 million member
households. The building itself
was very old and rickety, mak-
ing it potentially hazardous for
large numbers of members to
gather there.

It was decided to purchase the
adjoining land, tear down the old
building, and put up a new, larger
Headquarters in its place. A mod-
ern steel-and-concrete structure
four stories high, with one story
below ground, was planned. The
lot on which it would be built
measured about a third of an acre,
of which the building would oc-
cupy 10,000 square feet.

The demolition of the old
Headquarters began on Aug. 10
and was completed before the end
of the month. The Headquarters
offices moved to the nearby
Seikyo Shimbun building for the
duration of the construction,
which was scheduled to last until
the end of August 1963.

It was raining the morning of
the ground-breaking, which got
under way at 11:00. The cere-
mony site was enclosed with the
traditional red-and-white-striped
curtain used to mark such occa-
sions. Some 200 people were
gathered, including President Ya-
mamoto, the directors, special
guests and construction company
representatives.

Facing the Gohonzon that
had been set up, the participants
joined in a ceremonial gongyo
and chanted daimoku. This was
followed by the ground-break-
ing and brief speeches by con-
struction company representa-
tives, Soka Gakkai General
Director Koichi Harayama and

several others, and, finally,
Shin’ichi. After thanking every-
one for their efforts, Shin’ichi
shared his thoughts:

“This Headquarters is where
the Soka Gakkai staff and mem-
bers will work for the sake of the
people. And it is the Soka
Gakkai’s tradition that its leader,
its president, work hardest of all.
The spirit of our presidents has
been to stand in the vanguard of
our movement for kosen-rufu,
in the vanguard of our work to
lead people to genuine fulfill-
ment and happiness, continuing
to do so until the last moment of
our lives.

“Since we have so much
work to accomplish, our Head-
quarters must be practical and
functional. I ask all the archi-
tects and builders on this project
to make every effort to ensure
that this Headquarters is conve-
nient and easy to use for both our
staff and members. A great
many members will visit the
Headquarters, so I ask that you
pay the greatest attention to
making the new building safe.

“This new Headquarters is
scheduled to be completed
around this time next year. Let
me conclude today by saying
that I look forward to seeing you
all again at that time, when we
will view and celebrate this
wonderful new building.”

The new Headquarters would
not compare in scale or grandeur
with the Grand Reception Hall.
Yet, to the Soka Gakkai mem-
bers, it was a great source of joy
and hope.

(To be continued)
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‘THE FLOWER OF CULTURE’
VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 1, PARTS 9–10

HUMAN
REVOLUTION

the new

As the Soka Gakkai youth embark on
their summer sports meets, Shin’ichi
Yamamoto reflects that the Gakkai must
never become ‘rigid or confining, turn-
ing into a monolithic organization de-
void of variety and diversity.’

A NOVELIZED HISTORY OF THE SOKA GAKKAI

Ho Goku is the pen name
of Daisaku Ikeda, who
appears in the novel as
Shin’ichi Yamamoto. The
events take place in
1962. Illustration by
Kenichiro Uchida.

THEN TELL US!
Did you recently learn something new about your practice or your life? Share it in a
“Perspective.” Have you accomplished a cherished goal? Send us your experience.
Have you been studying the Gosho and what it means to your life? Turn it into an
essay or a “Wow!” column.
Or maybe you don’t want to write, but you’ve got a great idea for a “Worldview.”
Perhaps you heard someone give a great experience.
Or maybe you just finished reading the latest issue of World Tribune and want to
get something off your chest — send a letter to “Mailbox.”
Call your region bureau chief or contact the World Tribune directly:
Address: 525 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, Calif. 90401
Telephone: (310) 451-8811        E-mail: SokaNews@aol.com

GUIDELINES

Perspective and
Worldview articles
should be 600–900
words long;
Experiences and 
Essays, around 
1000 words;
Wow! columns,
300 words;
Study articles,
500–600 words.

HAVE YOU GOT A STORY TO TELL?



possible to obtain the great ben-
efit of enlightenment or lasting
happiness. It is robber faith —
lowly, self-centered and base.

He used the term robber faith
to describe the faith of those
who, though they had the good
fortune to encounter the Go-
honzon and hear about the Dai-
shonin’s teachings, used the
Soka Gakkai for selfish ends,
doing everything they could to
avoid persecution, hardship or
criticism, playing it safe, pro-
tecting themselves at all costs.

President Toda, as I said, was
strict. If he caught a young per-
son in a lie, he would thunder:
“Since when have you become
a liar? Is that any way for a youth
to behave?!” Even Mr. Toda’s
son once exclaimed in surprise,
“When my father goes to the
Gakkai Headquarters, he’s
blasting people from morning
till night!” What an exacting
taskmaster he was.

Sadness at Treachery

I dedicated my youth and my
life entirely for the sake of the
Soka Gakkai and the cause of
kosen-rufu. Setting aside all per-
sonal ambition, I wholeheart-
edly served my mentor, Mr.
Toda.

And, if I may say so, as pres-
ident of our movement, I
worked together with all of you
to make material contributions
to the priesthood and the head
temple of a quantity and quality
unprecedented in the 700-year
history of the Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism. We also worked together
in Japan, you and I, despite
great hardships and obstacles,
to launch many individuals into
the political arena. This was out
of concern for the peace, secu-
rity and prosperity of the coun-
try.

Unfortunately, many people
have betrayed us. I know that
many of you share the same sad-
ness and regret as I at their
treachery. Nevertheless, I can
declare with confidence that
each of you who bravely exerts
yourself in doing Gakkai activ-
ities and taking leadership for
kosen-rufu, calmly overcoming
every obstacle along the way,
will enjoy immeasurable bene-
fit. I can state with certitude, too,
that each of you is in perfect ac-
cord with the Daishonin’s spirit.
Your efforts win his unre-
strained applause and approval.

What a contrast this is to
those who have betrayed and
sold out their mentor for base
profit and gain!

The most noble and respect-

worthy are the true followers of
Nichiren Daishonin, those who
are committed to the path of
faith equals life, and life as an
expression of Buddhism. In
other words, all of you.

Moreover, you have been the
driving force behind the spread
of the Daishonin’s Buddhism to
more than a hundred countries.
In the 3,000-year history of
Buddhism, you are the only ones
to have achieved the wide prop-
agation of the Mystic Law
throughout the entire world. It is
an immortal accomplishment. I
hope you will regard this as your
greatest source of pride.

No One Mentioned
World Peace

Not many people know this,
but first Soka Gakkai president
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi once
taught at what is today’s
Shibaura Institute of Technol-
ogy in Tokyo. From April to Oc-
tober 1938, one day a week, he
taught an ethics class in the De-
partment of Applied Chemistry
at the Tokyo Higher Technical
School, as the institute was then
known.

When introducing Mr. Maki-
guchi to his students, the educa-
tional affairs director said: “Mr.
Makiguchi is a great educator. I
advise you to study intently and
not miss a single word he has to
say!” Mr. Makiguchi discussed
the relative strengths and weak-
nesses of Eastern and Western
ethics and confidently offered
insightful perspectives on
ethics.

That April, when Mr. Maki-
guchi began his lectures, the Na-
tional Mobilization Law was
promulgated, enlisting all citi-
zens to work toward Japan’s war
effort. Almost overnight, the en-
tire country was geared for war.
The Japanese army was contin-
uing its atrocities in China, and
its “sworn allies” the Germans
were preparing to launch their
Jewish genocide. Nevertheless,
Mr. Makiguchi pointed out to
his students, who despised and
denigrated China, how erro-
neous and misguided their prej-
udice was.

Mr. Makiguchi always
dressed formally in a traditional
kimono and stood with a digni-
fied posture. On the final exam,
there was only one question:
“What is the purpose of life?”
Out of the possible grades of ex-
cellent, good and fair, all the stu-
dents were graded good. Mr.
Makiguchi had been stern in
class, but in grading his students
he was very generous, always
thinking of his students’ future.

Here, I think, we see the heart
of a true educator. But it’s inter-

esting that no one received a
mark of excellent. Why was
that? In explaining this to the
students, Mr. Makiguchi said
with a disappointed expression:
“It’s because there was not one
person who mentioned world
peace on the exam.”

