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‘The New Human Revolution,’

Thanks to SGI
members' steady
efforts, the
Daishonin’s
‘Buddhism of the
sun’ is bringing
happiness to the
people of the world.
‘Patience is the key
to victory, SGI

President Ikeda says.

KRT

SGI President Ikeda gave the and four devils and the threecades ago: “The young men'’s di-
following speech at the 20th  powerful enemies of Buddhismvision may have a hard time with
Headquarters Leaders will appear to try to hinder our Buddhist study or gongyo, but
Meeting, held in conjunction progress. This accords with theour Brass Band is something
with the 9th Saitama words of the Lotus Sutra. If else! The band’s performances
Prefecture General Meeting  anything, the intensity of the never fail to uplift and energize.
and the Arts Division General onslaught of these destructivd’'m always left feeling, ‘What a
Meeting, Tokyo, March 8. forces is yet rather mild. wonderful organization the
The Soka Gakkai has nowSoka Gakkai is! I'm going to
espite the cold weatherbegun to blaze brightly with a give my all for kosen-rufu!™”
in February — the new energy and strength. The In all struggles, music is a
Soka Gakkai's proud handing over of leadership to thdorce for progress. You, the
traditional month of younger generation is also promembers of the Brass Band,
propagation — we again tookgressing steadily. The Gakkai'shave marched in the vanguard in
great strides. | would like to thankinherent strength is immortal.our movement, leading the way
you all wholeheartedly for your The future is assured. for your comrades.
tireless efforts. To the members of the Brass Another youth who wasn't a
Because of our kosen-rufuBand, thank you for your won- member once said: “The Soka
activities’dynamic momentum derful performance earlier. | re-Gakkai’'s Brass Band moves
throughout Japan, it is in-member a young men’s division

evitable that the three obstaclesnember exclaiming many de- PLEASE SEE RISING, 7

The Instant Your Destiny Changes

May 3: Soka GAKKAI

Commemorative

Day

SIGNIFICANT

DATES

Contribution

ON MILESTONES IN THE HISTORY OF
THE DAISHONIN'S BUDDHISM AND THE SGI

By MARK KAPLAN

SAN FRANCISCO CORRESPONDENT

None of you who declare nearby river, soaks her feathers,
yourselves to be my disci-and then rushes to the fire to

ples should ever be cowardly,"shake droplets of water on the
writes Nichiren Daishoninlhe flames. Over and over, she re
Major Writings of Nichiren peats her efforts, determined to
Daishonin vol. 1, p. 176). This extinguish the fire, but the fire
to me is the essence of May 3rages on.
Soka Gakkai Day. Her strenuous efforts attract
There is a Buddhist fablethe attention of a Buddhist god
about a small bird determined tovho watches and is moved ta
save her burning forest. Withouttears by the little bird’s determi-
regard for the impossibility of nation. One of the god’s tears
the task, she plunges into dalls on the fire and completely

PLEASE SEE DESTINY, 11

To mark April 28, the day
Nichiren Daishonin first
chanted Nam-myoho-renge-
kyo, and May 3, Soka Gakkai
Day, the SGI-USA will again
be holding our annual May
Commemorative Contribu-
tion. Contribution dates run
from April 28—June 7. Please
check with your leaders or
your community center for
more information.
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Heal the Sick Children

health, while others refuse to
take it because they are unable to

ince time began, it seems
hat little boys (and some
little girls) in America have in- perceive it as good.
corporated acts of violence and So the father resorts to an
even genocide into their play activities, whethexxpedient: he leaves home and sends a messen-
they call their game Cowboys and Indians, Armger to his children to announce that their father
or Cops and Robbers. This may appear norntes died. In their inconsolable grief, the sick
n to us. Kids will be kids, after all. Even if youchildren realize that the medicine their father left

Buddhist organization based on the philosophy of therefuse to buy Johnny a toy gun, that doesn't stégpgood. They take it and are healed, and the fa-

Nichiren school of Mahayana Buddhism. The SGI exists
128 countries and has its international center in Japan, wh
the organization was founded in 1930. In\Werld Tribune

in him from making an imaginary firearm out of anyher returns.
erbousehold object. Besides, it's just a game. The Buddha is analogous to the skilled physi-
Then two boys in Arkansas turned their schootian and we, the people, are analogous to the sick

you'll see news of our organization both in America and ip- yard into a shooting gallery, killing five people. children. In the depths of our grief and anguish,

ternationally.

OUR PURPOSE

The SGI-USA promotes peace and individual happine
based on Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. Our position is th
peace in the community — whether it be in a neighborho
or the world — is inseparably linked with individuals’ hap
piness. SGI-USA members, through their faith, are seek|
to become happier and contribute positively to society. In t

As incidents such as this one become mowee seek medicine — we seek a teaching that will
common, many of us are increasingly aware of thelieve suffering. “In this present age, people
deep sickness of heart that pervades our socigtpve ceased to live with powerful conviction
the lack of empathy; the cheapening of human lifeased on sound philosophy,” writes SGI President

ssoverwhelming feelings of powerlessness an#leda. “People’s life forces are waning and their

atalienation; increasingly frequent and disturbingpirits are ill.... As a result, deep in their hearts,

odexpressions of rage. people are searching for a philosophy based on
- These problems aren’t confined to America. Ithe human being, a system of thought that thor-
ngJapan, a boy decapitated a classmate. In Scarmdighly explains the potential and supreme worth

henavia, a group of children kicked another child tof each person”L(ectures on the “Expedient

World Tribune you'll see experiences from members about death. In France, young thugs commit rape, tortuxeans” and “Life Span” Chapters of the Lotus

this process, which we call human revolution.

OUR PRACTICE

Our basic practice is chanting the phrase Nam-myoho-ren
kyo to the Gohonzon, our object of devotion. According

and robbery with a sense of casual entittement.Sutra vol. 3, p. 49).

Truly, these are symptoms of a profound sick- Nichiren Daishonin taught that we live in the
ness that cannot be blamed on a single individuaime of the Latter Day of the Law — which is be-
family or culture. lieved to last 10,000 years and more — when

ge- From one point of view, it could be said that vioShakyamuni’s teachings lose their power and the
to lence against and neglect of children is at an uoriginal Buddha makes his advent to lead all peo-

Nichiren Daishonin, the workings of the universe are an ex-precedented high. Thes Angeles Timascently ple to enlightenment.
pression of the law of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. So chanting reported that more children were killed by their par- Nam-myoho-renge-kyo is the original Bud-

it allows us to be in tune with our environment and create
most value. Th&Vorld Tribunecarries many study articles tg
explain the practice in detail.

Myoho-renge-ky@s the title of the Lotus Sutra, which is the

foundation of Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism. This sutr. ;,

Shakyamuni Buddha'’s highest teaching, sets forth that
Buddha nature is inherent in all living things — all peop
have the potential to become Buddhas. Nichiren Daishon

heents, family members or caretakers in 1996 thandha. It is the excellent medicine that cures all ills.
the previous year, and serious, abuse-related injurfesd never before has it been more desperately
to children are on the rise. And global problems sudeeded. As Bodhisattvas of the Earth, our mission
as the growing child prostitution industry and femalis to be the messengers to spread this teaching
genital mutilation demonstrate that the lives of marfiroughout the world, to cure ourselves and oth-
young people are steeped in horror. ers of sickness.

This also suggests that the world is full of dis- An integral part of our mission is to cultivate
turbed, profoundly sick children of all ages.  in ourselves the qualities that are lacking in so-
the The “Life Span” chapter of the Lotus Sutra (@iety: empathy and an appreciation for the value
e portion of which we recite twice each day as paaind dignity of life. As people come to feel pow-
in,of our Buddhist practice) tells the story of a skilledrless, it's our mission to awaken ourselves and

a Japanese priest who lived in the 13th century, champiopeghysician who knows how to formulate mediethers to the inner power that all people possess.

the Lotus Sutra and introduced the concrete way of puttin
into practice, the chanting and sharing of Nam-myoho-ren
kyo. In keeping with the sutra’s teaching that people are B

dhas, the SGI teaches that the heritage of this Buddhisn

passed from generation to generation of the people.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact the SGI-USA community center nearest you —
there are more than 60 across the country. (You can look
in the phone hook or call our national headquarters at

g itcines to cure all kinds of diseases. This physicids people feel increasingly alienated, we are
ge-has many children. One day, his children drinkere to build community and harmony, to live
id-poison that makes them distraught with pain, andth a recognition of the interconnectedness of
n ishey fall writhing to the ground. all beings. And as rage is expressed in more dis-
Due to the poison, some of his children areirbing ways, we are here to show that rage has
completely out of their minds, while others are noan enlightened side. Anger can be transformed
All the children beg their father to cure them. Iminto a force for justice and good.
mediately, the father formulates a cure, saying, By propagating Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, and
“Take it and you will quickly be relieved of yourby challenging ourselves to become the kind of
sufferings and will be free of all illness.” Some opeople that we would like others to become, we
the children take the medicine and regain theaill cure the sick children of the world. [

(310) 451-8811.) The community center can direct you to ’ Publisher Fred M. Zaitsu
SGI-USA members in your town, so you can ask questions lb'ﬂrld a} Ihune Executive Editor Ted Morino
i Managing Editor Dave McNeill
and find out more. (ISSN-0049-8165) Assistant Managing Editor Lisa Carter Kirk
The World Tribune (692-720) is published week- Associate Editor Jeff Farr
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Strive To Enjoy Literature, Too

In 1990, SGI President Ikeda spoke directly to the membe

2rS,
changing the course of our organization. Though his messagSeward Hllllg has
eed-
> fearned that as long as

was clear, some chose to interpret guidance such as notn
ing to do a full gongyo when ill or tired as not needing to
it at all. | see this same tendency in statements like those

N b .
Larry Tish (March 6, “Mailbox”). Rereading President }‘Ne SlIlCBI'Ely care
Ikeda’s guidance on the importance of reading the class csabout others, our
ks

or “the great works,” | find nothing that suggests he thin
we should be force-fed these works. He clearly believes t

A
are important to expand one’s life. At the same time, he stat .
with equal clarity that we should not feel obligated to read WayS$ to mprove

such works, or to fully comprehend them.

I regularly read popular writers such as Stephen King, andSOCIety WlthOUt fall-
“classic” writers like Charles Dickens (the latter was con-
sidered a “popular writer” in his day). | also enjoy reading

President lkeda’s guidance. In all cases | take the same
proach: what is the writer trying to say to me that | can use
my life? Even the simplest thriller can provide some illumi

nation. If you only see part of the message, or twist the mes

sage out of context, you will not get the full benefit (at t
least) or cause serious harm (see the Nikken priesthood).
— NEIL CITRIN, Santa Monica, Calif.

Inresponse to Larry Tish's letter: |, too, was bored with read-practice in later years helped me

ing classics in high school and basically bored with schg
period, but there were some lessons to be learned.

One —discipline and persistence. To fight to complete a taskboth of my parents worked. We
that we don'’t see the value in helps us develop these two indisweren't rich by any stretch of

pensable traits, without which we will never succeed in life.
Two — the wisdom of elders. Maybe the elders who wis

us to read the classics know from their experience that thereny father told me stories of pri-
is value in these works. Maybe they aren't trying to make |jusvation from his World War I

suffer but are concerned with our happiness.

