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Los Angeles youth hosted amajor summer fest1val in August 1995.

Major Festivals Announced for 1998

Ithough specific dates

and locations of planned
activities are not yet avail-
able, 1998 is shaping up to bg
an exciting year of landmark
events.

Next June, the Chicago
Grand Music Festival will
celebrate the theme “A Sym-
phony of the People.”

In Los Angeles, planning
is under way for the Global
Family Festival, slated for i
March, which will mark the " "
fifth anniversary of SGI Pres- =
ident Ikeda’s poem “The Sunjj b
of JiyuOver a New Land.”

Both events were an-
nounced at the recent Centraf g
Executive Committee meet- Ml '
ing in Florida. i In1995, Chlcago hostedaU S—]apanYouth Culture Festival.

Gosho Study Schedule for 1998

The following is the Study De- Gosho,p. 59; MW-2 [2nd ed.],
partment’s bimonthly study ma-187-88; March 199&.iving

September/October
“A Letter of Condolence”

terial for 1998. Buddhism (Learning From the Goshq.
154; Gosho Zenshu,pp.
January/February May/June 1567-68; September 1998/-
“The Opening of the Eyes” “Letter to Ko-ama Gozen” ing Buddhism
part 1 (earning From the part 1 (earning From the
Goshgq p. 49;The Major Writ- Gosho,p. 95; MW-4, 139-40;
ings of Nichiren Daishonirvol. May 1998Living Buddhism November/December

2[2nd ed.], pp. 186-87; January
1998Living Buddhism

“The Ultimate Teaching Af

July/August firmed by All Buddhas of Pas
“Letter to Ko-ama Gozen” Present and Futureléarning
March/April part 2 (earning From the From the Goshg. 178;Gosho
“The Opening of the Eyes” Goshop. 107; MW-4, 140-43; Zenshupp. 563-64; Novembe
part 2 (earning From the July 1998Living Buddhism 1998Living Buddhism
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Individual
Happiness,
Youth and
Family To Be
Focus in 98

Three activity guidelines for
1998 are outlined in the
following excerpts from General
Director Zaitsu's speech to the
Central Executive Committee,
Dec. 4, at the Florida Nature
and Culture Center. Mr. Zaitsu
related 10 visions he has for the
ideal organization in 2001
(please see box, p. 5). While all
10 visions need to be
continually addressed for the
next four years, he urged that in
1998 the SGI-USA concentrate
on three specific areas, devising
new plans in these areas based
on prayer. These guidelines
were later adopted by the SGI-
USA Council.

n 1998 — the Year of Victory
of the People for the New
Century — the SGI-USA
will focus on three major
areas: supporting members’
quests for happiness, nurturing
youth and strengthening families.

Happy Members

When we talk about support-
ing members’ quests for happi-
ness, whatdo we really mean? We
want to help the members show
clear actual proof of their faith,
carry out activities with convic-
tion, strongly grasp Buddhist
principles and be able to share
these concepts with others. SGI
President Ikeda has said: “When
we have absolute confidence that
we can definitely overcome any
and all sufferings through faith in
the Gohonzon, our lives are
bathed in the light of boundless
hope, and limitless strength wells
forth. This is the strongest and
most secure way of life.”

For members to achieve this
state of life, they need to have a
solid practice of the basics: abun-
dant daimoku, consistent practice
of gongyo, the spirit to learn, and
a spontaneous joy to share the
power of faith in the Daishonin’s
Buddhism. Other important
points include having the type of
faith that continually challenges
specific goals, having a seeking

PLEASE SEE GUIDELINES, 4
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Do you feel you follow SGI President Ikeda’s
guidance in all aspects of your life?

Members of San Diego Joint Territory respond:

Until | gave it some thought, | might have
said no. President lkeda is a remarkab
individual for whom I have the utmost re+
spectand admiration. | feel this guidanc
is his sincere effort to help us achieve ol
human revolution. Although sometimes
it's not easy, | find it helps me every morn
ing to first chant to stay focused on m
purpose in life, which is to be a positive influence regardle
of the circumstance.... | do try to implement his guidance
my life.

—CHERI McIVER, Poway, Calif.

I don’t feel that | actually follow his guid-
ance in all areas of my life. That's why
practice and chant and study, so | ca
bring his guidance into my life. | think that
most of us are not perfect people. That
why we strive to follow his guidance. No,
| don't follow his guidance in all areas of
my life — but | want to.

— VANESSA EAGLE, San Diego

cause | want to be happy. Then | can e
courage others. If I'm grumpy, then |
can’t encourage people.