How frustrated he must have
been! “Don’t you know the con-
cept of world peace? That’s
what I wanted to teach you.
That’s what I hoped you’d write
about in your answer!” — we
can surmise that his feelings
were something like this.

The Daishonin’s Buddhism
is concerned with the whole
world, with eternity. Mr. Maki-
guchi’s focus was the same.
What is the purpose of life? Mr.
Makiguchi believed that one’s
life must encompass a commit-
ment to world peace. This he
wished to teach.

At a time when the entire
Japanese nation was advancing
down the path of nationalism,
Mr. Makiguchi urged his young
students to dedicate their lives to
bringing a lasting peace to the
entire world. What a remarkable
teacher he was.

Because Mr. Makiguchi and
his disciple, Mr. Toda, were peo-
ple of such immense caliber,
tiny, parochial Japan with its
equally small-minded mentality
didn’t know how to deal with
them. Japan tried to get rid of
them by throwing them into
prison.

Unchanged to this day, the
Soka Gakkai’s focus remains on
the world, on eternity. Let us
serenely extend the glorious
path of value-creation to all cor-
ners of the globe, emulating the
spirit of the Daishonin, who put
Japan and the military govern-
ment of his day into proper per-
spective when he described
them as the “rulers of this little
island country” (The Major
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin,
vol. 1, p. 176).

To all our fellow SGI mem-
bers gathered today from around
the globe, comrades from the
distant past: Please accept my
warmest welcome. Thank you
for your extraordinary efforts.
How overjoyed the Daishonin
would be to see you, noble Bod-
hisattvas of the Earth from all
parts of the world!

Welcome also to the mem-
bers of the arts division.

And let me further extend my
deepest appreciation to our un-
crowned heroes, the deliverers
of the Seikyo Shimbun, the Soka
Gakkai’s daily newspaper, rep-
resentatives of whom are pre-
sent today. You are the truest,
most steadfast heroes of faith.
Thank you for your hard work
and day-to-day efforts.

Delivering newspapers is the
most laborious work. Many
shun it. Yet, you, our deliverers,
have happily volunteered to take
on this onerous task for the sake
of kosen-rufu. How admirable
and precious each of you is! Be-
cause you are up and active from
early in the morning, you are
healthier by far than others. You
begin each day in a fresh, vigor-
ous state of life. I reiterate my
deepest gratitude for all your
tireless efforts.

Today, incidentally, is the
47th anniversary of the first
issue of Seikyo Shimbun.

The Timid
Doom Themselves

The Daishonin always had a
vast, all-encompassing view of
the world and humanity, and al-
ways manifested an immense
state of life that seemed to em-
brace the entire planet from the
height of the heavenly constella-
tions. This is an important point.
This is why he could calmly look
on the sound and fury of Japan as
something infinitesimally small
and insignificant.

He further declared that all
the base, craven individuals
whose incorrigible disbelief
prevented them from taking

faith in the Mystic Law and
caused them to slander Bud-
dhism had proliferated to the
point that they became the peo-
ple of this tiny island country.
He asserted that Japan resem-
bled a land where all the peo-
ple from throughout the uni-
verse who had committed any
of the five cardinal sins had
converged.

In “Letter from Sado,” Nichiren
Daishonin writes, “The slanderers
of Buddhism who were people of
incorrigible disbelief...proliferated
until they became the people of
Japan today” (MW-1, 38). And in
“Letter to Horen,” he observes, “It
is as though all the persons
throughout the worlds of the ten di-
rections who are guilty of com-
mitting any of the five cardinal sins
[killing one’s father, killing one’s
mother, killing an arhat, injuring a
Buddha and causing disunity
among believers] were to be gath-
ered together in a single spot”
(MW-7, 120).

The people of Japan have
gone through history meekly
obeying the dictates of the rul-
ing elite, never developing true
religious faith. Wars have been
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The Daishonin’s Buddhism is concerned with
the whole world, with eternity. Mr. Maki-
guchi’s focus was the same. What is the pur-
pose of life? Mr. Makiguchi believed that
one’s life must encompass a commitment to
world peace. This he wished to teach.

◆

As direct disciples of the Daishonin, we have
summoned forth the three powerful enemies
of Buddhism. And defeating their schemes
and repelling their onslaughts, we have
carved out a great path of kosen-rufu.

◆

I hope that you will always speak the truth
boldly, saying what needs to be said, no mat-
ter whom you’re addressing. When it comes to
championing a just cause, you must never be
cowardly, never fawn, never try to curry favor.

◆

The most noble and respectworthy are the
true followers of Nichiren Daishonin, those
who are committed to the path of faith
equals life, and life as an expression of Bud-
dhism. In other words, all of you.

HIGHLIGHTS
FFRROOMM  TTHHIISS  SSPPEEEECCHH
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waged at the slightest provoca-
tion, and people of moral in-
tegrity and conviction have been
constantly targeted for persecu-
tion. This has been the norm. It
was to begin his mission for the
happiness and peace of all hu-
manity from this most woeful of
countries that Nichiren Daisho-
nin was born here.

In a letter dated May 1279,
the Daishonin writes:

Only I, of all the 4,994,828 men
and women in Japan, am thought
strange, and the other 4,994,827
persons all regard me as their
enemy.... They curse and strike
me, drive me away, and, by re-
sorting to slander, cause me to be
sentenced to exile or execution.
It is the way of the world that the
poor fawn upon the rich, the
lowly revere the eminent, and
the few follow the many. So even
those persons who chanced to
put their faith in the Lotus Sutra
are intimidated by society and
fear others, and many of them
fall into hell. This is most pitiful.
(MW-7, 152)

Those who abandon their
practice after the slightest criti-
cism or attack are not people of
genuine faith. There is nothing
more foolish or shortsighted
than abandoning faith.

President Toda declared
sternly: “We don’t need people
like that to stay in the Gakkai.
Cowards are just a hindrance to
our movement.” Today’s Soka
Gakkai was built by people who,
just as Mr. Toda strictly in-
structed, carried through with
never regressing faith amid
many tough struggles over the
years.

Please, never turn your back
on your faith.

Courage is crucial. There is
no room for faintheartedness in
faith. The timid doom them-
selves to ridicule — from their
partners, from their children,
from their friends, from the
world at large.

The Daishonin declares that
there is no place for cowards
among his disciples. President
Toda said the same thing.

In “Teaching, Practice and
Proof,” the Daishonin writes,
“Nichiren’s disciples cannot ac-
complish anything if they are
cowardly” (MW-4, 128).

And I am absolutely confi-
dent that there is not a single
coward among the SGI mem-
bers. President Toda used to
proudly boast, “As long as I’m
here and I have two or three gen-
uine disciples, I know that, even

should all those who are faint-
hearted abandon their faith, we
can still build a monumental
Soka Gakkai at any time.” I
know well what he meant when
he said this.

An Even
Stronger Reaction

The Soka Gakkai is carrying
out activities, is striving for
kosen-rufu, in exact accord with
the Daishonin’s teachings. So,
as in the Daishonin’s time, we
are subject to attack and opposi-
tion. It stands to reason.

The Lotus Sutra explicitly
states that practitioners of the
Mystic Law will encounter per-
secution, warning that they will
be cursed and spoken ill of, that
hatred and jealousy toward them
will be even more intense after
the Buddha’s passing. It pro-
claims that even during Shakya-
muni’s lifetime, resentment and
ill-feeling toward practitioners
were rife.

It is only natural that this re-
action will be even stronger and
persecution even harsher in the
defiled age of the Latter Day of
the Law.

The “Encouraging Devotion”
chapter of the Lotus Sutra says,
“There will be many ignorant
people / who will curse and
speak ill of us” (The Lotus
Sutra, p. 193). And “The
Teacher of the Law” chapter
states, “Since hatred and jeal-
ousy toward this sutra abound
even when the Thus Come One
is in the world, how much more
will this be so after his passing”
(The Lotus Sutra, p. 164).