I would add that it was Larry’s choice that the experience teach me consideration for those
turned him off. He could have turned that experience into aless fortunate. He had seen gre:¢
variety of positive learning experiences. It was not the eventsuffering and wanted very much

but his attitude that decided the outcome. If we always re.

what we enjoyed, ate what we liked, got up when we wanted, He also taught me that every-
exercised when we felt like it, or only did whatever we wanted one is equal. Even though we
to when we wanted to, we would miss many great opportu-had a housekeeper, it was m

nities and do our mind and body a great injustice.

Remember the Face
of the Poorest Person

make lighted store signs almosformed forever.

fluorescent in appearance. | Fifteenyears later, having ex-
was getting hungry and just aperienced painful misadven-
bit chilled. My pace quickened. tures myself, | began my Bud-

Just then, | spotted a rathedhisttraining. By then, | was

large grocery store offin the dis-25 and angry at the world. |
tance with a huge fruit stand oufound the world cruel and un-
front. It was so well-lit that the just to a great extent, and it
fruit seemed to yell in all di- wasn't getting any better. Then
rections: “Buy! Buy! Get your one day, out of the blue, the
fresh fruit here!” | couldn’t re- image of that beggar came to

esprayers will reveal

of my life.
As | got closer, | noticed a

_ NEW YORK
ap

sist the sight and immediatelyme during gongyo. This time,

veered off course. | was about saw the entire scene from the
to get one of the major lessonperspective of Nam-myoho-

renge-kyo.

| recalled Soka Gakkai Pres-

beggar sitting in the shadowsjdent Toda’s strict challenge to
leaning against a dark corner offoung Daisaku lkeda, telling
that boisterous fruit stand. Hehim that if he didn't like the

in had long, matted hair and IGakkai the way it was, then he

- One of the defining traits of couldn’t tell how old he was should make it better. As | pon-
a bodhisattva is to have im-because he was filthy. It woulddered Mr. Toda’s guidance, | re-

e mense compassion for othershave been easy to miss him exalized that his directions could

Here’s my story about injustice
that | witnessed when | was 1C
years old, and how my Buddhist

There in the
olto create value. :
Growing up in Hong Kong, midst qulemﬁy
was this poor,
ent rich of wretched man,
the imagination, but were quite .
h comfortable, nonetheless. Still, IIying to content
himself with a
childhood and took pains to Piece of discarded
fruit. Even as a
child, the
ador me to learn kindness. injustice did not
escape me.

job to take out the garbage ever,

Also, to me the classics don't, as Larry said, “instruct us night. The housekeeper has
how to live” but give us the opportunity to learn from others’ probably died by now, but thecept that his hands were peel-

experiences. | would hardly consider this leading to a “mu

n-image of seeing her off at nighting what appeared to be an

dane, heavy and dry life.” | determined to finally finish read- with the trash can in my ownoverripe mango. Actually, it
ing Les Misérableshis past summer. At times it was boring hands will most likely stay with could have been any of a vari-

and difficult. At other times, entertaining and suspenseful. me for the rest of my days.
And at other times, enlightening. But all in all it was a won-

derful experience, and also gave me a greater insight into
growth of SGI President lkeda.

ety of fruit available at that

One afternoon, | went with store, but the opportunity to

theny friend to do homework atdiscern which kind had long
his house. | stayed there untipassed because the skin had

It deeply saddens me that many people today don’t read aalmost sundown, at which timegone completely black.

all, or only read gossip mags or escapist literature. In my op

ion these same individuals are easily swayed by the whimshome from his place.
of popular culture. Only by reading the wisdom of thought-

ind started my 20-minute walk The image was captivating:
There in the midst of plenty was

Back then, kids didn’t have this poor, wretched man, trying

ful and wise people can we develop into the kinds of indi- lockers in school. The rationaleto content himself with a piece of

viduals we all aspire to be — Bodhisattvas of the Earth.
— DIXON HAMBY, Bellevue, Wash.

Letters printed here do not necessarily reflect the opinions
the SGI-USA or th&/orld Tribune.

In the “Mailbox,” we will publish members’ comments),
suggestions and questions as they pertain ta\tbed Tri-
bune.Because of volume, not all letters can be printed, b
they are all read. All letters are subject to condensation.

was that if we left our books atdiscardedruit. Even as a child,
school, we were probably notthe injustice did not escape me.
doing our homework. (After | became tremendously angry.
coming to America, | discov- How could a storekeeper as
ofered that the assumption had girosperous as that one be so
least partial merit.) heartless at the same time?
Sothere I was, trudging alongCould he not part with even

in my private-school shorts andone piece of edible fruit for the
utblazer, with this huge book bagsake of a starving human
(a small suitcase, really) bang-being? How could he possibly

be applied to the world as well.
It gave me strength.

| realized that as long as |

cared about others’ welfare, my
prayers will reveal ways to im-
prove society without fail.

After testing that theory for
more than a decade, | cannot
deny the power of prayer. | know
that whatever hardships | have
yetto endure in the future, | can
face them without fear. | have
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo in my
life, and that is a powerful ally
indeed.

Caring too much will never

be a problem in our society. Our
problem is that we care far too
little. | will end with a quote
from Gandhi:

1 will give you a talisman. When-
ever you are in doubt, or when the
self becomes too much with you,
apply the following test. Recall the
face of the poorest and weakest
man whom you may have seen,
and ask yourself if the step you
contemplate is going to be of any
use to him. Will he gain anything
by it? Will it restore him to a con-
trol over his own life and destiny?
In other words, will itlead to
swaraj [self-rule] for the hungry
and spiritually starving millions?
Then you will find your doubts
and yourself melting away. (M.
K. Gandhi, inMahatma: Life of
Mohandas Karamchand Ganglhi
V. K. Jhaveri and D. G. Tendular,
Bombay: 1951-54, vol. 8, p. 89,
GE, p. 418). i

Please include signature, mailing address and telephgneing against my thigh and threat-enjoy his prosperity, being solf you're interested in con-
ening to rip my shoulder off. It miserly and mean? My hearttributing to this section, please
was getting dark and the en-ached for that beggar and in ecall us at (310) 451-8811 or e-

number. Pseudonyms and initials will not be used.

croaching twilight seemed tosingle moment, | was trans-mail us at SokaNews@aol.com
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Guam Community Center Relocates

The newly relocated Guam Community Center opened March 14 on the first floor of an office building in an area convenient to local members.
SGI-USA General Director Zaitsu attended the opening. It was on Guam on Jan. 26, 1975, that the SGI was established. At the 1975 conference, SGI
President Ikeda said to members throughout the world: ‘Please live your precious existence by sowing the seeds of the Mystic Law, that is, the seeds
of world peace, in your respective countries until the last moment of your lives. I will do the same.

Phila. Region Explores Literacy Issues

By CLAUDE LOMDEN

BUREAU CHIEF
Philadelphia, March 8

have ongoing activities to help  Dr. Susan Neuman, associatéo be held at the local commu-
our members develop their lit-professor of elementary educanity center;
eracy skills.” tion at Temple University (anda e Follow-up literacy seminar

Philadelphia Region’s first specialist in reading), stressedocusing on writing and
concrete step toward generatinghat raising the literacy level of spelling;
widespread discussion for im-children (75 percent of Philadel- e Regular meetings devoted
proving literacy among our phia children read and writeto reading and discussing SG
members was a seminar, “Exbelow grade level) requiresPresident Ilkeda’s guidance pubr
panding Our Literacy for the more than teacher or parent inlished in théNorld Tribuneand
21st Century,” last fall. volvement: community involve- Living Buddhism;

Highlighting the importance ment is necessary. e Periodic gongyo practice.
of the seminar that he coordi- After the panel discussion,

I-USA members in the nated, Ted Primus said: “As weseveral seminars were offered. With study such an integral
hiladelphia Region beganmove into the next millennium, Commenting on a gongyo prac-part of our practice of this Bud-

discussing literacy a little morewe’re bombarded with a tidal tice workshop, Wanda Peacocldhism, literacy is indispensable
than a year ago, asking suchvave of information. In order to said: “| was surprised to see scCommenting on the connection
guestions as: What can we do tmavigate and make informedmany members who have beeibetween reading and educatiory,
support those SGI-USA mem-choices, it's imperative to be lit- practicing a long time who can’t Philadelphia Region Leader
bers who have difficulty read- erate. We need to be literate, irlo gongyo! Some of them re-Carmella Menchaca offered re-
ing? And how relevant is read-all its forms, so that we can sepgquested that gongyo practicecent guidance from SGI Presi-
ing ability to the happiness ofarate the important informationbecome a regular Philadelphiadent Ikeda:
our members and the developfrom the junk. We need to de-activity.” “Education makes us free.
ment of kosen-rufu? velop our literacy in order to In the children’s literacy The world of knowledge and of

“Originally, members of the strengthen our ability to processvorkshop, Mr. Joffee addressedhe intellect is where all people
Culture Department began disand collate information — to teachers and parents aboutan meet and converse. Educa-
cussing how to help kids im-discern what is relevant fromhope. “What'’s really in crisis in tion liberates people from preju-
prove their literacy, but as wewhat is not.” our schools is hope,” he saiddice. It frees the human heart
continued to talk, concern over During the opening panel dis-“Don’t lose hope. Don't lose fromits violent passions. Itis ed-
literacy of all kinds started to cussion, Monte Joffee, the SGlconfidence. Let’s all make aucation that severs the dark fet:
emerge,” Mark Sullivan, the re- USA Culture Department’s edu-pledge never to give up on outters of ignorance about the laws
gion’s Culture Departmentcation division leader andchildren. Remember that crisisthat govern the universe.
leader, said. principal of a New York City is also opportunity.” “Finally, it is through educa-

“As we talked about literacy school, noted that literacy should The success of the literacytion that we are liberated from
education, we drew a big re-be viewed in the context of soci-seminar sparked further discuspowerlessness, from the burde
sponse from various membersety. We should take into accounsion and proposals. of mistrust directed against our-
In the past, the Culture Depart-such factors as the factthatmany These proposals, many stillselves. To awaken the abilities
ment focused on seminars t@adults have lost their “moralin dialogue and planning stagesthat have been lying dormant
support one big activity. But lit- compass,” that many kids areinclude: within. To arouse and extend the
eracy of all kinds appeals to thegrowing up with a tradition of vi- soul's aspiration to become full
needs of many people, not jusblence. For many, the lack of lit- e Regular weekly volunteer and complete. Can there be
Culture Department memberseracy is part of a larger spiritualtutoring for SGI-USA junior more sublime experience in

Basically, reading is essential
to thinking. Perhaps we can
even say that reading is a
sign of our humanity....
Reading makes us human.
— SGI President Ikeda (Nov. 14,
1997, World Tribune, p. 11)

h

a

‘Song for
Mothers' Is
Broadcast

SGI President
Ikeda's book airs
weekly on Los
Angeles-area radio.

By TED MORINO

EXECUTIVE EDITOR

A Japanese-language
broadcast series of SGI
President lkeda’s book
Song for Motherbegan on
April 5 in Los Angeles.
The series, on radio station
KALI (AM 1430), is pro-
duced by Keiko Kimura

and is broadcast Sundays

10:00-10:30a.m.Inall, 13
installments of the series
are scheduled.

At the start of each in-
stallment, Japanese singe
Chiyoko Shimakura reads
an excerpt from President
Ikeda’s poem “My Heart-
felt Salute to Mothers.” The
bulk of the narration that
follows is read by Kayoko
Kishimoto, an actress and
SGI member. Background
music and the theme song
“Song for Mothers” is pro-
vided by New York SGI-
USA member Yo Kano.