— TOMEE MOSHER, San Diego

I've been practicing since 1980, but sinc
joining a study committee, my whole fam
ily, who practices, has noticed a disting
difference in me. | attribute this to Presi
dent lkeda’s guidance about study. Te
Osaki, my first senior leader, used to car
around Gosho passages on index cardg
his pocket. He told me to study 20 min
utes a day, no matter what. President Ikeda talks about le
ers for the 21st century. | need to read his guidance with

life, so | can develop a more profound understanding of it.
don’t want to become a leader who regurgitates guidance.

— ANDY MARCOS, Mission Beach, Calif.

Absolutely. Organizationally | try to
think, would President Ikeda be happy o
sad with what I've done? Toward tha
end, in my home and community, | try t
use this as my goal. | may not reach i
but I try.... In the areas that | don't, | try

4 to see my weak points and overcom
them. | want to support President Ikeda, so I'm trying to d
velop my practice more and more every day.
— JOE FIROVED, Santa Ana, Calif.

If you have suggested questions for our “Voices” column
please send them to the address in the box at right.
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| follow President Ikeda’s guidance bet
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Beyond the Usual
ew ways of thinking aren’t

N renge-kyo was the direct path to
easy to come by. But Gen-

enlightenment — but it was an
eral Director Zaitsu recently idea completely rooted in the
said new thinking is exactly Lotus Sutra. When the Daisho-
what the SGI-USA needs. “Itis not enough to sinmin said that all people could become Buddhas, he
ply outline principles,” the general director toldshocked the Japanese people, especially his
the Central Executive Committee. “I feel we neepiriestly peers, but all he was saying was the same
to move beyond the usual to new ways of thinkhing Shakyamuni had said thousands of years
ing, fresh ideas, clear definitions and renewed dgreviously.
termination and prayer.” Of course, introducing new thinking often
Going beyond the usual — that’s a great chagoes hand in hand with doing away with old
lenge, but if the SGI-USA is going to make itshinking. When Nichiren Daishonin introduced
10 new visions (see p. 5) into 10 realities, nelNam-myoho-renge-kyo, he at the same time de-
thinking is essential. Many of the leaders gatmounced the old thinking of the Nembutsu, Zen,
ered at the FNCC for the committee meetin§hingon and Ritsu sects. Although an idea isn’t
said that the SGI-USA is headed in the right dbad just because it’s old, there may be many old
rection, and that eventually we’ll get there. Butleas in our organization we want to change. We
ssif we want to get there by 2001, they said, weay even feel like taking a chain saw to them
inneed lots of new ideas. and cutting a new trail through the woods.
It's important in this regard to consider wher&Vatching old ideas topple over, after all, is
the best new thinking comes from — it seems spmetimes a lot of fun.
be found in our philosophical roots. Nichiren Dai- But we shouldn’t damage the roots. The ideas
shonin writes in the Gosho: “When a tree has beeray be old, but we have to respect their roots and
transplanted, though fierce winds may blow, it wilall the sincere effort that went into developing
not topple if it has a firm stake to hold it up. Buthem. Their intent, too, was to help people be-
even atree that has grown up in place may fall ovme happier — this intent has remained con-
if its roots are weak”The Major Writings of stant throughout our organization’s history.
Nichiren Daishoninvol. 6, p. 109). Without concentrating on and protecting our
In this next stage of the SGI-USA's history, thehilosophical roots, nothing new will grow.
new ideas that will stand the test of time are suf@/ithout wood, the fire will burn out,” Nichiren
to come from those who rack their brains abowohce wrote. “Without earth, plants cannot grow”
the intent behind the 10 visions. Their intent is pe(MW-1, 217).
haps best expressed by the first vision, that Over the next four years through 2001, our 10
members will be happyll the roots for new visions for the organization will be a tremendous
thinking are there in the 10 visions and their pusource from which new thinking will appear. The
pose to help people become happier. more we can understand the purpose behind the
Nichiren Daishonin understood this principlevisions and find practical applications of them, the
of roots better than anyone. In 1253, he intr@loser we are to making the SGI-USA into the or-
duced a new idea — that chanting Nam-myohganization we know it can be. i
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Correction:

In “No Laptops Allowed” (Nov. 28Vorld Tribung, alook at SGI-USA activities in the Caribbear
the caption for the center photograph should have been captioned, “Cora Christenson ad
members at a meeting on St. Croix.” We apologize for any confusion.
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The Leap of Faith Debate

In response to the letters in the OctWatld Tribuneon Steve
Piontek’s mentor—disciple essay (Sep\i#1d Tribung, | dis-

agree with Mr. McCloskey’s assertion that the decision to t5

a mentor doesn't take a leap of faith but is a choice made.