The Daishonin repeatedly
points out in his writings that he
alone has been cursed and ma-
ligned for upholding the Mystic
Law, that he alone has been at-
tacked and persecuted by the au-
thorities, and that, but for him,
the Lotus Sutra’s prophecy
would have been a lie.

In “The Opening of the Eyes,”
the Daishonin writes: “Look
around you in the world today —
are there any priests other than
Nichiren who are cursed and vil-
ified because of the Lotus Sutra
or who are attacked with swords
and staves? If it were not for
Nichiren, the prophecy made in
this verse of the sutra [in the ‘En-
couraging Devotion’ chapter]
would have been sheer false-
hood” (MW-2 [2nd ed.], 100).

During the Daishonin’s day,
Kamakura, the seat of govern-
ment, as well as the rest of the
country, was filled with priests
of all conceivable Buddhist

schools. Their number was
huge. However, as the Daisho-
nin says, not a single one was de-
famed or repressed like he was
for practicing Buddhism in
exact accord with the Lotus
Sutra and Shakyamuni’s teach-
ing. I hope that you will all pon-
der deeply the profound signif-
icance of this.

In his famous letter “The Se-
lection of the Time,” the Dai-
shonin states:

In China and Japan in the past,
sages of outstanding wisdom
and ability have from time to
time appeared. But none, as an
ally of the Lotus Sutra, has faced
such powerful enemies within
his country as have I, Nichiren.
From the facts present before
your very eyes, it should be ap-
parent that Nichiren is the fore-
most person in the entire world.
(MW-3, 161–62)

As direct disciples of the Dai-
shonin, we have summoned
forth the three powerful enemies
of Buddhism. And defeating
their schemes and repelling their
onslaughts, we have carved out
a great path of kosen-rufu.

This has been the unrivaled
pride of Mr. Makiguchi, Mr.
Toda and myself as Soka Gakkai
presidents. It is indisputable
proof that the Soka Gakkai is the
foremost organization in the en-
tire world acting in accord with
the Buddha’s will and decree.

Never Conceding
Deadlock

Attending today’s meeting
are family members and rela-
tives of President Makiguchi
and President Toda. Thank you
all for joining us.

Even during relentless inter-

rogation sessions with prosecu-
tors for the Special Higher Po-
lice, Mr. Makiguchi refused to
be intimidated in prison. He kept
his spirit to refute erroneous be-
liefs and to state the case of
Nichiren Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism, boldly telling the truth as
it was and calling for a return to
reason and justice.

Those who know what those
times were like can appreciate
the courage that this must have
taken. According to the tran-
scripts, Mr. Makiguchi gave the
following response to a question
on what kind of teaching the
Lotus Sutra was:

Contrary to what many be-
lieve, Buddhism was not created
by Shakyamuni Buddha. The
Law is without beginning or end
— extending from the infinite
past without beginning and to
the eternal future without end —
and it is always in motion, un-
ceasingly activating all phe-
nomena in the universe. Acting
in rhythm with this Law is Bud-
dhism, is the Mystic Law.

Holding fast to Nichiren Dai-
shonin’s immortal life philoso-
phy, Mr. Makiguchi fought to
the end of his days with vibrant,
burning conviction. This spirit
never to concede defeat or dead-
lock — this is the heart of the
Mystic Law and the essence of
faith.

In response to another ques-
tion on the relationship between
the Constitution of the Empire
of Japan and the great Law of the
Lotus Sutra, Mr. Makiguchi
stated succinctly:

The teaching of the Lotus Sutra
is the great, underlying Law of
the universe. It pervades the
three existences of past, present

and future, and is absolute and
unchanging, eternal through the
ages.

Fundamentally different
from secular legal codes or
structures that may be revised
and abolished over time, it sets
forth an everlasting model of be-
havior for humankind. Conse-
quently, should humankind or
nations go against this great
Law, it would constitute an of-
fense of the gravest kind. Seri-
ous consequences in accord with
the workings of cause and effect
will follow without fail.

What a courageous state-
ment! What indomitable confi-
dence he exuded!

I hope that you will always
speak the truth boldly, saying
what needs to be said, no matter
whom you’re addressing. When
it comes to championing a just
cause, you must never be cow-
ardly, never fawn, never try to
curry favor.

A nation that acts against the
great Law and persecutes people
of virtue and wisdom, people
who are referred to in the Dai-
shonin’s writings as “sages and
worthies,” invites ruin. In light
of the formula elucidated by the
Daishonin, we can perceive the
reality of the present and predict
the future developments of such
a nation. Japan today is a good
example. Having attacked the
correct teaching, it is on a steady
path to decline. It has become a
country without promise, with-
out prospects for the future.

Though confined to a tiny,
solitary prison cell, Mr. Maki-
guchi continued to declare the
truth and the greatness of Bud-
dhism until the last moment of
his life. He cried out for the
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Socrates made many enemies in speaking out against authority and was finally sentenced to die by drinking hemlock.
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world to base itself on Buddhist
humanism and pacifism, to tran-
scend narrow-minded chauvin-
ism and nationalism. He called
for humankind to unite in a spirit
of harmony and cooperation.

Toward Next May 3

The Daishonin clearly pro-
claimed, “It is certain that
kosen-rufu will eventually be
achieved throughout the entire
world” (Gosho Zenshu, p. 816).
Seven hundred years went by.

Then, on May 3, 1951, under
glorious skies, Mr. Toda was in-
augurated the second president
of the Soka Gakkai, an organi-
zation which has inherited the
Daishonin’s true spirit. On that
same date, May 3, in 1960, I be-
came the third president at age
32. I fearlessly and confidently
embarked on leading our move-
ment forward toward the real-
ization of worldwide kosen-
rufu. In the 38 years since, I have
worked together with fellow
members around the world and
made the Daishonin’s prophecy
a reality.

The SGI has solidly opened
the noble path of worldwide
kosen-rufu, initiating the con-
struction work on this noble un-
dertaking. What, by contrast,
has the Nikken sect achieved? It
has done nothing but try to block
the path of kosen-rufu and de-
stroy all efforts to widely pro-
mote the Daishonin’s teachings.

The stage is now set for the
youth division members to make
brilliant contributions to our
movement in the 21st century.
My life has been dedicated to
preparing the way for those who
follow. I firmly believe that the
youth division’s unity and
growth will usher in a bright era
in the next century. The SGI will
come into its own.

The Daishonin declares, “If
Nichiren’s compassion is truly
great and encompassing, Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo will spread
for ten thousand years and more,
for all eternity” (MW-4, 272).
For the SGI, May 3 will forever
remain a day of fresh departure.
It is a milestone from which we
set out with courage and joy on
a victorious, unending journey
toward the future, ten millennia
hence, into eternity. This will
continue to be so.

Aiming toward next May 3,
let us begin afresh our efforts
from today.

By the way, allow me to in-
troduce Dr. Setsu Kobayashi of
Tokyo’s prestigious Keio Uni-
versity, and his wife, Yumiko,
who are attending today as spe-
cial guests. I thank them both

for joining us.

Let Our Bond
Be Even Firmer

A scholar in Europe also sent
a congratulatory message for
today’s meeting. He cites the
poem “Hermann and Dorothea”
by the German writer Johann
Wolfgang von Goethe (1749–
1832), which stresses the im-
portance of unity in a time of
upheaval:

Then let our bond...be so
much the firmer in all this

General chaos; let us
endure and continue and
hold fast

To each other, and fast to
the fine possessions we
have here.

For in an unstable time, if a
man himself is unstable

He will increase the unrest and
spread it further and further

The congratulatory message
also contained a quote from the
American poet and thinker
Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803–
82): “Never mind the ridicule,
never mind the defeat: up again,
old heart! ... there is victory yet
for all justice....”

I have received words of
support and encouragement
from all over the world. In an-
other message, a well-wisher
cited Goethe: “For what else
constitutes barbarism than fail-
ing to recognize excellence?”
There was also a quote from
The Social Contract by French
philosopher Jean-Jacques
Rousseau (1712–78): “Base
minds do not believe in great
men.” And another by Goethe:
“I refuse to say another word
about the negative attacks on
me, lest I myself grow foolish
from wrestling with foolish-
ness!”