Ms. Kimura also pro-
duced the recent (April
1997—March 1998) radio
series of President Ikeda’s
“Values and Visions: Por-
traits of Global Citizens,”
which aired in several
major markets throughout
the United States in both
English and Japanese
This newSong for Moth-
ersseries, however, is so
far only to be heard in Los
Angeles in Japanese.

Nevertheless, it is ex-
pected that Mr. Ikeda’s
simple yet profound mes-
sage will encourage many|
struggling mothers and at
the same time remind the
listeners to appreciate
their own mothers.

Ms. Kimura’s goal in
producing this series, she
says, isto bring to light the
humanitarian nature and
ideals of President lkedal
to an audience, many ofi
whom are familiar only
with his name. “| want to
introduce Daisaku lkeda
as the wonderful person
he is,” she says. W]

We are now talking about how tocrisis in society, he said. and senior high school studentdife?” W]

I
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“But what is the present purpose was to carry out a re-
t > new state of education in our coun-ligious revolution.
try? More than a decade after This did not mean, how-
World War Il, our educational ever, that Mr. Toda had turned
system still lacks a clearly de- his back on or forgotten about
fined ideal or goal and contin- education. He knew that gen-
uesto stumble inthe dark. Thisuine religious revolution
is extremely lamentable.” meant human revolution;
when people were revitalized
in’ichi declared that the through faith, they would be-
ducation Department come like the rich soil from
embers had united at which an ideal society would

this time in a shared awarenesse cultivated. They would be-
of the undesirable direction in come active in all areas of so-

which Japanese education wagiety, including education,
heading. business and government, and
He continued: “I now bring forth the abundant fruits

A NOVELIZED HISTORY OF THE SOKA GAKKAI proudly declare that a long- of humanism.

P"‘ awaited beacon of hope has at While devoting his full en-
= last begun to send a brilliant ergies to achieving his mem-
E I TH E FLOWE R OF cu LTU RE' light into the darkness of bership goal of 750,000 house-
+8 Japan’s educational system.holds, thus securing a solid
' VOLUME 7, CHAPTER 1, PARTS 1-2 We possess the noble princi-foundation for the Soka
ples formulated by that great Gakkai's continued develop-

educational pioneer, our first ment, Mr. Toda confided to

g - president, Tsunesaburo Maki- Shin’ichi in great detail his

As volume 7 begins, Shin‘ichi Yamamoto guchi. And we have many fine hopes and visions for the fu-
educators who have trans-ture. “As Mr. Makiguchi's dis-

encoufages members of the S(_)ka formed their lives through ciple,” he said, “I want to earn
Gakkai’'s newly formed Education faith in the Mystic Law, world recognitionfor my men-
e . through the ongoing processtor’'s wonderful educational
Dep_artment teachers he h°pes will of human revolution. philosophy. Someday, we must
enlighten the darkness of Japan’s “The effectiveness of edu- form an Education Depart-
H cation is determined by the ment in our organization to
educational system. substance of its ideals, thecontribute to society through
character of its teachers. | amthe humanistic educational
convinced that our Education methods set forth by Mr.

Department members are trueMakiguchi.”

educators, who possess both On Nov. 18, 1953, the 10th
the superb educational princi- memorial [ninth anniversary]
By HO GOKU those seeds quickly sprouted Kiyohara was then named theples entrusted to us by Mr. of Mr. Makiguchi’'s death, Mr.

In the field of politics, the department chief, and, on JuneMakiguchi and outstanding Toda published his mentor’s

Great religion always Clean Government (Komei) 10, some 300 teachers assemhuman qualities honed through Theory of Valuealso having it

\=

gives birth to great cul- Political Federation was offi- bled at the Soka Gakkai Head-their Buddhist practice. translated into English and dis-
ture. This is an unfail- cially launched in January, quarters for the Education De- “I hope that, as practitioners tributed to universities and re-

ing law of history. while July saw the formation of partment’s inaugural meeting. of the Mystic Law, they willbe search centers overseas — a

When the spring sun melts the parliamentary Clean Gov- In his editorial for the July firmly committed to actualiz- manifestation of his resolve to
the winter snows and stirs ernment Group (Komei-kai). 1961 issue of the Sokaing the unsurpassed teachinganake Makiguchi's educational
awake the sleeping earth,In the sphere of scholarship,Gakkai’'s monthly study jour- of Nichiren Daishonin based theories and methods known as
young shoots push forth andthe Oriental Science Institute nal, Daibyakurengewhich he on the principle that immea- widely as possible in the world.
grow, eventually bursting into (later the Institute of Oriental titled “The Mission of the Cul- surable meanings derive from Shin’ichi had taken Mr.
brilliant flower. In the same Philosophy) was established inture Bureau,” Shin’ichi shared the one Law [from the Sutra of Toda’s words about founding
way, when the compassionateJanuary as an independent buhis high expectations for the Immeasurable Meanings] andan Education Department to
light of Buddhism thaws the related organization. And in activities of the bureau’s Edu- will advance boldly, confident heart. He waited many years
frozen ground of the human November, the institute’s jour- cation Department. that they are pioneering greatuntil at last the time was right
heart, bringing it back to life, nal, Oriental Sciencebegan “The true spirit ofrissho new frontiers as educators. Ito carry out his mentor’s wish.
an exquisite flower blossoms publication. ankoku[securing the peace of also hope they will never for- After founding the department,
as a truly humane culture. On Aug. 1, some 1,000 ed-the land through propagationget their role, not only as su- he sought opportunities to

The wide propagation of the ucators gathered at the Sugi-of true Buddhism]” he wrote, perlative teachers in the class-meet with its members and en-
Daishonin’s teaching is a nami Civic Hall in Tokyo for “isto strive, based on Buddhistroom but as educators of courage them.
noble undertaking toward the Soka Gakkai’s historic 1stideals, for the realization of a profound humanism, who are
transforming the world into a Education Department Na- peaceful land that combines in-dedicated to working among (To be continued)
beautiful realm of peace andtional Convention. Shin’ichi dividual happiness with social the people and guiding them
culture. An undertaking based met this day with great excite- prosperity.” toward true happiness.”
on human revolution, on pro- ment. He gazed upon the seaof Sounding a note of warning, The Education Depart-
found transformation in the faces in the audience from hishe said: “From ancient times to ment'’s establishment also ful-
lives of human beings, who arevantage point on the hall’s the present, in every nation andfilled the wishes of Shin’ichi’s
ultimately responsible for all stage. The teachers’faces eaclivilization around the world, late mentor, Josei Toda. When

Translation of parts 1-2
of ‘The Flower of Culture
chapter, as printed in the
Seikyo Shimbun, the

U

social development. conveyed their determination history has clearly shown ushe rebuilt the Soka Gakkai Y
In 1962, Shin'ichi Ya- and commitment to fulfill an that education determines theafter the war, Mr. Toda deleted| Soka Gakkai's daily .
mamoto planted many seedsimportant mission. prosperity or decline of a peo- the wordeducationfrom the newspaper. Ho Goku is

for cultural growth inthe broad ~ The Education Department ple and a nation. The effects oforganization’s name — no| the pen name of Daisaku
earth of the people — the earthhad been officially formed at education reveal themselveslonger calling it Soka Kyoiku Ikeda, who appears in
that had been cultivated the Soka Gakkai Headquartersonly 20 or 30 years after. Thus,Gakkai (Value-Creating Edu- | the novel as Shin‘ichi Ya-
through the Soka Gakkai's dy- General Meeting on May 3, education determines the suc-cation Society) but simply | mamoto. The events take
namic drive to spread Nichiren 1961, which marked the first cess or failure of the next gen-Soka Gakkai (Value-Creating| place in 1962. lllustration
Daishonin’s Buddhism. anniversary of Shin’ichi’s in- eration and as such is an ex-Society) — because he be- by Kenichiro Uchida.
Through his diligent efforts, auguration as president. Katsutremely important issue. lieved that the Gakkai’'s main
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i (Above) Patrisia Gonzales and her husband, Roberto Rodriguez, recently
- received the Human Rights Award from the city of Albuquerque, N.M. (Left)
Artwork from the cover of their book, ‘Uncut & Uncensored, a collection of
. columns (artwork by LauraV. Rodriguez).

Uncut, Uncensored and Relentless

Award-winning
writers Patrisia
Gonzales and her
husband, Roberto
Rodriguez, speak out
on behalf of those
who cannot speak
for themselves.

CORRESPONDENT

When we write, we feel — as
poet/novelist Demetria Mar-
tinez does — that our ancestors
are writing through us. It's a
spiritual feeling and an awe-
some responsibility.

cally have been voiceless. More n March 11, 1998, (Chicana-Kikapu) syndicated A little less than a year ago,
precisely, we come from com- Patrisia Gonzales, ancolumnistin the country, beganPatrisia received a Kellogg
munities where people spoke SGI member for practicing Buddhism as a mem-Leadership Fellowship grant to
and shouted about injustices, more than 10 years, ber of the young women'’s divi- study the self- and community-

about their hopes and dreamsand her husband, Roberto Rosion in Philadelphia. Her questhealing aspects of dialogue, cer-
yet were rarely given a public driguez, received the Humanat the time, and the reason shemony and alternative medicine
forum. Rights Award from the Albu- began to practice, was to disin indigenous cultures. She and
We speak of ancient days,querque Human Rights Boardcover why people suffered. SheRoberto have published a book,
when our ancestors were si-in Albuquerque, N.M. wanted to understand whyUncut & Uncensoreghat com-
lenced and put to death forwrit- Every week, Patrisia andsome people were poor or whypiles many of their columns, and
ing books, to the present, wherRoberto write a nationally syn-some were unloved. Right awaylast November, she and Roberto
Raza writers and other people ofdicated column that addresseand throughout the next 10were inducted into the El Paso
color are subject to what novel-human rights issues. Their writ-years, her practice provided heiriters Hall of Fame.
ist Rudy Anaya calls censorshiping often goes beyond theirwith more and more answersto Patrisia said that receiving
by commission and censorshipLatino community and becomesthese and other basic humathe Human Rights Award was
by omission. a fearless cry for a more humanguestions. especially meaningful because
That's why we consider our istic world culture. They write  Commenting on her work, itwasn'tabout being recognized
writing spiritual — because on behalf of those who cannotPatrisia says that she tries harébr her writing, but rather for her
through us is unleashed a powspeak for themselves. At theto integrate Buddhist conceptscharacter and for what her life
erful spirit that has been sup-awards ceremony, Patrisia androm Nichiren Daishonin and stands.
pressed for generations. Roberto were introduced as d&om SGI President Ikeda into More important to her than
couple who have “embarked orher writing to give people abeing able to phrase a good sen-
— From the introduction to a noble and relentless campaigsense of hope and to inspire theitence is the positive impact her
Uncut & Uncensoredby Pa- against censorship, silence andourage. She wants the colummvork will have on the world. For

We say this because we come trisia Gonzales and Roberto bigotry.” to encourage people to discovethat reason, an award in the area
from communities that histori-  Rodriguez Patrisia, the first Latina what it means to be happy. of human rights from her com-
Buddha: One who perceives the true na- a paper scroll in- great respect”: the lasting peace and happiness for all

ture of all life and leads others to at- scribed with Chinese writings of Nichiren humankind through the propagation of

tain the same enlightenment. The and two Sanskrit Daishonin. true Buddhism.

happiness.

renge-kyo.