“With our eyes wide open” —yes, itis true that it is a conscig
and even thoughtful decision. However, to limit it to the prere

uisite of being based totally on knowledge and reason disco
the huge number of people who truly are unsure yet are willin

take that leap of faith based on intuition, sense and feeling. T

would exclude many people and make our movement a small

clusive group, much as in Shakyamuni's early teachings. O
those with tremendous knowledge and rational ability — the
of the two vehicles of Learning and Realization — were then s

to be capable of being disciples of the World Honored One.
Nichiren Daishonin says, “The Gohonzon is found in fai
alone” (The Major Writings of Nichiren Daishonimol. 1, p.

213).... Itis the heart, not the brain, that moves the disciple

is those many crucial moments when the disciple resolves
may hot make sense to me, but | trust my mentor and there
will follow.”

Now don'’t mistake this for blind trust. What | mean is th

superior wisdom of the Gohonzon, the Buddha, the mentor,
comes from substituting faith for (common mortal) wisdom. T
wisdom of the heart and not the brain. Yes, we do not follow
mentor if “he goes against the Buddha’s Law and propou
his own views” (from Nikko Shonin’s admonition about whe

mentor? He/she would know everything already.
— MARC GINSBURG, Staten Island, N.Y.

whether embracing a mentor is a leap of faith or a deliberate
To me, it's a mix of the two.... Not only that, we repeat a patt
of taking a leap of faith followed by deliberately deepening
commitment throughout the mentor—disciple relationship.

Disciples come with varying degrees of skepticism. Th
(partially) the reason why Shakyamuni tells the story of the
cellent physician....

Physicianrefers to the Buddh&hildrenrefers to mortals.
The story opens with the children having taken poison by
take and writhing in agony. That's a reference to common m
tals who suffer from their delusions and are unhappy.

The physician mixes up a marvelous antidote to the childr
poison.... Some of the children take itimmediately and get
right away. That's a reference to those of us who embrace
Buddha’s teachings and get happy. The remainder, becaus
poison has deeply entered their minds,...cannot embrace fai

The physician goes away and sends a messenger home
ing to the children that the good doctor is dead. Fearing that
is the last chance to get well, even the most delirious child t
the medicine and is cured.

Many of us tend to be self-satisfied and don't search fo

ation to psychology and religion....

Being a disciple is serious business; it requires attenti
effort, and a great deal of time, not to mention a lot of self-d
covery, which can be unpleasant at times. Let's face it, m
people are unwilling to fully invest in being a disciple for fe
of not having a life of their own. Still, if a teacher looks ev
remotely promising, some of us will take a chance, timidly
first. Thatto me is the leap of faith. Later, if the teaching pro
its efficacy, we change from skeptical followers to faithf
ones. That is the deliberate act....

— SEWARD HUNG, New York

Reinventing the Holidays

goddess Lakshimi of the Hinduglittering decorations;
religion, is enjoyed by all, no magical lights, treats
matter what their beliefs. Theor gifts. This is also
same goes for Phagwa, wher¢he case in
colored water is sprayed all ovetthe Hindu celebration
the participants. Hosey, the MusDivali, where chil-
rowing up in Puerto Rico, lim festival where elaboratedren receive gifts,
Christmas was a grandiose€floats are paraded down theand gardens are
uscelebration. Not just Christmasstreets and dumped into thedecorated with tiny
g- day, but the whole month of De-ocean, is a favorite of all Trinida- little oil lamps
untsember was devoted to preparadians. The Trinidad Carnival, fa-called dejas
§ tations and festivities. Then, atthemous all over the world, wasarranged in

[habeginning of January, we hadoriginally a pagan festival, andelaborate pat
exNew Year's Day followed by the everyone participates. terns. The cele-
nlyDay of the Three Kings. It was In Trinidad, a holiday is a bration of Hanuk-
ema time for good deeds, givingholiday to be celebrated re-kah also involvesandles
aidand thinking about others. twasgardless of your religion. and gifts for children.
also a time to show your appre-Trinidad is a living example of  If we can find the com-
h ciation for those who had beenSGI President Ikeda’s words: mon denominator in all the var-
good to you. ious cultural celebrations
2, |t | remember trays of  True cultural exchanges en-throughout the world, these spe-
delicacies and baskets courage mutual respect amongial times can become the
of fruit and treats  peoples of different races and‘bridges which link human
arriving at our cultural backgrounds and cre-hearts and pave the road for the
home from peo-  ate bonds of peace among th@dvance of kosen-rufuBud-
ple expressing hearts of human beings88id- dhism in Actionvol. 7, p. 130).
their apprecia-  dhism in Actionvol. 7, p. 364) New Year's Eve, or Old
tion for my Year’s Night as it is known in
parents. We  So, when | became a Bud-Trinidad, is a good time to

would also re- dhist, | decided it was time tolook back on our lives and
ceive many reinvent Christmas. | got rid of make determinations for our

[\

(%)

By CUQUI APONTE BONNELL

MIAMI

ke

— OTT=

beautiful the angel on top of my tree anduture. New Year's resolutions

e”; cards. On replaced it with a big red star. lare our determinations for
¢ Christmas  made decorations with origamiself-improvement.