My dearest, dearest fellow
members! Let’s rise with the
dynamic force of lions, exert-
ing ourselves with courage to
win the challenges that lie
ahead with confidence and
composure. And let’s all strive
to stay in good health and
gather together in high spirits
on May 3 next year. I am pray-
ing for your health and good
fortune and for your magnifi-
cent endeavors.

Thank you. WT

SGI President Ikeda gave this
speech at the 21st Soka Gakkai
Headquarters Leaders Meeting,
commemorating May 3, Soka
Gakkai Day, held at the Maki-
guchi Memorial Hall in Ha-
chioji, Tokyo, April 20.
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my mentor.
May 3 is a historic day in the

Soka Gakkai. On this day in
1951, Josei Toda was inaugu-
rated as the Soka Gakkai’s sec-
ond president. Inheriting the
spiritual legacy of first president
Tsunesaburo Makiguchi, who
died in prison for his beliefs dur-
ing World War II, President Toda
embarked in earnest on the task
of rebuilding the organization.

As fate or the wondrous
bonds of mentor and disciple
would have it, again on May 3,
1960, I was inaugurated as the
third Soka Gakkai president. At
the age of 32, I bravely rose to
this momentous challenge, de-
termined to fulfill the dream and
vision of my mentor.

On Oct. 2 that same year, I set
off on my first overseas guid-
ance trip with the goal of
worldwide kosen-rufu.

My foremost pledge at my in-
auguration was the same as
Nichiren Daishonin’s immortal
vow: “This I will state. Let the
gods forsake me. Let all perse-
cutions assail me. Still I will give
my life for the sake of the Law”
(The Major Writings of Nichiren

Daishonin, vol. 2 [2nd ed.], p.
174). My spirit was, if I may
rephrase the words of Whitman,
that “henceforth I seek not happi-
ness; my struggle to advance our
movement itself is happiness.”

Thirty-eight years have
passed. Without a day’s rest, I
have devoted myself to working
all out for kosen-rufu. This has
been my greatest source of joy.

On its exciting journey through-
out the world, the Buddhism of the
Daishonin has today spread to
128 countries. The presence of
SGI members around the globe,
living with vibrant hope, sig-
nals an unparalleled develop-
ment in the 3,000-year history
of Buddhism. We are a presence
that heralds the dawn of a new
era in the 21st century.

Buddhism focuses on the en-
tire world and has a perspective
of space and time as vast as the
universe itself. Nevertheless, I
am certain that without the ap-
pearance of the SGI, which faith-
fully follows the Buddha’s will
and decree, and without all your
noble efforts as the Bodhisattvas
of the Earth, the Daishonin’s
prophecy of worldwide kosen-
rufu would have remained noth-
ing more than empty words. In

addition, the SGI members’
presence verifies the Daisho-
nin’s prediction that the Buddhas
and bodhisattvas of the ten di-
rections and three existences
would gather on the earth.

The indestructible citadel of
value-creation, soka, is shining
its magnificent light on the
world. As long as we have
courageous faith, undaunted by
obstacles, the SGI will live on
and prosper eternally.

All of you have traveled the
path of pioneers alongside me,
knowing full well that many ar-
duous struggles lay ahead. We
are all linked by bonds from the
distant past. Your names will
shine forever in the annals of
human history. You, as well as
your children and descendants,
will be bathed in the undying
sun of Buddhism while jour-
neying the path of good fortune
and benefit for all time. Of this
you may be certain.

In the Gosho, the Daishonin
writes, “If Nichiren’s compassion is
truly great and encompassing, Nam-
myoho-renge-kyo will spread for
ten thousand years and more, for all
eternity” (MW-4, 272). We have
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BY HO GOKU

That day, an intrepid
lion arose. On May 3,
1951, Josei Toda was
inaugurated as the sec-

ond Soka Gakkai president. A
mighty roar for the propagation
of Buddhism — for the sake of
world peace and the happiness
of all humanity — reverberated
across the land: “I will give my
life for the propagation of Bud-
dhism! I vow to convert, through
my own efforts, 750,000 house-
holds during my lifetime!” 

He did not say, “through our
efforts.” He said, “through my
own efforts.”

When the inauguration was
over, the members lifted Mr.
Toda up off the ground and
began to toss him in the air in ju-
bilation. They did so with such
enthusiasm that his glasses al-
most fell off.

I immediately rushed over to
support and guard him in the
bustle. I vowed to protect my
mentor, who was indispensable
to the kosen-rufu movement,
under any circumstances. I can
still vividly remember the
weight of his body on my hands
as I supported him that day.

Mr. Toda never relied the
least bit on others. Katsutane
Baba, who was chapter leader of
Tokyo’s Tsukiji Chapter during
the early days of our movement,
once wrote in the Daibyaku-
renge, the Soka Gakkai study
magazine: “When President
Toda saw how slow our progress
was, he exploded at the leaders:
‘If you’re not serious about
achieving kosen-rufu, just quit
and get out! We don’t need any
cowards here. Tomorrow, just
attach a flyer describing the
benefits of the Gohonzon to a
hundred dogs, and let them
loose in Tokyo! I’ll take care of
the rest of kosen-rufu by my-
self!’”

Determined to carry on the
work of this great mentor, I rose
up resolutely as his disciple.
Many other young people fol-
lowed my example and did the
same, one after another, giving
proof to our mentor’s call.
“Youth, just one of you stand!”
he cried. “A second and a third
will definitely follow!” Under
the inspired leadership of Mr.
Toda, the youth provided the
impetus for achieving a mem-

bership of 750,000 households.
Unity is not just huddling to-

gether in a cozy flock or leaning
on one another for support. True
unity is the joint struggle of
courageous individuals who
share and put into action the
stand-alone spirit. In such unity
lies the key to achieving the un-
precedented undertaking of
kosen-rufu.

✍
Mr. Toda’s dearest wish was

for the appearance of young
people to whom he could en-
trust the mission of kosen-rufu
when he would no longer be
here. He frequently sang “Song
of Comrades,” and when he
came to the lines “I do not be-
grudge my life / But where are
the young flag bearers?” he
would look at me with a pierc-
ing gaze.

His look seemed to say: “I
am counting on you after I am
gone. Do you understand?”

✍
The beautiful blue sky

seemed to stretch on forever.
Two years had passed since Mr.
Toda’s death. On May 3, 1960,
I was inaugurated as the third
Soka Gakkai president. From
that moment on, I charged
ahead without stopping, brav-
ing raging winds and storms,
embracing in my heart the Dai-
shonin’s vow: “This I will state.
Let the gods forsake me. Let all
persecutions assail me. Still I

will give my life for the sake of
the Law” (The Major Writings
of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 2
[2nd ed.], p. 174). Nor did I ever
forget the words of my mentor:
“Kosen-rufu can be achieved
without fail if there is just one
young person willing to give his
or her life to this cause.”

Day after day, I endured
tremendous difficulties and per-
secutions, but I always led our
movement undaunted, regard-
ing persecution as the highest
honor.

The Soka Gakkai was under
heavy fire from all sides when
May 3, 1970 — my 10th an-
niversary as president — came
around. It was the same thing
with May 3, 1979, a day that
was to have marked the start of
my 20th year as president....

A few days prior to May 3,
1979, I resigned the presidency
and became honorary president
of the Soka Gakkai. Behind this
were the schemes of a group of
conspirators — a union of
treacherous members and
priests who wished to drive me
out and, once the Soka Gakkai
had no true leader for kosen-
rufu, to manipulate the organi-
zation for their own profit.

The Soka Gakkai Headquar-
ters General Meeting on May 3
that year was held at the Soka
University gymnasium, taking
place in the midst of a firestorm
of insult and defamation that
can only be described as pure
madness. The top leaders of the
Soka Gakkai could not conceal
their uncertainty and anxiety.

They were hesitant and re-
strained in their applause for me
— out of fear of incurring the
displeasure of the priests pre-
sent.

It was a sad sight indeed. No,
it was pitiful.