Buddha nature is inherentin all beings characters. Together, these characteichinen: Literally, “one mind.” The life- Latter Day of the Law: The period be-
and is characterized by the qualities of represent life in its highest condition: moment, or ultimate reality, thatis man- ginning 2,000 years after Shakyamun(’s
wisdom, courage, compassion, spiri- Buddhahood. “Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, ifested at each moment in common death, when his teachings lose their
tual strength, hope and unshakable Nichiren” is written down the center of mortals. power and the true Buddha appears| to

daimoku: Literally, “title.” Referstothe in- gongyo:Literally, “assiduous practice.”  The life tendency or destiny that eaciNichiren Daishonin (1222-82):The
vocation, or chanting, of Nam-myoho- In Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism, individual creates through thoughts, true Buddha of the Latter Day of th

the Gohonzon. karma: Sanskrit word meaning “action.” lead all people to enlightenment.

(0]

gongyo means to recite the “Expedi- words and deeds. One’s actions in the Law. Daishonin literally means

Gohonzon:The embodiment ofthe law of ent Means” (2nd) chapter and the past have shaped one’s reality at pre- “great sage” and is used as an hagn-
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and the life of “Life Span of the Tathagata” (16th) sent, and actions in the present deter- orific title for Nichiren. He inscribed
Nichiren Daishonin in the form of a  chapter of the Lotus Sutra and chant mine in turn one’s future. This is the the Gohonzon and established the in-
mandalaHonzormeans “objectoffun- ~ Nam-myoho-renge-kyo in front of the law of cause and effect at work. vocation of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo
damental respectjomeans “worthy of Gohonzon. kosen-rufu: Literally, to “widely declare as the universal practice to attain Bud-
honor.” TheGohonzorakes the form of Gosho: Literally, “writing worthy of and spread (Buddhism).” To secure dhahood.
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RISING, FrOM PAGE 1 the Buddhism of Shakyamuni in— each and every one of you —
India spread to China over 50thas made the words of the orig-
people’s hearts and inspiregears, and it took another 500nal Buddha a reality. We, the

courage. No other religious or-years to reach Japan. members of the Soka Gakkai,

HIGHLIGHTS
RROMITAISISPEECH

ganization produces such lively However, 700 years went byalone are genuine disciples o
and stirring music. You can al-after the Daishonin’s death with-Nichiren Daishonin, having ac-
ways count me a Soka Gakkabut any sign of his predictiontualized our mentor’s great as
supporter!” being realized. Far from spread-piration. This honor will shine
Allow me to reiterate my ing widely throughout Asia as eternally and infuse our lives
deep appreciation to all Brasghe Daishonin had hoped, hardlywith boundless benefit and goog
Band members for their won-anyone even in Japan had hearrtune. Of this there is ab-
derful efforts. of his correct teaching. Had thissolutely no doubt.
situation continued, the Daisho-  Earlier this century, Asia en-
nin would have been branded alured the sufferings of hell at
false prophet. But a Buddha canthe hands of Japanese nationa
not possibly be a liar, for a lieism and militarism. Mocking its
In February, | visited the would contradict everything it Asian neighbors and trampling
Philippines, Hong Kong and means to be a Buddha. It wouldn their rights and freedom,
Okinawa. Everywhere | went, be a serious thing indeed if thatlapan was the epitome of evil
the members were bright andvere to happen. arrogance and folly. One would
high-spirited. They radiated an Nevertheless, if no one hadassume, therefore, thata religio
incredible energy. Nichiren Dai- emerged with a firm resolve tofrom Japan would be regardec
shonin’s Buddhism is the Bud-realize the Daishonin’s pro-with great suspicion by Asian
dhism of the sun. There is nothphecy, the Daishonin’s identitypeople. However, the Soka
ing that compares to the sun'sas the original Buddha would Gakkai enjoys exceptional trust
brilliance. And the Buddhism of have remained buried in obliv-throughout this region. We are
the sun is shining brightly in ion forever. That would have trusted implicitly.
Asia. been disastrous in terms of On my recent trip to the
Do you know, incidentally, Buddhism. Philippines, | met with President
what the name Asia originally Fidel Ramos. He came specially
means? Well, it means “placeFulfilling the Original to attend the ceremony at whicl
where the sunrises,” and has thBuddha’s Prophecy | received the First Rizal Inter-
connotations of “eastern direc- national Peace Award from the
tion” as well as “sunrise,” “day-  Allow me to share the Dai- Order of the Knights of Rizal. |
break” or “dawn.” The name shonin’s well-known words: also visited him at the presiden
Asia is said to derive either from“The Law does not spread by it-tial offices at the Malacafiang
the ancient Assyrian word asstself: Because people propagat®alace in Manila, where we hag
or the ancient Akkadian wordit, both the people and the Lawa very meaningful discourse.
asu, both meaning “sunrise.”are respectworthy'Gosho Zen- That was my third visit to the
Aptly, today the sun of the Dai- shu p. 856). It is impossible for presidential offices.
shonin’s great Buddhism ofthe Law to spread by itself. The In addition to President
peace is rising high over Asia. Law will not spread unless thereRamos, | have met and spoke
In the Gosho “Remonstrationare people who selflessly devotevith many heads of state ang
with Bodhisattva Hachiman,” themselves to that purpose. Thigeaders of various Asian coun-
the Daishonin writes: only stands to reason. And thoséries. Recently, Soka University
individuals, moreover, arewas privileged to have Her
The moon moves eastward in thesupremely respectworthy, alongRoyal Highness Princess
sky, a sign of how the Buddhismwith the Mystic Law. GalyaniVadhana of Thailand at-
of India spread in an easterly di- Today, the Buddhism of thetend its Pacific Basin Sympo-
rection. The sun rises in the eassun has spread not only throughsium in Bangkok [March 4—6] as
[and moves westward], an auspi-out Japan but to South Koreaan honored guest.
cious sign of how the BuddhismIndia and now — with Hong  ThroughoutAsia, the trust for
of Japan [the ultimate teaching ofKong’s return — even to China. us and our organization is firmly
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo] is des- | have especially devoted my enestablished. Why? Because th
tined to return to the land of India. ergies to ensure the developmeroka Gakkai, since the time of
(Gosho Zenship. 588) and prosperity of Hong Kong. our first and second presidents
Many Hong Kong members areTsunesaburo Makiguchi and
The moon that first appears innow playing leading roles in so-Josei Toda, has fought and con
the western sky (the crescentiety. The SGI of Taiwan, too, tinues to fight against Japanes
moon) is seen a little more easthas been publicly recognized bynationalism and fascism. This
ward with each passing nightTaiwan’s government, winning fact is keenly perceived by ou
until, by the time of the full the Internal Affairs Ministry’s Asian neighbors. And it is well
moon, itis due east. The moon’sSocial Organization of Excel- known throughout the world. |
gradual movement eastwardence Award six years in a row.hope you will all be proud of
symbolizes the way [Shakya-The SGI of South Korea has alsdhis distinction.
muni’'s Buddhism,] the Bud- received many public awards
dhism of India— also known asand commendations. Longing for
the Land of the Moon — spread The Buddhism of the sun isthe Supreme Teaching
eastward [to China, Korea andoday bringing the bright light of
Japan]. The sun, meanwhile happiness to people inthese and Incidentally, the Daishonin
risesinthe east. This symbolize®ther countries in Asia andwas not being arbitrary when he
[the Daishonin’s Buddhism,] thethroughout the world. Who declared that Buddhism would
Buddhism of Japan — alsocould have imagined it? Whoreturn westward from the east
known as the Land of the Sun —would have thought it possible?Chinese Buddhists also per
traveling westward, or returningNo one believed that it could beceived it to be inevitable. This is
to India. That is the meaning ofdone. But we of the Soka Gakkaimportant. In the Gosho “On the
this famous Gosho passage. have gone ahead and achieved
In accord with these words, this great feat. The Soka Gakkai

Asia — ‘Where
the Sun Rises’

PLEASE SEE RISING, NEXT PAGE

“The Law does not spread by itself: Because
people propagate it, both the people and the
Law are respectworthy” (Gosho Zenshu, p.
856). It is impossible for the Law to spread by
itself. The Law will not spread unless there
are people who selflessly devote themselves
to that purpose. This only stands to reason.
And those individuals, moreover, are
supremely respectworthy, along with the
Mystic Law.

O

The good fortune of all of you who are part of
the Soka Gakkai is immeasurable and ever-
lasting. You will ultimately savor immense
benefit without fail. The Daishonin declares
unequivocally that “both the people and the
Law are respectworthy” (Gosho Zenshu, p.
856). Therefore, each of you is worthy of the
greatest possible respect. There is no higher
honor or status than this. Worldly fame,
wealth, position or titles are all ephemeral.
Our lives shine with eternally indestructible
brilliance just like the Mystic Law. This is
Buddhism. This is the greatest glory for a
Buddhist.

a

In the first half of the 19th century, [Verdi’s]
beloved homeland, Italy, was controlled by a
foreign power. The people suffered under its
oppressive rule. It was at this time that
Verdi’s famous opera Nabucco ignited the
spirit of independence in people’s hearts.
Nabucco portrayed the story of an oppressed
people standing up to the abuses of despotic
rulers and authoritarian clergy and winning
freedom. It was first performed at the La
Scala in Milan on March 9, 1842. The cries for
liberty it inspired in the Italian people spread
from heart to heart like wildfire.

Kosen-rufu follows the same formula. It is al-
ways about one person standing up and
everything beginning from there.

O

Art that is created only in an attempt to
achieve fame, art that is superficial and has
no substance — such work is nothing but
vanity. The focus of everything comes down
to this one point: whether or not it is for the
people.
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RISING, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE there would definitely appear aon this happy occasion to all ofFallen Woman)Don Carlosand provocative works. They criti-
supreme Buddhist teaching cathe arts division members whoAida. | spoke about Verdi in acized him harshly. But Verdi
Buddha's Prophecy,” the Dai- pable of illuminating the 10,000 are making wonderful contribu- speech | made in Italy somecalled out to his colleagues:
shonin cites Tsun-shih (964—years and more of the Latter Daytions in diverse artistic fields. years ago [July 1992]. “Arm yourself with courage and
1032), a Sung-dynasty priest obf the Law. And it is the Soka The acclaimed capital of the In the first half of the 19th patience. Particularly with pa-
the Chinese T'ien-t'ai school, Gakkaithat has realized the Daiarts is Milan. What is the world century, the great composer'sience.” He urged them to be pa-
who wrote: “Buddhism was first shonin’s prophecy to the letter. treasure that this Italian city isbeloved homeland, Italy, wastientin the cause of victory. And
transmitted from the west, justas The good fortune of all of you home to? The renowned oper&ontrolled by a foreign power. with this conviction he fought
the moon first appears in the westwho are part of the Soka Gakkahouse, La Scala. | visited LaThe people suffered under itswith courage and dignity.
Now Buddhism returns from theis immeasurable and everlastScala for the first time in 1965 oppressive rule. It was at this In all things, patience is the
eastlike the sunrising in the easting. You will ultimately savor and have been there many timeSme that Verdi's famous operakey to victory. Those who can-
(The Major Writings of Nichiren immense benefit without fail. since. Those visits are still freshNabuccdgnited the spirit of in- not endure cannot hope to win.
Daishonin vol. 1, p. 115). The Daishonin declares un-in my memory. dependence in people’s heartdJltimate triumph belongs to
equivocally that “both the peo- In 1981, [as founder of the Nabuccoportrayed the story of those who can forbear.
In the same Gosho, the Daishople and the Law are respectworMin-On Concert Association,] | an oppressed people standingup Verdi had the total support of
nin also quotes the Greatthy” (Gosho Zenshup. 856). invited La Scala to bring a per-to the abuses of despotic rulershe people. A person or an orga-
Teacher Miao-lo along with Therefore, each of you is worthyformance to Japan for the firstand authoritarian clergy andnization thatis an ally to the peo-
Tsun-shih to corroborate his as-of the greatest possible respectime. It was a mammoth under-winning freedom. It was first ple is strong. The Soka Gakkai
sertion that Buddhism was lostinThere is no higher honor or stataking transporting the entireperformed at the La Scala inis strong precisely because it is
India and China (MW-1, 115) tus than this. Worldly fame, show — sets, props and somdlilan on March 9, 1842. The a gathering of ordinary people.
cries for liberty it inspired in the Nothing and no one can ever de-
arcrvepHoTos  |talian people spread from hearstroy it. For that reason, too, itis
to heart like wildfire. absolutely vital to treasure the

Kosen-rufu follows the same people, to treasure the members.
formula. It is always about one  When he was working late
person standing up and everyinto the night composing, peo-
thing beginning from there. ple would gather outside Verdi’'s

“Fly, thought, on wings of window to cheer him on. And
gold!” [From the lyrics of after he had finished a perfor-
Nabuccd — this powerful line mance, they would cry: “Viva
from Verdi’'s opera spurred Verdi! Viva Verdi!” He and the
everyone to action. Filled with people were one. This was be-
pride, they all began singingcause he loved the people, and
Verdi's songs. they loved him in return.