morning, and fruit, and | bought cards This is also a good time to

the children would with uncompromising artwork get in touch with old friends
wake up to a huge, and a message of peace oand express appreciation. This
decorated tree with happy holidays. | made away, we make the holiday a
what seemed like Christmas wreath with gold Buddhist experience.
thousands of wrappedspray-painted lotus pods, and Incidentally, | put my angel
gifts below it. We visited we even tried changing theback onthe top of my tree when
's grandparents, aunts, uncles andiords to the Christmas carols! found ancient Persian paint-
x-cousins, delivering and receiv-Nevertheless, we continuedngs of angels and realized that
ing presents. It was a magicatelebrating the holiday with they are not just a Christian in-
time. family and friends. vention but a universal depic-
is- When | had a family of my  The magic of Christmas is intion of positive energies or
or-own, | tried very hard to pre-the spirit of the people. At thisshoten zenjin (protective
serve that same magic for myspecial time it is acceptable to bdorces). | make my own holiday
n’sfour boys (in spite of the com- sentimental cards now, with Buddhist guid-
ellmercialism that had seepedabout ance included, and | still use
thénto the holidays by then). We my gold lotus pods to decorate
theere living in Trinidad and To- my tree and my wreath.
h..bago, and the Christmas cele- For me, this will always be a
sdyration there was just as pas- good time to remember Presi-
hisionate. Everybody re-painted dent Ikeda’s words:
kesheir homes, made new cur-
tains for the occasion and dec-
r aorated their homes to the max.

acg.
m
ur

As far as our daily lives are
concerned, we must treat our
friends with great respect, re-
gardless of whether they share
our faith or not. Buddhism in
nChristmas fete. Christmas Evefo be joyous Action, vol. 7, p. 130)
is-Christmas Day, Boxing Day and happy. Itis atime to share and
ostand New Year's were enthusi-give, to be generous, compas- Because so many of us have
r astically celebrated. sionate and kind. All this is very come to this Buddhism from
n All Trinidadians celebrate a compatible with Buddhism. In other faiths, it is comforting to
at variety of religious holidays with fact, as Buddhists we try to do thisknow that we can continue to
esequal devotion. Trinidad and To-every day of our lives, not justhonor our family traditions while
| bago has a very diverse populaduring the holidays. still practicing this great religion,
tion. Hindus, Muslims and Christmasisalso a celebratiorwhich embraces all cultures, so-
Christians live together peace-of childhood. We go to greatcieties and individuals.
fully in this small nation. Divali, lengths to make Christmas spe-

the festival of light, honoring the cial for all children, whetherwith  lllustrations by Cuqui Bonnell
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SGI-USA Activity Guldehnes for

1998

Photo by KIRK CONDYLES

GUIDELINES, FroM PAGE 1 comb through their calendars \

eliminating unnecessary meet: |
mind for guidance in faith, and aings and making as muchtime aj _ °
sense of personal responsibilitypossible available for one-to-ong |
for kosen-rufu. dialogue with the members.

What specific strategies can G
we use to accomplish this firste Propagation activities and 0
goal of happy members withseminars— It is suggested that
strong faith? local organizations develop activ-

Here are our national plans: ities specifically designed to in-

troduce new people to our orga
e Study — Since study is the nization and teach them thq
foundation of strong faith, andgreatness of the Daishonin’s Bud
hence our happiness, the Studghism. This is in addition to reg-
Department will play an impor- ular discussion meetings and th
tant role this year. The Study De4in-depth new members series th
partment has revised andStudy Departmentwill develop. It
strengthened its study programis also suggested that seminars ¢
By supporting this program, es-propagation be held in each are
pecially the Entrance Exam inwith the goal of helping people
April 1998, we can help ensurelearn how to share this Buddhisn
that our members grasp this prowith their friends.
found Buddhist philosophy.

The Study Department is also® Opportunities to teach —
looking into improving its study The best way to deepen our un
program in various ways, includ-derstanding about Buddhismis
ing developing new and betterteach others, and naturally, prop
study materials, such as booksagation allows us to do this. But i

Strengthening Families

The third area is strengthen-
ing the family. One fundamental
reason for faith is to create happy
families, which come in all
forms. A happy family is one in
which all the relationships are
based on love, respect and car-
ing. This caring is not limited to
just our own family but is spread
to others.

In those families with chil-
dren, parents who are showing
actual proof can surely raise their
children to be successorsin faith.
And certainly Gakkai activities
can play an important role in
making a happy family life.