When I left the gymnasium
after the meeting and made my
way along a pathway outside to
another building, a group of
women’s division members
called out to me, “Sensei!”
Some of them had children with
them. It was clear that they had
been waiting for some time.
There were tears in their eyes.

“Thank you!” I said. “I hope
you are all well!” I waved vig-
orously to them and called out,
encouraging them with all my
might. And I thought: “Now,
who will protect members such
as these good people? Who will
work for their happiness? What
will happen if cruel and heart-
less animals dressed in priestly
robes begin to dictate to these
people?”

✍
I did not return to the Soka

Gakkai Headquarters at Shi-
nanomachi after the meeting but
went directly to the Kanagawa
Culture Center. I had decided
that I would begin a new strug-
gle from that Yokohama facility,
which commands a view of a
peaceful harbor stretching out
to the rest of the wide world.

On May 5, picturing my
mentor’s face, I wrote down my
pledge as a piece of calligra-

phy. I wrote the single word
“Justice.”

In the margin next to it, I
wrote, “I will carry the banner
of justice alone.”

I knew that my real struggle
was only beginning. Whatever
circumstances I found myself
in, I would fight resolutely.
Even if I was alone.

I firmly resolved in the
depths of my being that I
would triumph — in the true
spirit of the oneness of mentor
and disciple.

✍
Almost two decades have

gone by. The citadel of Kana-
gawa on that day remains as
fresh and vivid in my mind as if
it were yesterday: The harbor
stretching out to the world.
Lovely Yamashita Park, filled
with people strolling about, en-
joying the scenery. The gallant
forms of the Soka Group mem-
bers racing to and fro, their
hearts filled with a quiet, yet un-
shakable resolve.

My vow that day, to take the
lead in opening the second
chapter of the kosen-rufu move-
ment — to draw the sword of the
Law, the jeweled sword of faith,
and with it cut through all ad-
versity and triumph over evil
without fail — was the deepest
of commitments.

Today, people around the
world have great hopes for the
SGI and are warmly supporting
and applauding our endeavors.

May 3 is when a brilliant
rainbow breaks through the
dark storm of intrigue and de-
ceit and shines in the vibrant
hues of victory and glory. It is
the day we who champion the
noble cause of kosen-rufu set
out anew on our journey along
the indestructible golden path
of Buddhism that extends
throughout eternity. WT
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SGI PRESIDENT IKEDA’S ESSAY

THE DEEPEST
OF COMMITMENTS

Recalling the 1951 inauguration of Josei Toda as president of the Soka Gakkai: ‘True
unity is the joint struggle of courageous individuals who share and put into action the
stand-alone spirit,” writes SGI President Ikeda, under the pen name of Ho Goku. “In
such unity lies the key to achieving the unprecedented undertaking of kosen-rufu.”

only just begun our journey
through the 10,000 years of the
Latter Day of the Law. The real
work lies yet ahead.

The SGI has built a network
of peace, culture and educa-

tion in people’s hearts. I am
determined to redouble my ef-
forts to travel throughout the
world and continue opening
this path, taking this as my
greatest honor as a Bodhi-
sattva of the Earth.

Whitman writes in the same

poem:

Allons (let us go)! whoever you
are come travel with me!

Traveling with me you find
what never tires.

Allons! the inducements
shall be greater,

We will sail pathless and
wild seas

I hope each of you will ded-
icate yourself to your noble mis-
sion as a Bodhisattva of the
Earth, contributing to the de-
velopment of your country and

local community as an exem-
plary citizen. With the spirit that
kosen-rufu and your life are in
no way separate, may you live
all your days without regret.

Let’s show one another what
one individual can achieve in
this lifetime! WT

MESSAGE, FROM PAGE 8

In this essay series, SGI
President Ikeda uses his
pen name Ho Goku, as
he does in The New Hu-
man Revolution. This se-
ries is published as
“Thoughts on The New
Human Revolution” in
the Seikyo Shimbun.
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SGI President Ikeda gave the
following address at the joint
graduation ceremony of the
Tokyo and Kansai Soka
Junior and Senior High
Schools, March 16. President
Ikeda, the schools’ founder,
attended the ceremony at the
Tokyo campus, the
proceedings of which were
televised live to the Kansai
school via satellite.

Congratulations on your
graduation! I wish I
could present each of
you with the Founder’s

Award. For those whose grades
may not be quite up to par, per-
haps today we can get away with
blaming it on your teachers! 

Joking aside, however, it is
of course important that you
apply yourselves diligently to
your studies. At the same time,
our teachers should have the
determination and desire to
help every student achieve ex-
cellence. This is the spirit of
value-creating education as es-
tablished by Tsunesaburo
Makiguchi, the first president
of the Soka Gakkai. 

I also offer my heartfelt con-
gratulations to the families of
our graduates, along with my
sincere thanks to all the mem-
bers of the faculty and staff for
their dedication. 

Today, at the Tokyo campus,
we are honored to have with us
a delegation of guests from the

Moscow City Council, led by
Deputy Chairperson Zinaida
Duragunkina; and at the Kan-
sai campus, a delegation from
South Korea’s prestigious
Cheju National University, led
by President Cho Moon Boo.
The presence of these distin-
guished guests adds tremen-
dous significance to our grad-
uation ceremony. 

Just now, as the founder of
the Soka School System, I was
presented with a Certificate of
Special Commendation from
the Russian government com-
memorating Moscow’s 850th
anniversary. I understand that I
am the sole Japanese recipient
to date. I deeply appreciate this
great honor. Since mentor and

disciple, teacher and student,
are one and inseparable, I wish
to share this award with all the
graduates as a parting gift. I
hope all of you — both those
who received special prizes
today and those who didn’t —
will take pride in sharing this
loftiest commendation with
me. 

Those Who Fight
to the End
Will Be Victorious

The great Russian poet of the
people, Alexander Pushkin
(1799–1837), who is a particu-
lar favorite of mine, sings
Moscow’s praises in “Eugene
Onegin”:

Oh, Moscow, Moscow! I
would view 

You in my fond imagination
Moscow: those syllables

can start 
A tumult in the Russian

heart!

Over the course of its 850-
year history, Moscow, a capital
of culture and the arts, has tri-
umphed over countless ordeals.
For its courageous stand in
World War II, Moscow was hon-
ored with the title Hero City. It
is also well known how in 1812
the city withstood the invasion
of Napoleon’s hitherto invinci-
ble forces, who were finally dri-
ven into retreat. 

During the war, Moscow was
also the only city on the Euro-
pean continent that did not fall
to the fierce onslaught of Nazi
Germany. Why? The late rector
of Moscow State University, Dr.
Rem Khokhlov, whom we once
had the privilege of welcoming
to this campus, explained that
Moscow was not defeated be-
cause its citizens burned with
the powerful determination to
protect their home at any cost. 

In the future, each of you may
likewise encounter dark mo-
ments of misfortune or attack by
hostile forces. I, too, have lived
out my life amid a storm of per-
secution. But I am confident that
all of you graduating and leav-
ing these hallowed grounds
today are lions with tremendous
courage. Please challenge all
difficulties with determination
and composure. Those who per-
severe with unflagging passion
and enthusiasm always win in
the end. In contrast, those who
give up and stop trying out of
fear only wind up unhappy. 

I made my first trip to
Moscow in 1974, the year after
the founding of the Kansai Soka
Junior and Senior High Schools.
That visit elicited a barrage of
opposition and criticism from

many circles in Japan. To most
Japanese at that time, the Soviet
Union, with its vastly different
social and political systems,
seemed a very distant neighbor
indeed. In response, I pro-
claimed: “I am a humanist. I will
go wherever there are people.”
The purpose of my visit, I ex-
plained, was to promote ex-
change among ordinary people. 

At the time, tensions were
running high between the Soviet
Union and China. When I had
visited Beijing for the first time
three months earlier, the Chi-
nese were constructing an enor-
mous air-raid shelter. In the ju-
nior high schools, too, the pupils
were digging up the school
grounds to make underground
shelters. At this heartrending
sight, I resolved to do what I
could as an individual to con-
tribute to a reconciliation be-
tween the two countries. 