The Soka Gakkai songs, too, Similarly, if we love the SGI
are songs of the people. Kosenmembers, they will return our
rufu moves forward with songslove. One does not gain people’s
and music. From one perspecaffection because of position in
tive, gongyo and daimoku arethe organization. Leaders in the
also lyrics and songs. They are aworld of Buddhism must not
ode to life. | hope, therefore, thafforget this. Those who aban-
your gongyo and daimoku will doned their faith or betrayed the
be such that even people who arerganization overlooked this
not practicing will be favorably important point.
impressed by the sonorous and “For the sake of the people”
invigorating sound of your —those who devote themselves
voices. That, too, will contribute to this cause will leave behind an

to the spread of kosen-rufu. ~ immortal history.

In a letter, Verdi gave the fol-
Art Not for Vanity, lowing advice to a youth who
But for People aspired to a career in the arts:

Verdi was 28 when he com-  He shouldn’t be made conceited
posedNabucco— the age of by praise or intimidated by
many of our youth division  blame.... The artist must look
members. His youthful artistic  into the future, see new worlds
spirit gave wings of hope to peo- among the chaos, and if, right at
ple’s hearts that let them set the end of his long road, he dis-
themselves free and fly on high. cerns a tiny light, he should not
After Nabucco Verdi produced fear the darkness that surrounds
a succession of operas to inspire him. Let him go straight on, and
and encourage the people. He if sometimes he stumbles and
composed always and solely for falls, he must get up, and go
Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901) — His opera ‘Nabucco’ ignited the spirit of independence in the hearts of his fellow the people. That is where his straight on.

Italians in the 1840s. ‘The cries for liberty it inspired...spread from heart to heart like wildfire. greatness lies.
Art that is created only in an  Itis exactly as he says. In life,

Based on such documentaryvealth, position or titles are all500 cast and crew — from Italyattempt to achieve fame, art thatve must grit our teeth and keep
proof, the Daishonin declares,ephemeral. Our lives shine withto Japan for a lavish productionis superficial and has no subwalking bravely toward the
“Without fail, Buddhism shall eternally indestructible bril- of a scale rarely seen in thisstance — such work is nothinglight. This is the spirit of a gen-
rise and flow forth from the east,liance just like the Mystic Law. country. but vanity. The focus of every-uine artist. If life goes smoothly
from the land of Japan” (MW-1, This is Buddhism. This is the The Italian opera housething comes down to this oneall the time, we risk growing ar-
115). In other words, the Bud-greatest glory for a Buddhist. opened its Japan tour with a perpoint: whether it is for the peo-rogant and conceited. Such a
dhism of the sun will rise from  Congratulations on Arts Di- formance of Verdi'Simon Boc- ple. The shallowness of moderrshallow individual cannot pro-
Japan to shed its light on the envision Day [March 8], marking canegra The great composerJapanese art and culture can bduce truly outstanding art.
tire world. Even the Greatthe 36th anniversary of the divi-Giuseppe Verdi was born intraced to a pervasive contempt | hope that arts division mem-
Teacher T’ien-t'ai himself and sion’s founding. On behalf of 1813 and died in 1901. Amongfor this basic point. bers will live with bright opti-
many other Buddhists in Chinafellow members around thehis most well-known operatic  The authorities, of course,
clearly recognized that one dayworld, | extend my best wishesworks arelLa Traviata(The did not take kindly to Verdi's PLEASE SEE RISING, NEXT PAGE
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DIGITAL PRESS

RISING, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE asked to share their reminis-
cences of the late premier fo
mism and steadfast determinathe special program. The SGI
tion. Even though you may beleader’s remarks were featured
unknown now, you are all artistsin several installments. Presi-
in our movement to bring peacedent Ikeda’s recollections of his
and happiness to all humanitymeeting with Zhou Enlai were
You are performing brilliantly also among those included in the
on the stage of kosen-rufu.above-mentioned book.
Please never forget that 10 mil-
lion fellow members arewarmly  The Zhou Cherry Tree, and
watching your endeavors, thailso the Zhou Enlai and Deng
you are superlative artists whoYingchao Cherry Trees, on the
are being applauded by suchgrounds of Soka University in
vast numbers of ordinary peo-Tokyo, will most assuredly
ple. To live strongly and coura-bloom in glorious profusion
geously is itself kosen-rufu. My again this spring, adorning the
friends in the arts division, may100th anniversary celebrations
you be the golden wings of infi- of the Chinese leader’s birth
nite hope for our 10 million with their fragrant blossoms.

members! The other day, my wife and | f
received a copy of a biograph

Appreciation for of Madame Deng Yingchao,

the Arts and Culture Premier Zhou's wife, from Zhao [

Wei, the couple’s secretary off
This month marks the cen-more than 30 years. Madam¢®
tennial of Chinese premierZhao continues to play an activ %’
Zhou Enlai’s birth (March 5, role in Chinese society. The bi{*
1898). To celebrate this occa-ography, incidentally, contains|®
sion, China’s Central Nation- several references to my meet#=
alities Song and Dance En-ngs with Madame Deng. ‘
semble is currently touring
Japan under the auspices of theladame Zhao Wei has held sucf
Min-On Concert Association. important posts as deputy sec
The ensemble is one that Preretary general of the Chinese
mier Zhou, a great lover of thePeople’s Political Consultative |
arts, poured special effort intoConference. ;
fostering. ¥
Premier Zhou had high re- The life of Madame Deng
gard for artists and cultural Yingchao was an endless strug
figures, calling them “techni- gle, an endless revolution,
cians of the heart.” He trea-fought side by side with her hus
sured them. A leader cannot bdand and comrade, Premie
called first-class if he or shezhou. At the time of the Long
lacks appreciation of the artsMarch, though ill with tubercu-
and culture. losis and coughing up bloody
Art is peace. Art capturesphlegm, she endured every haro
people’s hearts, their minds andship alongside her comrades
imaginations. Art enriches peo-the very end; she overcame a
ple; it enriches society. Artistsobstacles and triumphed.
have the power to affect an im- So demanding and all-con-|
mense number of people in ssuming was their lifelong 5o
very profound way. What a greatstruggle that Madame Dengt
role this power plays in the vic-and Premier Zhou had no timeA modern stage production of Verdi’s opera ‘Aida. The opera, one of the largest and most lav1sh productions ever,
tory of the people! The radiantfor a family of their own. issetin ancient Egypt and was originally commissioned in celebration of the completion of the Suez Canal.
presence of a single arts diviMadame Deng suffered a mis-
sion member can also com-carriage early in their mar-old. A friend whom she hadn't ly with that of our women’s divi- lives should be like this. Ac-
pletely change people’'s mis-riage. When a Japanese acseen for a long time exclaimedsion members! cordingly, Madame Deng con-
conceptions about the Sokajuaintance asked her rathem surprise: “We haven't metfor  “Lifelong devotion to the rev- stantly stressed, especially to
Gakkai. Similarly, the Chineseinsensitively in her later yearsmore than 10 years, but yowlution” — for us, this means women, how vital it is to be
song and dance ensemble nouf she wasn’t sad that she nevehaven’t changed at all! You're lifelong devotion to the cause ofstrong. Her words echo the

visiting Japan has made the Chihad any children, Madameglowing with health.” kosen-rufu. There is no retire-guidance given in the Soka
nese spirit of peace knownDeng replied calmly, “I| have Madame Dengreplied laugh-ment age in faith. Sincere faithGakkai.
around the world. no time to feel sad.” Premieringly: “Oh, yes, I've grown old. never ages. Those who exert Once, she encouraged a

Last month, incidentally, Zhou also once declared thaf hat’s the law of nature. But mythemselves for the sake of thevoman with the following
China’s Beijing Television aired all the children of China were spirit hasn't aged. | want to serveLaw are ever young. Our heartwords:
a documentary commemoratinghis children. the people more. | wish to do ais what matters most. Let us
the centennial of Zhou Enlai's Madame Deng always treatedot of work, not for myself, but strive to the end of our days for There is nothing | hate more than
birth, and a Chinese publishingmy wife and me with great for others. That's why I'm in kosen-rufu. seeing a woman cry. What good
company also released a book tiwarmth and affection as if wesuch good shape.” On my visit to the Philip-  will crying do? Will crying
tled Zhou Enlai: Recollections were abeloved daughterand son. On another occasion, shepines, | again saw some of the change your lot? Women have to
of 100 People said: “People’s ideals do notspectacular sunsets for which become self-reliant. Women

People of Action grow old. Even if | retire from Manila Bay is world-famous. have to better themselves, grow

The documentary was a 12-parifAre Always Young office, the revolution isn't over  Madame Deng wrote these stronger and take action. Snivel-
series titled “Enlai Centennial” yet. We have to work, learn andines of verse: “The sunset is ingonlyincurs contempt. When
President Ikeda was among the I'd like to share an anecdotedevote ourselves to the revoluinfinitely beautiful. / An in- Comrade Enlai passed away, so
Chinese and international fig- about Madame Deng when shéion as long as we live.” comparably beautiful scene is
ures who were interviewed andwas already more than 75 years Her spirit reverberates strong-the twilight.” The sunset of our PLEASE SEE RISING, NEXT PAGE
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Courtesy of SEIKYO PRESS

Pioneering peace researcher Dr.
Johan Galtung lauded the ef-
forts of myself and the Soka
Gakkai, saying that we con-
tributed in no small way to the
end of the Cold War. As the
years go by, our endeavors are
garnering increasing support
and understanding among
thinking people the world over.
More and more people are com-
ing to have great expectations
for our movement.

Dialogue Is the Only Way

Philippine President Ramos
offers the following three im-
peratives for peace: 1) discus-
sion and dialogue; 2) discussion
and dialogue; and 3) discussion
and dialogue. It is his convic-
tion, in other words, that dis-
cussion and dialogue are the
only ways to peace; there is no
other option. This same rule ap-
plies in our personal relation-
ships, in maintaining and fos-
tering friendship.