Again, here are some of our
national plans:

e Publications — To support
this focus on the family, the Pub-
lications Department will in-
clude more materials on rela-
tionships and family in thé/orld
TribuneandLiving Buddhismit

pamphlets and CDs. Also, theis also suggested that each regicA national, four-divisional task force for nurturing youthful successors is  will also work toward other
Study Department wants to decreate further ways to get moreone of the specific plans the SGI-USA will implement in 1998. books to support families, such

velop alecturers training programpeople involved in giving various

as children’s books, a collection

and a more in-depth new memdypes of study presentations.  young people understand thenew initiatives are proposed:  of guidance on relationships and

bers series for people who have connection of faith to their lives

family, and volumes containing

decided to join the SGI-USA. e Studyingthetempleissue— and making the organization rel-e A national, four-divisional President Ikeda’s popular “Dis-
Temple issue study meetings arevant and appealing to them —tdask force — In 1998, the na- cussions on Youth.”

Also, each region and divisionencouraged on the grass-rootmake it “cool” or “awesome,” so

tional organization will form a

is asked to consider the following:level so that even the newest mento speak. It also means to helgask force to tackle the issue o Research committee—The
ber can understand and confiyouthincrease their commitmenthow best to nurture youth. Wenational organization will also

e A “calendar revolution” — dently share with others theand sense of mission, to tap theiplan to include people of all fourform a research committee, to
Person-to-person interaction is arssence of the issue. passion and creativity and to in-divisions as well as professionalsnclude professionals experi-
important way to help members crease theirinfluence throughoutn the fields dealing with youth, enced in family issues, to help
strengthen their basics of faith andNurturing Youth the organization. The idea is tosuch as teachers and counselorind ways to make our organiza-
practice. However, many times give hope to the youth, especially Some ideas they will con-tion more family friendly.

leaders are too busy in planning The second area of focus foteenagers, and helpthemincreasgder are: redefining the age

meetings and other administrativenext year is the developing andheir capability to contribute pos-

meetings. It is hoped that all re-nurturing of youth. This meansitively to our society.

range of the youth division; pro-  And the regions are asked to
grams to help older youth divi- consider:

gional and divisional leaders will many things, including helping  To further this end, severalsion members make the transi-

The Student Files

Name: Yan Er Ng

School:  Oklahoma State
University

Major: Management

City:  Stillwater, Okla.

feel that it is hard to study in the Unitednanagement — financial management,

States because of my English. | am n@hanagement information systems, humarj
as good as Americans. | have to put a lot 6ésources management, organization be
hard work into my studies. Furthermore, havior and English composition II. | always
suffer because my parents give me a lot chantalotwhen | face problems in my stud-
money for my studies. | also feel that theries. And when | feel down, | remember what
is discrimination in my classes between inklearned from the Fife and Drum Corps in
ternational students and Americans. my country. Then | decide | will not give up,

| am studying several subjects abound | try my best in my studies. Wil

tion to the men’s and women’s® Seminars— Family matters
divisions and for Boys and Girls can be some of the most difficult
Group graduates to enter the@o deal with. Therefore | urge
youth division; mentoring pro- that each region, using the talent
grams for young people; interesbf the members or friends of the
“clubs” for young people, to SGI, conduct seminars on vari-
which they can easily bring theirous issues related to the family.
friends and where they can make
new friends. e Family activities— As part
Once this task force isofthe calendar revolution men-
formed, we will welcome all tioned earlier, it is suggested
input and ideas. that each region plan monthly
activities that the whole family
e Increasedfour-divisionalin- can enjoy together. It is also
volvement— Please discuss thissuggested that you consider
thoroughly in each region and di-making significant days in our
vision. The men's and women'sreligion — such as Feb. 16,
division members are asked toApril 28 or Oct. 12 — tradi-
take an active role in raising youngional family celebrations.
people, including: supporting the
youth division’s effortstodevelop  These are some suggestions
youth leaders in the districts;and strategies to consider. We
home visits on youth; introducing hope that everyone will employ
young people to the practice; ennew ways of thinking, along
couraging youth to get involvedwith renewed determination and
in activities; and helping with prayer, to develop fresh ideas to
transportation to district andaccomplish these goals in your
youth activities. local organizations. I
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Ten Visions for a
Successfiul
Organization

o devise concrete plans for the SGI-USA toward 2001

General Director Zaitsu and representative nationa
leaders and Headquarters staff met for two days in ear
December. Asking themselves, “What would a successf
organization look and feel like?” this group identified sev-
eral visions or descriptions. (Please see “Strategic Pla|
ning” on this page for more details of this process.)

General Director Zaitsu introduced these visions at th
recent Central Executive Committee meeting, and they we
adopted as guidelines for the organization toward 2001. A
Mr. Zaitsu said: “These objectives are not listed in any orde
of importance, and they also overlap. For example, to d
velop youth, we need capable leaders. To meet the spiritd
needs of the American people, we need to be amodel of h
mony in diversity. Each one of these is equally important t
creating the kind of organization we all want.”