To take the initiative to go
where the circumstances are
most difficult, to be the first to
take on the most arduous tasks
— this is the way of life that my
mentor, Josei Toda, taught me;
this is the Soka Gakkai spirit. I
am not the least concerned or
troubled by the criticism or
scheming of corrupt, under-
handed people. 

On that first visit to the Soviet
Union, I met Soviet Premier
Aleksey Kosygin — the first of
many meetings. He assured me
on that occasion that the Soviet
Union had no intention of at-
tacking China. His words were
clear, and on my next visit to
China I conveyed to the Chinese
leaders precisely what he had
said.

I also initiated a program for
educational exchange between
Moscow State University, an in-
stitution with a proud history of
more than 200 years, and the
then recently founded Soka
University. It was, incidentally,
also Moscow State University
that awarded me my first hon-
orary doctorate, in 1975.

Since then I have received
many honorary doctorates and
professorships from universities
around the world. I have ac-
cepted these awards out of the
sole desire to see all of you con-
tinue along the global path of
trust and friendship that I have
opened, with the hope that you
will widen it and develop it as
you go. That is my sentiment.
All of my efforts are for you,
and all those after you, who will
be active in the 21st and 22nd
centuries. 

Toward that end, I hope you
will study foreign languages,
and English, in particular. With-

PLEASE SEE DEVELOP, NEXT PAGE
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Laying flowers at the foot of Moscow’s memorial to Alexander Pushkin.

Develop True Ability
and Spiritual Strength
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out a command of foreign lan-
guages, you will be left behind
in the coming century. 

My youth coincided with
World War II, and anyone
caught studying English was de-
nounced as a traitor. After the
war, I enlisted a private tutor and
tried to learn the language, but
poor health and various other
circumstances forced me to
abandon those studies. I still re-
gret this. 

I further request that the prin-
cipals and teaching faculty re-
double their efforts to help the
students of the Soka schools
learn foreign languages. As for
the students, if you find that
you’re not learning as much as
you would like to in your
classes, then I urge you to find
additional ways of gaining the
skills you seek on your own. 

Those graduating from junior
high school today will graduate
from senior high school in the
year 2001. That is the year that
the new campus of Soka Uni-
versity of America will open in
Orange County, California. I
look forward to seeing some of
you taking your places among
the members of the first class of
that new institution. 

The world is vast. I hope you
will each play an active role on
its boundless stage.

The Darker the
Night, the More
Brilliant the Spirit

I have been to Moscow six
times. I will never forget the visit
I made to the home of the Russ-
ian writer Leo Tolstoy
(1828–1910). It prompted me to
ponder the strong bond that
united the great author and the
people. 

About a hundred years ago,
when Russia was suffering a
terrible famine, Tolstoy helped
his starving fellow citizens.
Leaving his home in Moscow,
he traveled to the hardest-hit
areas and carried out relief ac-
tivities there. Tolstoy’s daugh-
ters and sons gallantly fol-
lowed his lead. They set up
facilities to provide meals for
the hungry and formed a relief
organization. They worked
with selfless dedication to as-
sist tens of thousands of suf-
fering people. Tolstoy also ap-
pealed to other countries for
aid.

The authorities, however,
grew jealous of the international
attention the author’s humani-
tarian efforts were attracting and
turned their fury on him. They
angrily condemned him for ex-
posing Russia’s plight to the

world, declaring that it seriously
undermined the Czar’s prestige
and dignity.

This is so absurd. It is a trait
of those ensnared by the devil-
ish nature of power to feel jeal-
ous when a person of true great-
ness and integrity appears. 

The authorities of Tolstoy’s
day were not the least concerned
about the welfare of the people.
Instead, they were consumed by
egotistic pride and vanity and
worried only about appearances.
They instigated the publication of
articles discrediting Tolstoy and
made him the target of base at-
tacks. They also tried to threaten
his sons. But the darker the night
of persecution became, the more
brilliantly the spiritual light of
Tolstoy and his family shone. 

I hope the students of the
Soka schools will join me in ad-
vancing with this same spirit. 

A Leader Committed
to the People

Ms. Duragunkina of Mos-
cow’s City Assembly, who is one
of our honored guests today, has
the lofty motto, “To do good —
that is our greatest happiness.”
With steadfast dedication, she
continues to extend humanitarian
assistance to orphans, to sick and
needy children of poor families,
and children and youth exposed
to radiation from the Chernobyl
nuclear power plant accident. 

Sadly, this compassionate
spirit to reach out to the less for-
tunate is entirely lacking in Japan-
ese society today. Japan has be-
come a country devoid of
generosity. Interested only in per-
sonal gain and advancement, the

so-called elite readily sacrifice
and exploit the people for their
own ends without the slightest
scruple. Such people are caught
in the grip of power’s insidious
nature. Theirs is a truly miserable
existence, and they are bound to
find themselves in the most piti-
ful circumstances one day. 

The times cry for genuine
leaders committed to serving the
people and working on the peo-

ple’s behalf. It is the mission of
the Soka schools to foster such
individuals. 

In addition to pursuing aca-
demic knowledge, we need to
ask how such knowledge can
be put to use for people’s hap-
piness. This is where wisdom
is vital. I hope all of you will
develop into outstanding hu-
manistic leaders who possess
both abundant knowledge and
vibrant wisdom. 

Advance Tenaciously

Incidentally, Cheju-do, the
island that is home to the distin-
guished Cheju National Univer-
sity, is called the Hawaii of
South Korea for its exceptional
scenic beauty. 

The island is said to have
three beauties: the beauty of the
natural environment, the beauty
of lush fruit, and the beauty of its
people’s hearts. 

Since ancient times, the peo-
ple of Cheju-do have had the
spirit to fight evil and injustice
and uphold that which is good
and just. 

In the past, Japanese forces cru-
elly invaded this beautiful island.
However, there was a great cham-
pion of Korean independence, An
Ch’ang-ho (1878– 1938), who
fought relentlessly against mili-
tarist Japan, undaunted by re-
peated imprisonment. He, like
Soka Gakkai founder Mr. Maki-
guchi, died in prison. 

An Ch’ang-ho constantly
called on his compatriots to de-
velop true ability and strength.
He urged them to do so day by
day and month by month, mak-
ing that their primary purpose.
He told them they mustn’t moan
about not having opportunity,
assuring them that if they fos-
tered true ability, there was no
limit to the opportunities they
could create for themselves. 

Cheju-do, which has today
become one of the most pros-
perous and flourishing areas of
South Korea, has certainly
shown actual proof of his
words. And Cheju National
University, under the direction
of President Cho, has been an
important driving force behind
the area’s remarkable growth. 

My ardent wish is that each
of you, the students of the Soka
schools, will develop the true
ability and strength to see
through and defeat the schemes
of ill-intentioned people. Tena-
cious effort is important. If you
persevere with patience and
tenacity, you’ll find that
tremendous energy will well
forth from the depths of your
lives. 

The courageous young Ko-
rean poet Yun Tongju (1917–45)
wrote: “Though the wind blows
fiercely, my feet remain firmly
planted on the rocky soil.
Though the water of the river
flows vigorously and unceas-
ingly, my feet remain firmly
planted on the hillside.”

May you let nothing defeat
you in your youth but advance
always with firm and steady
steps. May you always be
guided by good sense and bright
optimism, undisturbed by the
winds of praise or censure and
never swayed by fickle fads or
passing trends. It is vital that you
do not give in to defeat. 

To the west of Moscow there
stands a towering monument to
the victory of the Russian peo-
ple against Napoleon called the
Triumphal Arch. As you strive
forward with strong bonds of
friendship and a spirit of mutual
encouragement, I would like
you to build a magnificent Tri-
umphal Arch of Soka in the 21st
century. 

Whatever my circumstances
or wherever I may be, I will con-
tinue praying for your success in
your activities and your excel-
lent health. That is my un-
changing determination.

In closing, I wish to offer my
heartfelt prayers for the bound-
less prosperity of Moscow and
Cheju-do, which are both very
dear to my heart. 