During my visit to Hong
Kong, | met again with noted
painter and calligrapher Mad
ame Fang Zhaoling. She is 84
years old and as bright and vig-
orous as ever. She said, “How

o ) can we get people of different
SGI President and Mrs. Ikeda at the Soka International Friendship Hall in Tokyo, March 8.A person who perseveres to the end, he told members, ‘isawinner, countries to communicate?
Through dialogue and artistic

deep was my grief that | wept onas well as the opening of the mag- Physically and mentally ex-  “We have to bring an end toexchange — that is the way |
three occasions. But cryingnificent new Saitama Interna- hausted. the tragic cycle of the Cold Warbelieve we can build truly beau-
wasn't going to bring him back. tional Women's Center. Gave a lecture at Kawagoeat all costs. To do that thetiful friendships.”
I had to firmly set aside my grief | respect and admire Saitama Districtin Saitama Prefecture onGakkai has to develop, has to Dialogue is the only way. So-
and be even stronger. most highly. The women’s divi- ~ “Letter from Sado.” About 50 become strong, has to succeediety will only change through
sion members, in particular, gathered. in its endeavors. I'll strive dialogue. Letus engage in lively,
And at a gathering of womenwho have dedicated their lives It seems as if fine and capablesteadily and tenaciously, onecheerful dialogue wherever we
leaders, she once said: wholeheartedly to their Soka people are gradually appearing.step at a time, to consolidate ougo.
Gakkai activities, are princesses organization at thdistrict level, In the Gosho, the Daishonin

Please treasure and respect youand queens of the heart. | have In accord with my prayers, atthe very foundations, to expandvrites, “This strife-riddersaha
self and work even harder.no doubt that Nichiren Daisho-Saitama has today become aour movement so that we carworld is a realm in which en-
Progress is accompanied by hardnin would warmly praise your invincible citadel of capable make a difference. I'll create thelightenment is achieved through
ships. You mustn't grow down- efforts. people. right time and build bridges of hearing.... All living beings who
hearted. You mustn't cry when | have received a flood of re-  Inthat same diary entry, | alsopeace and friendship arounchear this [teaching of Nam-
you encounter difficulties. From ports from Saitama women’s di-wrote: world.” That was the determina-myoho-renge-kyo] will obtain
ayoung age, | have fought againsvision members expressing the tion | made when | was 25 yearsenefit” (Gosho Zenshp. 415).
this passive way of life of women. great pride and joy they felt in  Troubled by the conflict be- old. Enlightenment can be attained
being part of the Soka Gakkai tween the world’s two major  And | exerted myself with through hearing. Hearing has an
Strength is the source of hapwhen they saw the newly com-  blocs —the Communist nationsall my might to fulfill that de- even more profound impactthan
piness. We mustn’'t shy awaypleted women'’s center. Making and the Free World. termination. | built a bridge of reading. Telling people about the
from life’'s challenges. We this new center — this new trea- The progress of our move-friendship between China andDaishonin’s teaching, letting
mustn’t be defeated. Refusingsure palace of kosen-rufu — a ment will serve as a first step inJapan. | blazed the trail forthem hear about it, is important.
to be defeated equals victory. Abase for your activities, | hope building a bridge between them.grass-roots exchange between By using your voice to tell

person who perseveres to thgou will continue to expand the However, we are powerless toRussia (then the Soviet Union)others about the Mystic Law, all
end is awinner. In the course oBphere of eternal good fortune do anything as we are right now.and Japan. As a private citizenpf you—who have inherited the
promoting our movement, thelimitlessly. Members, fellow citizens, | met and spoke frankly with Buddha's will and decree —can

Soka Gakkai has never pulled | have visited Saitama many, humankind! We must wait for top Soviet and Chinese leaderselp countless people forge a
back in the face of any hin-many times from the time | was the time! We must wait for the toward restoring amicable rela-connection with Buddhism.
drance. We have kept movinga youth — sometimes to give time! tions between the two countries. May each of you lead a life
forward. And that is the key to Gosho lectures, sometimes to at- | also consistently advocatedfilled with boundless benefitand
our success. Never to retreat gend guidance meetings — and The Soka Gakkai in thosethe convening of summit meet-good fortune.
single step, no matter what —as such it holds many fonddays was still a small organiza-ings between the heads of the We are walking each day on
that is the Soka Gakkai spirit. memories for me. tion. We were ridiculed by peo-two superpowers, the Unitedthe great path of hope. We are
Those who embrace this spirit  Flipping through my diary ple in Japanese society as a gati$tates and the Soviet Union, irmdvancing each day toward the
can achieve unlimited victory. for 1953, | came across the fol-ering of the poor and sick. Butvarious proposals | issued ovehope-filled 21st century.
lowing entry | had written. | was even then, as President Toda'the years. | pray with all my heart for

Waiting for the Time 25 at the time. disciples, the youth division Ibelieve that|have advancedyour ever-greater good health
members aspired to toweringresolutely, step by arduous stepand successful endeavors.

Congratulationstothe Saitama Tuesday, Feb. 10. Clear andgoals and were driven by a powtoward the goals and vision | See you again soon. Thank
members on their general meeting Fine. erful determination. vowed to achieve in my youth.you for your great efforts. M
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EssAy

SGI PrRESIDENT |KEDA’s EssAy

NAGANO AND
A BEGINNING

settle in Manchuria and Inner
Mongolia as part of its colo-
nization effort, many of them
came from Nagano Prefecture.
In all, some 34,000 people went.
As the tide of the war turned
against Japan, nearly half of
them lost their lives on the Chi-
nese continent — a larger num-
ber of sacrifices than any other
Japanese prefecture. The scars
of war still remain in the hearts
of the people of verdant Nagano.

By HO GOKU

ccording to the old
Japanese counting
system, Feb. 11 will
mark Josei Toda's
99th birthday. (He was born Feb.
11, 1900. In the traditional
Japanese system of reckonint
age, the day of birth is countec
as the first birthday.) Itis also his
40th birthday since his death in
1958. | celebrate this day with
profound emotion. Before the war, the antimili-
| met Mr. Toda when | was tarist activist and journalist Yuyu
only 19. | served him and was|n this essay series, SGI President Ikeda uses his pen name Ho Goku — as he do&sym (1873-1941) called
educated and trained by him  The New Human Revolution— to write the story-behind-the-story. This series is Nagano the “land of free
With him, | hope always to be 1, hlished as “Thoughts oiThe New Human Revolutiori in the Seikyo Shimbun, ~ SPeech.” Perhaps the wise and

that young man. Day after day, . . independent nature of the people
| vow with all my strength and the Soka Gakkai's daily newspaper. of Nagano gave rise to this tra-

determination to fight like a dition of outspokenness. Kiryu
valiant youth, like a true disci- pons that he planned to deliveby Mr. Toda. | did so with the resides in human hearts. Thealled the world as it slid toward
ple, who can win his praise. to the youth division on Sept. 8wish that this story might further human revolution is the strugglethe destruction of World War Il
as the first of his final injunc- attest to my mentor’s greatnessto call forth from within human “an earth dominated by bestial-
D tions to them. On the afternoon of Aug. 6, beings the life of the Buddha, thety.” People had abandoned all
His struggle was unceasingl993 — the anniversary of thepower of the spirit, that can van-ethics and morality, he declared.
In 1957, the last summer ofand never-ending, true to theday on which the atom bombquish this evil propensity. And it was here in Nagano,
his life, | decided | would one passage from the Lotus Sutra, “was dropped on Hiroshima—1 It was on the morning of thatthe land of free speech, that I,
day write a biographical novelhave never for a moment ne-was at the Nagano Training Cenday that Ho Goku began to writetoo, with my mentor’s spirit and
about Mr. Toda. | came to thatglected [the Buddha’s work]” ter in Karuizawa, meeting with The New Human Revolution beliefs forever engraved in my
decision when Mr. Toda called(The Lotus Sutrgp. 226). Dr. N. Radhakrishnan, director “Nothing is more precious heart, summoned my courage to
me to join him in Karuizawa It was then | asked myself:of New Delhi's Gandhi Smriti than peace. Nothing brings morespeak out for humanismin order
(Nagano Prefecture), where hé¢Who will preserve the story of and Darshan Samiti (Gandhihappiness....” to fight against the bestiality of
was recuperating. this great man for all eternity? IsMemorial Hall). Dr. Radha- These words were a personathe present-day world rife with
It was Aug. 14, the 10th an-not this noble mission mine — Ikrishnan talked of Mahatmadeclaration to fight for peaceevil abuses of power.
niversary of my first encounter who have been fortunate enouglGandhi’s conviction that the that | made on the day that
with him. to be constantly at his side, likepower of the spiritis greater thanrmarked the dropping of the first D
Though he was recuperat-his shadow?” Thoughts of writ- the power of the atom bomb, anchuclear weapon on Japan. | was
ing in this quiet resort town, ing this novelThe Human Rev- how the most important thing determined to eradicate the dev- The 1998 Winter Olympics
his mind never rested. He walution, had crossed my mindwe can do is draw out the poweilish machinations of authori- openedin Nagano on Feb. 7. [As
constantly busy, articulatingmany times before, but it was abf the human spirit to createtarianism, the forces of arro-1 write this essay,] this celebra-
his vision of the Gakkai’'s fu- this moment that | finally de- peace. He went on to praise thgance and ignorance, that hation of peace is taking place here,
ture, giving me many kinds of cided | would do it without fail. SGI as an unprecedented orgarisited upon humanity so manywhere my mentor and | traveled
guidance, carrying on discus- D nization with a bright vision for terrible tragedies in this centuryseveral times, securing the foun-

sions with and encouraging the future of humankind. of war, to prevent them from dation of happiness for count-
and advising the leaders of Nuclear weapons, whichthreatening us ever again. less friends. With the unchang-
Similarly, | decided to write threaten the most basic of
At this time, he was also giv-The New Human Revolutipn human rights, the right to life,

Karuizawa District. ing conviction that peace is the

D most basic starting point for the
ing deep thought to what hewhich | am in the process ofare a manifestation of the insid- advancement of humankind, |
would say in the Declaration fordoing now, to record the life of ious authoritarian impulse to  When the Japanese militarypray with all my heart for the
the Abolition of Nuclear Wea- a disciple who had been trainedlominate and destroy others thagovernment called on farmers tadOlympics’ success. Wi}

DESTINY, FroM PAGE 1 (seeThe Human Revolutiomol.  deep collective conviction. Up It was a similar intuition that Chapters of the Lotus Sutra
5). Yet in less than seven yearsintil that time Josei Toda hadled Daisaku lkeda to accept théPresident Ikeda writes:

extinguishes it. President Toda succeeded ifbeen distracted by financialpresidency of the Soka Gakkai

The point of this story is that building the organization to moreproblems, but in 1951 he de-on May 3, 1960.
with unwavering determination than 750,000 households. cided to focus exclusively on In1960, he was stilladefendant
we can accomplish anything. We  This is even more remarkablekosen-rufu, confident that hisin the court case over the 1956
might not always know exactly when you consider that, earlier, irpersonal financial problemsOsaka Election Campaign, and a
how something is going to workthe first seven years after Joseivould be resolved. conviction seemed inevitable. If
out, but by chanting furiously Toda’s release from prison, the or- This same conviction wasthe president of the Soka Gakkai
and implementing the best plangianization’s growth was modest ashared by everyone at the inauwas convicted, it would cause
that we can think of, the forcesbest. What changed in 1951?  guration, together, in unison.tremendous trouble for the Soka
in the universe will rally behind  In his essay “The History andThe Human Revolutigvol. 5, Gakkai. Butif he didn'tacceptthe
us and something, often com-Conviction of the Soka Gakkai,” describes this scene: “Amongpresidency, the organization
pletely unexpected, will lead toPresident Toda answers thighem there must have been some&ould continue to flounder. He
the accomplishment of our goal.question by saying, “I must havewho were suffering fromiliness, had to act, and he did so by coura-
Forme, May 3isthe day ofun-lacked the necessary confisome haggard from fighting geously taking the presidency.