While these 10 form the overall vision toward 2001 anc
will each be worked on in each of the next four years, th
items inbold are the focus areas for 1998. (See “Individ-
ual Happiness...,” p. 1, for more details.)

1. Have happy members who
show clear proof of their faith,
carry out activities with con-
viction, strongly grasp Bud-
dhist principles, and can share

these concepts with others.

Be a member-centered
organization.

Be deeply rooted in the
community.

Be able to identify and meet the
spiritual and religious needs of
the American people.

Be a model of harmony in
diversity.

Develop and nurture young
people as successors.

Develop leaders who embody
the bodhisattva spirit and
behavior.

Help members embrace faith
to create happy families.

Gain greater public awareness
and respect.

10. Be financially sound.

Strategic Planning Sessions
Lead to a Clear Vision

By DAVE McNEILL

MANAGING EDITOR
Santa Monica, Callif., Dec. 11

that could stop us dead in thdion. “We should not merely use
water; and to develop a concretehis as a slogan, but rather think
plan of action and follow-up. ~ about how can we absorb these
, Imagine the year is 2001. Imag- Each person brought to theguidelines in our lives and share
| ine the SGI-USA has grown intotable his or her ideas, and fronthem with our members,” he told
ly an organization with 100,000 acthem 10 common visions (seethe regional leaders. “Now we
il tive members and some 1 millionaccompanying box) emergedmust go back and discuss how to
friends who support our ideals.Naturally, under each visionimplement these goals. As
n- Imagine, too, that we've successwere listed many subthemesNichiren Daishonin says, ‘What
fully neutralized in the United and many of the visions overlapmatters is one’s heart.’ As na-
e States the negative influence oBut the general feeling was thational leaders, our heartis so cru-
re Nikken and his distorted ideas. these 10 are the keys to creatingial in making these goals a real-
s TheMay3,2001,issue@ime an ideal organization. ity. This is most important.
r magazine has a cover story onthe Mr. Zaitsu emphasizedthatall “The best way to materialize
e- SGI-USA. What would the cover 10 are important, and that wethese guidelines is our practice
al say? What would the article saytheed to progress on all 10 frontsfor oneself and for others,” he
ar-\What would this successful orga-However, year by year, we wantcontinued. “Our spirit for prop-
0 nization look and feel like? Whatto place particular emphasis oragation is essential, and | am sure
would members and society bgustafew,” he said. “This does nothat if we, as leaders, have a
saying about our organization? mean the others are left out or forstrong determination, it will per-
This visionary exercise is ex-gotten. Rather, to make cleameate throughout the member-
actly what General Director Za-progress, | feel we need to focuship. As SGI President Ikeda has
itsu and a group of about 20 naen a few at time, putting most ofsaid many times, the SGl is the
tional leaders and Headquartersur thought and energy in themprganization o§hakubukuAnd
staff went through for two full while stilladvancing in all areas.” we must also take action by pro-
days before the latest Central Ex- (The three focal points this yearmoting our publications and
ecutive Committee meeting in—supporting people intheir questdinding ways to make our dis-
Florida. This strategic planningfor happiness, nurturing youth andrict meetings successful. Lead-
session, as it was called, had foustrengthening families — are de-ers should always think about
main points: to create a shared vitailed in the article on p. 1.) these points. These are ways not
sion; to identify long-range and Despite all the strategizing,only to help others, but also to
short-range objectives; to pin-however, Mr. Zaitsu made clearchange our karma and do human
point those strengths that can helthat everything comes down torevolution, overcoming prob-
us getthere and those weaknessesir determined prayer and aclems in our lives.” W]

|
e

TIE | Florida
i) Impressions

One of my best memories is of the last night of tk
conference (intended for longtime pioneer mer|
bers), when the Sunshine Cafeteria atthe FNCC was
tooned with balloons. Several people were called ug
the front and presented with beautiful orchid leis. | sg
General Director Zaitsu coming and went to thank hi
for this wonderful weekend and for his guidance a
speeches when he'd come to Philadelphia in the pa
told him they had meant a lot to me, since I'd only h
the Gohonzon one year, and that | felt honored to be
gether with the pioneer members. Hearing this, he loo}
at my name tag and ran off. | thought: “Now I've don
it. He's going to want to know what I'm doing here.” Sug
denly, Wendy Clark, SGI-USA women’s division chief
called me up to the front — and Mr. Zaitsu was a
nouncing that | was a new member, and he was prou
me and happy that | was there with all of them. Peo
applauded as | walked toward him, and he placed on
those orchid leis around my neck. “But I'm not a pid
neer,” | said. He put his hands on my shoulders and g
me a firm little shake, saying, “You are a future pioneg
— Sandi Drew Biron, Philadelphia
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RENEE BookER, CaLaBASAS, CALIF. surprise that | met all the qualifi-
cations. Right then | knew | had
to chant about it to see if it could

Toward a Contributive Life T s ot s

“Makiguchi asserted that the
Phowoby saFIvYa scocens  human being must progress from
0| a condition of dependence, to
self-reliance, and finally to a con-
tributive way of life. The mission
of SUA is to foster a steady
stream of global citizens com-
mitted to living a contributive
life.”