Spasibo! 
Kamsahamnida! 
(Thank you very much!) WT
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Alexander Pushkin, poet of the Russian people.
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Leo and Sophie Tolstoy. When Russia suffered famine, he carried out relief
efforts to the chagrin of the government.
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BY BILL BLACKARD
NEW YORK CORRESPONDENT

On Jan. 24, the Manhattan
School of Music established a
scholarship in Marion
Feldman’s name. Her parents
and 50 of her friends and
current and past students
gathered to cheer this
remarkable cellist. During a
jubilant presentation
ceremony, the president of the
school read the following
tribute:

“Marion Feldman is a very
rare teacher. Her dedication
to her students engenders love
and loyalty that is evident in
the creation of the Marion
Feldman Scholarship. She
gives generously of her time

and energies, and her students
respond with their eagerness
to work hard and their devo-
tion to her. Their musicality,
sensitivity and confidence are
tributes to her teaching. To be
among her past or present stu-
dents is a privilege, and we
are all happy to be here today
to express gratitude to this
wonderful lady.”

When Marion Feld-
man was 6, grow-
ing up in Brook-
lyn, her mother

decided that she and her sib-
lings — two sisters and one
brother — should have a musi-
cal education. One of Marion’s
sisters chose the violin, the

other chose the bassoon and her
brother chose the piano.

Marion chose the cello — an
instrument as big as she!

Despite the cello’s intimidat-
ing size and the fact that she and
her siblings had to practice si-
multaneously in a small apart-
ment, Marion’s love of the
cello’s sound and her strong de-
sire to play led her to become
one of the most respected cel-
lists and pedagogues in the
United States.

As a young cellist, Marion
was accepted to New York’s
prestigious High School of
Music and Art. She then won a
scholarship to the renowned
Juilliard School, where she
earned her master’s degree.

After graduating in 1962, Mar-
ion began teaching and per-
forming as a freelance musician.

Although her reputation
and career were growing, she
felt that her life had no real di-
rection. She had no dreams for
the future. She was constantly
depressed.

In 1973, on the way to a job,
a fellow musician told her about
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and in-
vited her to a meeting. Marion
had been approached by other
Buddhists before and had never
been interested. But this time,
something sparked her seeking
spirit. The next week, she at-
tended her first meeting. Im-
pressed with what she heard and
desperate to become happier,

Marion began chanting and
doing activities immediately.

The friend who introduced
her encouraged her to picture
where she wanted to be in five,
10 and 20 years. She soon found
that everything she chanted for
brought her back to the mirror of
herself, face to face with her
strengths and weaknesses.

For example, Marion chanted
to perform more. Her prayers
were answered when she joined
an enormously successful piano
trio with which she played at
least 30 concerts a year. She also
had the opportunity to appear as
orchestral soloist on numerous
occasions. And she found a pi-
anist with whom she could pre-
sent sonata recitals.

At the same time, though, she
was forced to confront her over-
whelming stage fright. She
chanted to the Gohonzon to
overcome her fear and did her
best in her performances. She
soon realized that her fear had
become nonexistent.

Chanting in this way — with
a dream in her heart — Marion
is always presented with larger
and larger problems to chal-
lenge. Whether it involves help-
ing a difficult student, fighting
for a student’s acceptance at a
conservatory, finding scholar-
ship funds for a student or sup-
porting fellow Buddhists in
practice and study, Marion’s
tenacity in front of the Gohon-
zon is a source of encourage-
ment to all who know her.

With incredible consistency,
she sets goals and attains them
in her personal and professional
life. She maintains her perform-
ing career as a soloist and cham-
ber musician. She co-founded a
summer chamber music school
in Maine, which she ran for 10
years. And during those 10
years, she took 40 of her most
gifted students to perform at the
White House.

Her work has taken her to
many parts of the world, includ-
ing Taiwan and Korea, where
she has performed and taught.
And she has been invited to
teach in Bulgaria this fall. Future
plans include traveling to Bei-
jing and Shanghai.

Even though her schedule is
filled with rehearsals, perfor-
mances and teaching, Marion al-
ways finds time to hold discus-
sion meetings in her home and
constantly encourages members
to study SGI President Ikeda’s
writings to enrich their lives —
and to win, no matter what!WT

Cellist Marion Feldman pursues her dreams and challenges herself
in front of the Gohonzon. After 25 years of Buddhist practice, her

life has become one of overwhelming benefit and joy. A school has
recently established a scholarship in her name.

Photo by ANTONIO MARI

Whether helping a difficult student, finding scholarship funds, or supporting fellow Buddhists, Marion Feldman’s tenacity stems from her faith.

MARION FELDMAN , NEW YORK

A Very Rare Teacher

If you’re interested in con-
tributing to this section, please
call us at (310) 451-8811 or e-
mail us at SokaNews@aol.com
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BY LISA JONES
STAFF WRITER

The Mystic Law — the law of
cause and effect — is strict but
not rigid. It’s strict in that it’s im-
partial and can be likened to a

sharp sword that unfailingly cuts through
the fetters of darkness and delusion. Yet
one who is awakened to this Law is not
rigid. (By rigid, I mean: defining Bud-
dhism narrowly, using authority to intim-
idate sincere believers and throwing
around unfounded accusations of slander.)
Rather, the heart of the Buddha is rooted
in tolerance and compassion for people.

In a sense, Buddhist practice means to
live the Law and make the heart of the
Buddha our own.

Nichiren Daishonin uses the Japanese
word kokoroto talk about the heart of the
Buddha. While kokorocan be translated
into English as heart, on a deeper level it

can be construed to mean something
supreme yet invisible, something all-en-
compassing yet non-material. It means
intent, faith, prayer, sincerity, determi-
nation and even life.

The Daishonin writes: “This Gohon-
zon is the heart of the Lotus Sutra and the
eye of all the scriptures. It is like the sun
and moon in the heavens, a mighty ruler
on earth, the heart in a human being, the
wish-granting jewel among treasures and
the pillar of a house” (The Major Writings
of Nichiren Daishonin, vol. 5, p. 177). It
could be said that by inscribing the Go-
honzon, the Daishonin put the supreme yet
invisible heart of the Buddha — that is, his
kokoro, his life — into concrete form.

When we chant to the Gohonzon, we
develop our human qualities that we as-
sociate with the heart: passion, compas-
sion, sincerity, etc. That is, when we
“make the cause” of chanting to the Go-
honzon, one effect we receive is the en-
richment of our hearts. And because we
enrich our hearts, we can be true to the
Law without becoming rigid.

In encouraging us to tap our Buddha
wisdom, the Daishonin and SGI Presi-
dent Ikeda emphasize the quality or con-
dition of our kokoro. The Daishonin
writes: “What matters is one’s heart”

(MW-5, 289); “Faith alone is what really
matters” (MW-1, 246); and “The Lotus
Sutra states that the flower and the moon
are themselves heart and mind” (MW-1,
269). One’s heart, one’s faith and the
Mystic Law are inseparably intertwined
in the concept of kokoro.

The condition of our hearts — the ex-
tent to which we struggle to expand and
deepen them — is more fundamental
than formalities, leadership positions,
length of practice, material wealth and
educational background. What’s more,
kokoro transcends the barriers of time,
physical distance and cultural differ-
ences, allowing our hearts to touch the
hearts of others freely.

Further, President Ikeda said recently:
“The only way to attain the effect of Bud-
dhahood — that is, to become a Buddha
— is by becoming a person of the
strongest possible faith. Faith, the cause
of Buddhahood, is itself the effect of
Buddhahood. Faith is itself the embodi-
ment of the world of Buddhahood.”

At the deepest level, the Buddha’s
heart, the Mystic Law and our hearts are
one with the universe. Kokorois one way
to describe this insight.

Eight in a series

BY CRAIG GREEN
SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

This passage is part of a letter writ-
ten in 1275 to Sennichi-ama. At

the time, Nichiren Daishonin had re-
turned from his second exile, which
was to Sado Island. He had been crit-
icized and attacked by the most pow-
erful men in Japan. 

Sennichi-ama wrote to ask
about the varying degrees of slan-
der in Buddhism. Teaching others
about the correct ways of Bud-
dhism is a difficult task. It requires
not only that you understand the
teachings, but that you have the de-
sire to share the teachings with oth-
ers, no matter the consequences.
The SGI is the only organization
making efforts to share the spirit
(and not just the words) of the Dai-
shonin’s Buddhism, while at the
same time incurring slander from
others.