wavering determination. On Maydence.” He goes on to say that alpoverty, some living in the For both Mr. Toda and Mr.
3, 1951, President Toda was inthough he still lacked confi- depths of hell, and others deepkeda, then, accepting the presi-
augurated as the second presidedence, he as well as eaclin the abyss of total suffering.dency was an amazing act of
of the Soka Gakkai. Although itindividual of the Soka Gakkai This very moment, however,courage and faith. We can take that
is difficult to ascertain exactly had finally, in 1951, resolved togave them the intuition that thesame kind of action on May 3. We
how many members practiced atledicate his or her entire life todirect path to shattering theircan say, “This May 3, | will dedi-
that time, only 3,080 memberskosen-rufu. Each had awakenetinding karma lay in devoting cate my entire life to kosen-rufu.”
signed the petition supportingto a great mission as a Bodhitheir lives to faith while sur-  InhisLectures onthe “Expe-

Our single-minded determina-
tion for kosen-rufu, and that
alone, creates the “time.” “That
time” is when we set our lives in
motion, when we stand up of our
own volition and by our own will
and strength. “That time” is
when we summon forth strong
faith and take our place on the
grand stage of kosen-rufu.
“Goethe writes, ‘The moment
alone is decisive; fixes the life of
man, and his future destiny set-
tles. ‘That time’ is the moment
you resolve from the depths of
your heart: ‘Now | will stand up
and fight! From that instant your
destiny changes. Your life devel-
ops. History begins. (vol. 1, p. 33)

Let's begin a tremendous his-

Josei Toda as the second presidesaittva of the Earth and had anounting their troubles” (p. 10). dient Means” and “Life Span” tory for ourselves, for America
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;Por Qué es Que
Nunca Eschuchan?!?

Por SALLY MARKS McKEE condiciones de vida y a sus Quizds mis
MESA, ARIZ., CORRESPONSAL padres_ .~
Las dos palabras que comien- ninas no me
iNUNCA me escuchas! Un mo-zan con “c” vienen a la mente escuchan a
mento después se cierra l@omo posibles soluciones para .
puerta de golpe. Un adolescentesto — cantar (entonar) mi porque
frustrado sale volando y caedaimoku y comunicacién. Pro- )
sobre la cama. Solloza sobre ldablemente podemos decir que Yo no tas
almohada. la mayoria de nosotros que eschucho a
Este escenario familiar esleemos un periodico budista

representado en cientos de hasabemos cdmo entonar daimoku ellas.
gares a través de los Estados cOmo encontrar a alguien que “ \ l \\\
Unidos, quizas hasta del mundonos ayudar a aprender. Sin em- \\ \ l \ W

Y aun dentro de SGI-USA, enbargo, ¢cuantos de nosotros
donde los padres se encuentrarealmente sabemos cémo co-
trabajando incansablementanunicarnos efectivamente?
para crear una sociedad pacifica, Para mi, la parte de la comusupuesto, de vez en cuando nmis palabras y me enviaban ummejor escuchante y madre, los
existe a menudo una zona deicacion que incluye hablar, hija mayor, Alicia, me daba unrechazo de vuelta a mi patioefectos de esa causa cambiaron
guerra entre los padres y sugredicar, regafar y culpar siemcodazo en las costillas. Mi hijaEsta fue una batalla cabal, y jlata manera en que nos comuni-
hijos adolescentes. pre ha sido facil. Yo aprendi amenor, Brittany, disfruté dan- nifias tenian juventud y fuerzacamos. No siempre estamos de
¢ Coémo podrian los padresablar a una temprana edad, ole puntapiés a mi vejigavital de SU parte! acuerdo en las cosas, pero nos
construir un puente para cerrapractiqué mi destreza por largocomo si fuera una pelota de fat- “¢Por qué es que mis nifias n@scuchamos mejor unas a las
esa brecha y establecer una cdiempo, arduamente y a menudobol. Sin embargo, en la mayorpueden escucharme?” Me poniatras y tratamos de comprender
existencia pacifica con su hijo o(Hasta hablaba dormida.) parte mis hijas fetales es-a reflexionar mientras tratabaos puntos de vista de cada una.
hija adolescente? Irbnicamente, Esperaba tener hijos paraucharon obedientemente.  desesperadamente de respiralo siempre es un paraiso en
durante los dias mas exaspergoder tener una audiencia cau- Tomo tiempo para que mi es-Boink! Se me prendié el foconuestra casa, pero ya que las
dos de la vida, muchos padresiva. Antes de que mis hijastilo de comunicacién cambiara.(exactamente como en las cariineas de comunicacién se han
(incluyéndome a mi) piensannacieran, pensé en lo que le¥o pensé que la comunicaciércaturas; fue muy bueno) —abierto, muchas menos puertas
que seria mas facil entonaipodria decir. Mientras estabarera como un partido de tenis. Yaausa y efecto. Causa y efecto— y corazones — se nos estan
daimoku y llevar paz a Somaliaen el Utero, mantenia alegresanzaba una orden o consej@uizas mis nifias no me es<errando de golpe.
gue vivir en un hogar tranquiloconversaciones con ellassobre mi cabeza y la enviabauchanamiporque yono las es-
en donde resida un adolescenté@quéllos fueron los tiempossobre la red a mis hijos, es-cucho a ellas. (Traduccion deWorld Tribune,
Sin duda, los adolescentes sierbuenos del pasado — nunca mperando ganar puntos. En lugar Cuando empecé a entonaBO de enero, 1998.)
ten lo mismo en cuanto a sugontestaron de vuelta. Oh, pode ello, mis nifias se oponian aaimoku para llegar a ser un@or Jeannette Garafalo, Miami.

;Deberiamos Entonar Daimoku
por la Felicidad de Nikken?

Por GREG MARTIN v Este cambio interno en nues<¢luyendo a Hei no Saemon, quien El Daishonin a menudo por ciento en una manera tan
VINE tra vida se refleja en nuestrarato de ejecutarlo— diciendo quecitaba a Chang-an, el sucesor deegativa? Para contestar esta
DE ESTUDIO DE LA SGI-USA comportamiento. Nuestra ac-era por causa de ellos que él poFien-t'ai, como este decia “si pregunta, primero tenemos que

cion hacia esa persona en udria lograr la Budeidad. Esto esino se hace amigo de otra perdarnos cuenta de que el mal del
P: ;Deberiamos entonar daihivel fundamental entonces seonsistente con no echarle laculpaona, pero carece la compasiégue hablamos respecto al com-
moku por la felicidad de Nikken? convierte en un cambio en nuesa nuestro medio ambiente y orade corregirla, uno es, de hechoportamiento malicioso de
Mis lideres muchas veces me hatro medio ambiente. Parece queor la felicidad de nuestros enesu enemigo. Pero una personblikken es muy diferente al mal
dicho que orara por la felicidadla otra persona ha cambiado —migos, apreciando el papel qugue amonesta y corrige a urdel comportamiento malicioso
de las personas que me causan di-el o ella lo han hecho, pero erellos juegan para empujarno®fensor es un -oyente de vocesde una persona comin. Mien-
ficultades. ¢Deberiamos hacerespuesta a un cambio interndacia el logro de la Budeidad. quien defiende las ensefianzasas que el comportamiento de
esto también por Nikken? en nuestra propia vida. Al mismo tiempo, sin em- del Buda, un verdadero dis-una persona comun afecta a un
Lo que es mas importantebargo, el Daishonin era muy es€ipulo del Buda” The Major nimero limitado de personas, el
R: Anteriormente, también comprender es que la oracidrricto con sus enemigos, espeWritings of Nichiren Daishonin comportamiento de Nikken, sus
hemos recibido esa guia muchasin accién no es suficiente. Lacialmente con los sacerdotewol. 2 [segunda edicion], pag.acciones para destruir el Bud-

veces. De hecho, es muy efectivaoracion compasiva y la accidnherejes, diciendo que ellos ded86). ismo del Daishonin, pueden
Lo que ocurre cuandocon valientia — es la férmulaberian de sertemidos y ahuyen- Entonces, ¢,qué es de Nikkenafectar el destino de toda la hu-
oramos por la felicidad de unapara el cambio. tados, denunciados y refutadosl hombre que esta dispuesto mmanidad — aln a generaciones

persona que nos causa difucul- Esto es consistente con las adNichiren Daishonin decia quehacer cualquier cosa para imfuturas.

tades en nuestra vida es queiones de Nichiren Daishonin, lasellos eran sacerdotes queedir el movimiento de kosen- El mal de Nikken radica en
nuestra propia condicion de vidacuales podemos leer en sus cartamrcieron la Ley y traicionaron arufu de la SGI? ¢Deberiamosina dimension diferente a un
se eleva. Y empezamos a sentlPor ejemplo, él expresd aprelos creyentes laicos para su proerar por la felicidad de un hom-

compasion por esa persona. ciacion por sus enemigos — in-pio bien. bre quien esta funcionando cien  por ravor vea PREGUNTA, 15
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Por HO GOKU SERIE DE ENSAYOS DEL PRESIDENTE DE LA SGI |KEDA con lo que avizoro para la prox-

ima década, pondria:

Un nuevo afio. El sol de un -
grandioso y excelso estado de ENOVA-CION Hasta los setenta afiosEl es-
ser se eleva alto. tablecimiento de los princip-

En el segundo dia de este Afi( ios de un nuevo humanismo.
Nuevo, celebro el inicio del “Afio Hasta los ochentas afiosta
de la victoria del pueblo” con mis COTIDIANA terminacion de los cimientos
queridos y muy apreciados com: para el kosen-rufu del mundo.
pafieros miembros, en el Centrc
en Memoria del Presidente Maki-

guchi de Tokio. Este dia cumplo
setenta afios. He recibido saludo

A partir de ese momento, de
acuerdo con la Ley Misticay la
naturaleza de la vida expuesta en

y congratulaciones de amigos el Budismo, que es imperece-
miembros de todo el mundo. Me . L. deray no tiene edad, estoy deci-
abruman tantas atenciones, per Reflexiones sobre La nueva revolucion humana. dido a asumir el liderazgo del
me siento muy feliz. kosen-rufu por toda la eternidad.