After the holidays, | reached
the assistant dean, who spoke
with me at length and patiently
answered my questions. With her
encouragement and lots of
daimoku to overcome my initial
insecurity, | began preparing the
Statement of Purpose for admis-
sion. It's the kind of thing you
stress over, because it's weighed
heavily inthe acceptance process.

One of the teachers at my job
acted as a positive force by vol-
unteering to edit my statement.
She helped me find the confi-
dence that | could make this
dream a reality.

: And she encouraged me to
Renee Booker’s journey out of virtual homelessness was paved with a passion to understand that her life and the Gohonzon are one. visit the SUA campus, so | went
to the town of Calabasas in the
n March 1997, | celebratedlifestyle. It seemed impossiblereading and understanding thaand | moved into a house oneébeautiful Santa Monica Moun-
my 11th year of practicing that this virtually homeless situ-deepening one’s faith leads tdlock from my new job at the tains, where the university is just
this Buddhism. In 1993, ation had become my life. Itfulfilling one’s dreams. | had no school. A year and a half later, la 10-minute drive from Malibu
after a job-related injury, | seemed like | was acting outidea how to deepen my faith,was still there — | had become @ébeaches and 45 minutes from
had the opportunity to completesomeone else’s misfortune. but with a pure seeking mind Imember of the faculty. downtown Los Angeles.
my bachelor’s degree with hopes Over seven months, | had eighthanted to do so. When | gotthere, | was warmly
of one day finding a career in eddifferent living arrangements. Then | read an excerpt from ith Sophia Group as thewelcomed and then met with the
ucation. But two years later, withAnd usually | had to bargain orthe bookUnlocking the Myster- starting point, my Bud- dean, Dr. Tomoko Takahashi. We
adegree in French from San Frartrade something in lieu of rent ories of Birth and Deatby Presi- dhist study really took off. | be- exchanged photographs — hers
cisco State University, | was un-some portion of it. dent Ikeda, in which he writes thatcame one of five members whoof previous SUA students and
employed and my savings were Despite everything, | chantedthe Gohonzon is the crystallizapresented the youth divi- mine of my adorable first graders
rapidly disappearing. | mistook ato encourage the members anton of the Mystic Law (Nam- sion-sponsored Gosho lectureat Head-Royce School. Instead of
relaxed attitude for confidencecontinued to home visit them.myoho-renge-kyo), as are ourfor the East Bay Headquartersan admissions interview, it felt
that | could resolve this situationFew people knew how severe myives. Also, | became a member oflike meeting with an old friend.
with the Gohonzon — before situation had become. | tried my | wondered, what on earththe Research Group, which Afterward, | was invited to
things reached a critical stage. best to hide it from my mother,does thatmean? As | chanted andoes preparatory research fojoin the students for lunch, thento

As a graduation present, avho had doubts about my SGlchanted to understand how tdGosho lecturers in the Baysitinonaclass. During the break,
friend in Denver sent me a plandJSA activities and faith in Bud- bring the Mystic Law out from Area. a student and | bicycled across
ticket to visit. During my stay, | dhism. | sustained hope by propwithin my life and how the Go- My focus has evolved from campus, so | could see the dorms.
convinced myself to move there.agating, chanting, doing activitieshonzon functions inside me, Ibeing self-centered into a desirdt was a very impressive break.
At the time, | couldn’t see that it and receiving guidance. could feel myself chanting with to do more for others. | want I'm overjoyed that | was ac-
was an emotional decision and Lastyear, | was invited to par-a different attitude. | realized thateverything | do to be a catalystcepted to Soka University! Also,
not at all based on faith or everticipate in the SGI-USA Sophiathere was a connection to baoward world peace. How do Il was awarded one of only two
common sense. Upon my returnGroup, a study activity for made, and | wanted to make it. develop my life, how do | con- full academic scholarships of-
| gave up my place and sold mostvomen. That was where | was One morning as | chantedtribute to world peace? fered by the school. | am now en-
of my belongings. inspired to chant with a deepemith this desire, | was distracted | thought about Presidentrolled in the master’s program of