When the priests transferred the
Dai-Gohonzon, they issued a memo
that due to the “slanderous conduct
of Daisaku Ikeda and the Soka
Gakkai in recent years, it would serve
the true intent of our master Nichiren
Daishonin to transfer the Dai-Go-
honzon....” This memo comes from
an organization that has twice ex-
communicated more than 99 percent
of its membership (namely the SGI),
and has also gone out of its way to
strengthen its ties with Minobu,
which it previously considered
heretical.

Who’s committing slander?
Also, if the Grand Main Temple

is such a bad place, wouldn’t it
make sense to leave the area?
Wouldn’t it be considered slander
to stay there?

For going on eight years, we
have heard Nikken and company
proclaim that the SGI and SGI Pres-
ident Ikeda are slandering the Law.
Let them say what they will. What’s
most important is faith. And faith is
not something you can order from
on high or move from one building
to another. WT

Anyone who teaches the truths
of Buddhism to others is bound
to incur hatred from men and
women, priests and nuns. Let
them say what they will. (“The
Embankments of Faith,” The
Major Writings of Nichiren
Daishonin, vol. 1, p. 159)

Going On
Eight Years

BY ALISON FINNEGAN
TOKYO CORRESPONDENT

This morning, while I was drinking
coffee on my front porch, my gaze

wandered over the hill to a magnificent
structure on the edge of the forest. It is the
Makiguchi Memorial Hall, which bor-
ders Soka University in Hachioji, Tokyo,
and was built to honor Tsunesaburo Maki-
guchi, the  astonishing educator whose
philosophy of value-creation is the cor-
nerstone of the Soka legacy.

I was thinking about how this man,
born in 19th-century Japan, whose stern
face and traditional clothes at first glance
seem the antitheses of an American
woman from California, has changed the
course of my life. I first visited Soka Uni-
versity 10 years ago, when I was a college
freshman. Although I was on the campus
a mere two hours, I had an indescribably
strong desire to return one day as a teacher.

Last spring, I realized this dream: After
completing Soka University of America’s
master’s degree in second and foreign lan-

guage education, I joined the faculty of
Soka University in Japan. Now having
lived here for more than a year, I am even
more impressed with Makiguchi than I
was before. He was truly a courageous vi-
sionary who never gave up hope and al-
ways fought on the side of the people.

Makiguchi was born in a small town on
June 6, 1871. His father soon abandoned
him. Later, his mother committed suicide,
and he was taken in by an uncle. He was
too poor to attend high school, so he took
a part-time job. His diligence attracted the
attention of his boss, who later sponsored
his schooling. He eventually became an el-
ementary school teacher and, in time, a
principal. In 1928, he converted to
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism, and in
1930 he established an education society
that is now known as the Soka Gakkai.

Because of his deep religious convic-
tion, Makiguchi was imprisoned by the
Japanese military government during
World War II. His jail cell was barely the
size of a small closet, with broken windows
that exposed him to the rain and snow, and
he was given little to eat. But like the Dai-
shonin before him, he refused to compro-
mise his beliefs. He subsequently died in
that cramped cell at age 73, robbed of the
chance to fulfill his dream of creating an
educational system based on the philoso-
phy of fostering each individual. But Josei
Toda, Makiguchi’s disciple, emerged from

prison following World War II, determined
to vindicate his mentor as well as continue
his life’s work. Toda raised his own disci-
ple, Daisaku Ikeda, to realize Makiguchi’s
great vision.

As a tribute to the astounding educator,
the Makiguchi Memorial Hall now stands
majestically overlooking Soka University.
Inside, a statue of him sits peering intently
at the campus, watching over its progress.
Makiguchi believed that the purpose of ed-
ucation is to help students become happy,
and that this in turn will contribute to so-
ciety. On the opening of SUA’s graduate
school, President Ikeda sent a message as
founder that elucidated this: “A person
who lives in a self-reliant manner may
have a clearly defined sense of self and
creed, but is prey to alienation and self-ag-
grandizement. A person who lives a con-
tributive life neither relies on external au-
thority nor lapses into arrogance. In a
contributive life, the prime motivation is
to contribute to the lives of others and to
the realization of their happiness.”

My precious experiences as a student
at SUA and as a teacher at Soka Univer-
sity have enabled me to discover my true
self, expand my life and realize my pur-
pose. As a teacher, it is now my great re-
sponsibility and honor to help my stu-
dents do the same. I am striving to
actualize Makiguichi’s vision, so that his
dream will live on. WT
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COMING NEXT WEEK: The Youth Division’s ‘Seize the Day’

Through his music, Jeff Moyer works to raise the awareness of all people:
Before race, gender, ability or disability...

M
BY M. LAVORA PERRY

CLEVELAND, OHIO, CORRESPONDENT

usician, songwriter and teacher
Jeff Moyer believes that changes
during the past 20 years have
had a positive impact on the
lives of people with disabilities
in the United States. Moyer’s
fighting spirit, and that of many
others, has led us to the dawn of
a new century equipped with
mandated wheelchair-accessi-
ble buildings, Braille button
pads in elevators, technological
adaptations, and classrooms
where children without disabil-
ities are joined by classmates
who a few years ago would have
been sent to a separate room or
school. 

Even so, Moyer feels most
able-bodied people never think
about the quality-of-life barri-
ers that many of those with dis-
abilities still face every day.
That’s one message he is con-
veying through his musical
workshops and concerts.

Back in April 1977, two years
after graduating from the Uni-
versity of California at Berkeley,
Moyer was one of 150 protesters
in a 28-day sit-in at the federal
building in San Francisco. 

Most of the demonstrators
had some disability — physical,
mental or emotional. Their pur-
pose was to urge the government
to put some teeth into section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of
1973, which theoretically en-
sured equal access and opportunity
to people with disabilities but
lacked regulations to implement it.
Their efforts helped raise awareness
not only in the government but in
society at large.

Moyer, who grew up in a Cleve-
land suburb, started going blind at
the age of 5. He says his experi-
ences in California changed his life
forever. 

“As a teenager I thought of my-

self as a blind per-
son, and I was con-
cerned about is-
sues that affected
the blind commu-
nity,” he said.
“When I got to
California, I dis-
covered that there
was a much bigger
community of peo-
ple with all kinds

of different dis-
abilities. It was a
time when many
disenfranchised
groups were de-
manding their fair
chance. I began to
see myself as part
of a larger commu-
nity of disabled
people. 

“Now, I’ve en-

tered my third phase in terms of
how I view myself and the world
— I see myself as a person, and
I see others that way, too. To
view our existence in this uni-
verse any other way is an ex-
pression of loss, incomplete-
ness, I think,” he says.

Moyer credits his mother’s
suffering over his blindness and
his brother’s mental retardation
for motivating him to learn how
important it is to look positively
at everything. His father’s battle
and final victory over alco-
holism taught him to take action
against suffering. 

“My music is about giving
people opportunities to experi-
ence themselves and everyone
as whole,” Moyer says. “Some
of us can see with our eyes, some
of us see in other ways, some of
us can walk upright, some need
wheelchairs, some of us are
quick thinkers, some of us have
mental impairments, but re-
gardless of whatever else we
may be or how we do the things
we do, we’re people first.” 

We’re people first. That sim-
ple statement says it all for
Moyer. In a songbook/work-
book of the same title, on the
companion CD, and at informal
and animated concerts and
workshops with audiences of
all ages in schools or religious
settings, Moyer creates music
with a wide array of instru-
ments from around the world. 

Whether he’s strumming his
guitar while singing harmony with
himself on CD (karaoke-style),
beating a homemade drum,
whistling and wailing through a
mouth harp, or playing ancient
songs on a Native American flute,
his message is the same: 

“Don’t look at race, gender, abil-
ity or disability, but recognize our
commonness. That’s why we’re
here, that’s the lesson these life-
times can teach.” WT

WE’RE 
PEOPLE
FIRST