El 2 de enero es también laNichiren Daishonin. fancia como hijo de un hu- Simimaestro viviera, pronto  Cuando tenia mas de setenta
fecha de publicacion del primer Cuando mis fuerzas cedian milde cosechador de algaumpliria noventa y ocho afiosafios, Goethe escribié en un
volumen delLa Nueva Revolu- porladebilidady el agotamiento, marinas. Estoy convencido de que he popoema:

cion Humangen japonés). Es- el sefior Toda me decia: “Estas liHasta los veinte aflosMi des- dido festejar mi septuagésimo
pero que su contenido les brinddrando una batalla contralos tres pertar y milucha contra la en-aniversario, porque el sefiortoda “Dinos: ¢ Como te arreglas

algun aliento. Deseo agradeceobstaculosy los cuatro demonios. fermedad. compartio una partede sufuerza  para estar siempre nuevo?”

la colaboracion de todas aqueltleva todo tu dolor y tu sufrim- Hasta los treinta afiosEstudio  vital conmigo. Pues es cosa sencilla;

las personas que hicieron posiiento directamente al Gohonzon y practica del Budismo, y es- Victor Hugo empez6 a es- también esta a tu

ble esta obra, y extender estg lucha para vencer los obstacu- fuerzosintensos para derrotacribir su gran novel@uatre- alcance;

sentimiento de gratitud a mislos.” También me aconsejaba: a los demonios del padecvingt-treize(noventa y tres,)  Basta con que en lo grande

lectores. “Vive tu vida y forja tu fe de  imiento fisico. cuando tenia setenta afios. Mas  pongas tu atencion.
modo tal que puedas encontrar lélasta los cuarenta afiosPer- o0menos aesaedad, Le6n Tolstoi Lo grande es siempre

D muerte con dignidad y compos- feccionar mi estudio y prac-empezo6 a dedicar sus energiasa  fresco, vital, vivificante,

tura, cuando éstallegue.” Suvoz, tica de las ensefianzas deu obra maestrResurreccion. En tanto que lo nimio nos
Exactamente un mes antes dia voz de un padre estricto pero Nichiren Daishonin. Poco después de cumplir los se- achica y nos hiela.
cumplir treinta, escribi en lacarifioso honrré las mismisimasHasta los cincuenta afios: tenta, el presidente fundador de
emotiva intimidad de mi diario: profundidades de mi ser. Enotra Hacer una clara mani-la Soka Gakkai Tsunesaburo Mividaes unagrandiosa jor-

“No concibo otra vida que nooportunidad, me dijo: “iTe entre-  festacion a la sociedad. Makiguchi empez6 a publicar elnada del kosen-rufu. Delante de
sea esta dedicada a trabajagaré mi vida! jVive en mi lugar, Hasta los setenta afioscom- periédicoKachi SozgCreacion mi, veo los picos de la cadena
avanzar y luchar con todas misive mucho!” pletar los cimientos para elde valor,) y abrié el camino paramontafiosa repleta de esperanza
fuerzas al lado del presidente movimiento del kosen-rufu una nueva batalla; difundir ladel siglo XXI.

Toda. He llegado a comprender D en el Japoén. grandiosidad de las ensefianzas La expresion “tercera etapa de
que soy quien soy gracias a mi del Daishonin esgrimiendo ella vida” es sindnimo de “tercera
mentor.” Ese halito de vida penetr6 en Pero mi diario no dice nadaarma de la palabra. juventud.” Una antigua maxima

Era joven, pero tan enfermo,mi; cambié el derrotero de misobre lo que ocurririadespuésde Ahora, con Ho Goku como chinainsta: “Renuevese cadadia.”
que los doctores habian pronosdestino, venci alos demonios déos sesenta. Jamas pensé queeuddnimo, me estoy dedicando Prometo solemnemente, con
ticado que tal vez no llegaria da enfermedad y llegué a losviviria méas alld de esa edad. a escribir el octavo volumen dela mas firme determinacion, “es-
los treinta. Mi mentor mostro treinta afos. Exultante, registré A proposito, en el otofio deLa Nueva Revolucién Humanaforzarme con valor y vigor otra
mas preocupacion por mi queen mi diario como habia pasadanis cincuentay siete afios-poco®ronto se reanudaré la publivez, este afio. WT]
ninguna otra persona; continuccada década de mi existencimeses antes de cumplir cin-cacion por entregas en&tikyo
guiandome y alentandome corhasta ese momento, y cualesuentay ocho, la edad que tenighimbun.
misericordia y severidad. Pasélaneaba que fueran mis metasl sefior Toda cuando fallecio- Si quisiera dejar en el papelCortesia de I&8GI Newsletter.

mis dias y mis noches en unan el futuro. me enfermé y fui hospitalizado.un testimonio de lo que he lo-(De la edicion del 4 de enero de
incesante y exigente contienda, grado desde que cumpli 1051998 delSeikyo Shimbunel
para propagar el Budismo deHasta los diez aflosUna in- D sesenta hasta el presente, junfeeriédico de la Soka Gakkai.)

;Cudles son los actos fundamentales de un comportamiento misericordioso?

PREGUNTA, DESDE PAG. 14 herente en la vida."The Major para proteger a nuestros hijos @ad de los miembros — tanto ercuando el Budismo de Nichiren
Writings of Nichiren Daishonin detener al vendedor de drogasel presente como en el futuro —Daishonin prevalezca, sola-
mal secular sumal es el maximovol. 3, pag. 305.) Podriamos comenzar con oraque el distorsionado intento ymente cuando las fuerzas del

mal que solamente nuestra Estar conciente de estociones respecto a la situaciénlas ensefianzas de Nikken seaBuda triunfen, es que Nikken
Budeidad puede derrotar. Renaturalmente nos conducird @ero, mas importante aungexpuestas por lo que son. Refutendra la oportunidad de reflex-
specto a esto, el Daishonin depreguntarnos qué podemosiuestra compasion nos lleva dar las ensefianzas de Nikken jonar sobre su vida. Y sélo esa
clara en “Carta desde Sado,”hacer para proteger el Budismalecir lo que tenemos que decipedir por su renuncia consti-auto-reflexién lo podra llevar al
“Cuando un gobernante per-del Daishonin. Como budistas,y hacer lo necesario para protetuyen los actos fundamentalezamino hacia su felicidad. Esto
verso trata de destruir el Budsabemos que tenemos quger anuestros hijos. La oraciérde un comportamiento miseri-es orar con la mas profunda
ismo Verdadero, en connivencigdomar accién rigurosa para desola no es suficiente. Debemosordioso y estan en concordaneompasion.

con sacerdotes heréticos, yener cualquier acto que trataomar accién valiente, basadaia con las palabras y las en-

pierde para siempre a un sabide destruir la felicidad de lasen nuestra compasion por otrasefianzas del Daishonin.

venerable, los que tengan umpersonas — no podemos solapersonas también. Dicho de otra forma, sefialar(World Tribune 6 de febrero de
corazén de ledn obtendran lanente invocar daimoku sin  Es lo mismo en la situacionlos errores de Nikken es real1998, pag. 7)

Budeidad con toda certeza, tatomar accion. Por ejemplo, sicon Nikken. Meramente orandomente la Unica forma para que él

como lo hizo Nichiren.”lfos un vendedor de drogas estfor su felicidad sin una clarapueda llegar a ser feliz. Man-

Principales Escritos de tratando de venderle drogas @omprension sobre su natutenerse callado con respecto a

Nichiren Daishoninvol. 1, p4g. nuestros hijos, nosotros no soralezay funcién y sin una detersu destructividad solo sirve par - .

35)! Esta es la verdadera practamente entonamos daimokuminacion de tomar accion, enbloquear cualquier oportunidad -Los Principales Escritos de
. . : . Nichiren Daishonin —Este libro
tica del Sutra del Loto, la “es-por lafelicidad del vendedor derealidad, no estamos comprengue le queda para ser feliz. Y eg'|a traduccion d&he Major
pada afilada que puede separairogas. Hacemos lo que debediendo su verdadero sentido. carece en compasion. Writings of Nichiren Daishonin,
la obscuridad fundamental in-mos hacer; tomamos medidas Esta claro que, para la felici- Al fin y al cabo, solamente vol 1. Porla SGI de la Argentina.
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out and study very deeply the
natural results of normal pro-
cesses — how people interact
with one another and with the
objects in their environment. |
use the processes observed in
these interactions as the core of
my design. This is different than
focusing on the end product.

SF: What were you trying to
communicate through the Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt Memorial?

LH: | was trying to show that
FDR was a humanist in the
purest sense. He was working to
enhance people’s lives instead
of trying to make them fitinto a
mold. During the period he was
president, he changed the whole
attitude of what the government
should be for people. He com-
pletely shifted government’s
role into one that served the peo-
ple, and he was interested in
people as individuals, not
: T 3 - groups. | wanted to help people
LotBEe@e o vDOG edseReguRlBBo S, : realize that our culture was
CRceener-eor Ges @@ - - @EREF oW threatened by sheer evil during
those years. The war and de-
pression were very difficult and
hurtful. But the struggle was
necessary for growth. | wanted
to link it together by the words
FDR used through radio. He
talked to the people personally,
not in broad, generalized terms.
& 'ﬁ : He talked tome personally. It
Cclls - fa % was not abstract.

If there is a thread that runs through his creativity, Lawrence Halprin says, ‘it is that I want these places that I create to help people live long, enriched lives.

SF: In experiencing the FDR
Memorial, all my senses were

Transcending Boundaries 5

LH: Orchestrating that was dif-

Environmental designer Lawrence Halprin creates spaces that enrich people’s lives. He studies ‘how  ficult. Part of it was helped by
how | selected the various

people interact with one another and with the objects in their environment, he says. ‘I use the artists. | chose artists who res-
. . . ] onated with the same point of
processes observed in these interactions as the core of my design/ view toward the project. | felt
there was a harmony between
By STEVE A. FURMAN He works on a huge and di-how people tend to gravitate toin space, that take up spaceys. | selected them for their nat-
CHICAGO CORRESPONDENT verse scale ranging from rapidme when they have a need fowhile landscape is more caveural approach to the project, and
Lawrence Halprin, born in  transit systems and civic redeveldesign in their environment. Ilike. Like walking around how their expression meshed
Brooklyn, N.Y., in 1916, is opment projects to inner-city like to take on things that are im-within a space. with mine. The memorial is a
one of the most celebrated parks and private gardens.portanton a public levelto large piece of sculpture that people can
environmental designers Among his works are the Seanumbers of people. | prefer pro-SF: At what pointin the creative walk around in. | think it's the

because he has transcended Ranch on California’s Central jects that have the potential tgprocess do you begin to thinkmost complete and most inte-
the boundaries traditionally  Coast that blends town-planningenrich people’s lives, or whereabout the people who will expe-grated work of art I've ever done.
imposed in his field. Mr. principles with a sensitive rural people express a desire to relatéence your work? It stands on its own as unique. Es-
Halprin's work strikes a landscape design; Seattle’s Freeto their surroundings. | think sentially it's about growth and
delicate, yet powerful balanceway Park, an inspired remaking ofof myself more as rearrangingLH: From the very beginning. | change choreographed through
between community and afreeway into recreational space;things for them in order to observe very carefully the leveltime. It goes on and beyond.
nature by designing spaces and most recently the Franklinmake their lives more fulfill- of quality required, and how the

that function ecologically for Delano Roosevelt Memorial ining. project can improve the lives of SF: Is there a prime point or
the good of people. He Washington, D.C. people. Then | do it. The chal-thread that runs through your
literally creates environments SF: What's the distinction be- lenge is not to simply use naturatreativity?

through his art, engaging the SF: How do you decide which tween landscape and architecmaterials, but use them, or a

participant by applying a projects to take on? ture? form of them, in a natural way. LH: If there is a thread, it is that
sensorial and compassionate It has everything to do with peo-I want these places that | create
design on conventional urban LH: Most of them come to me LH: There isn’t one, really. Ar- ple, not just inert materialsto help people live long and en-
landscape. because of my behavior. Someehitecture tends to make objectplaced in space. | try to figureriched lives. Wl
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