Butthe move never happenedappreciation for my life. | began by the wind blowing outside my Ikeda, who has devoted his entiré&Second and Foreign Language
| was left without a place of my chanting to improve my study ofwindow. And as | looked out, | life to the happiness of others. IfEducation with an emphasis in
own and no income. Without Buddhism and to show brilliant was swept by the feeling thatl can learn from his example, IEnglish as a Second Language.
seeking wisdom from the Go-actual proof of happiness in mythere was no separation bethought, | can make a difference | am learning the methodolo-
honzon, | recklessly invested mylife. | wanted to enhance my pastween me and the wind, be-in my circle of society as he haggies and academic foundations of
remaining funds in a businesssion for kosen-rufu and to buildtween me and the world, be-in his. And so I'm learning what language teaching and learning,
venture. | was chanting for thea career in society that wouldtween me and the Gohonzon. It means to have a service menwhich include cross-cultural
success of my business but lackedontribute to humanistic educa-was surprised to feel, and actutality — not one of self-sacri- awareness.
experience, which contributed totion — education that would fos- ally believe, that my life and the fice. When | give to others, I re- During my development at
its failing. Gradually | lost the ter global citizens. This, | knew, Gohonzon were one. ceive the most. By embracingSUA, | intend to deepen my men-
motivation to push the products.was SGI President lkeda’'s InNovember, mywomen’sdi- President |keda’s dream fortor—disciple relationship with

| found a house-sitting dream, and continues to be myision district chief suggested Iworld peace, | find myself work- President Ikeda. My prayer to the
arrangement for six weeks, butetermination. apply for a temporary job ating to become the best | can beGohonzon is: What can | con-
after that, | lived with different ~ While studyingThe New Head-Royce School where shé his is my constant prayer. tribute as a global citizen? How
friends for what seemed like anHuman Revolutioralong with works. | was hired, and thatweek A year ago, | came across inan | contribute to world peace?
eternity, desperately struggling tathe women in the Sophia Group] also accepted two other tempoformation about graduate admis{ am grateful to the Gohonzon
geton my feet. Untilthen | had al-I experienced a dramatic changeary jobs doing Christmas retailsions qualifications for Soka Uni- and to my friends in faith for this
ways enjoyed a comfortablein my practice. | was inspired bysales. Two weeks later, a friendsersity of America. | recall my tremendous opportunity. [

- 4 o
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SAMPLE QUESTIONS
FOR THE

ENTRANCE-LEVEL

Next year marks a new
round of SGI-USA
Study Department

exams, beginning with [

the Entrance-level
Exam to be held April
19, 1998. Actual ques-
tions for the exam will
be based on the sampilg¢
guestions that follow.
These sample question
are provided for the
benefit of lecturers,

exam proctors and

those who will be tak- [S88

ing the exam.
The page numbers

that appear in paren- of Living Buddhism.
(The material pub-
lished inLiving Bud-
the reader to where thalhismis taken from
answer can be found irLearning From the
Gosho: The Eternal

theses at the end of
each guestion direct

the SGI-USA Study
Program Entrance-

Level Textbooknd the Daishonin,pp.

Nichiren Daishonin,
pp. 11-18, 56—78 and pected to consist of 25
83-115, and the pam- to 35 questions. We

The actual exam

phletQuestions and
Answers on the Templavill assist you in
Issue, ‘Introduction”
Teachings of Nichiren and questions 2 and 4.g¢xam.

guestions will be in a
multiple-choice for-
mat. Correct answers
then need only be se-
lected from among
several possibilities.
Therefore, this sample
test is more difficult
than the actual exam
will be. It is not neces-
sary to learn the Japan-
ese-language version of
terms or principles.
Also, of the ques-
tions in the following
pages, only 40 to 50
percent will appear on
the exam, which is ex-

hope this information

preparing for the

— The Study Department
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‘The Life of Q10: Q13: Q24:
Nichiren Daishonin’ To foster the faith of the disciples he Who did Nichiren Daishonin name as What attitude prevents us from experi-
was training at Mount Minobu, the Dai-his legitimate successor? encing “great joy” in our practice? (p.
from Living Buddhismpp. 14-35 shonin gave an important series of lec-(Living Buddhismp. 32) 22)
tures. What were these lectures on, and
under what name were they set down i@Q14: Questions 25-26 are based on
Q1: writing by Nikko Shonin? Why did five of the six senior priests the following passage:
What was the practice that Nichiren  (Living Buddhismpp. 24-27) abandon the Daishonin’s teachings
Daishonin proclaimed on April after he died?L(ving It [the Jomyo Sutra] further states that if
28, 12537 Buddhismp. 34) the minds of the people are impure, their
(Living Buddhismp. 15) land is also impure, but if their minds are
Q15: pure, so is their land. There are not two
Q2: What slanderous acts lands, pure or impure in themselves. The
Describe the significance of did the five senior difference lies solely in the good or evil
the Tatsunokuchi Persecution priests commit?L{v- of our minds. (MW-1, 4)

in terms of Nichiren Daisho- ing Buddhismp. 34)

nin’s identity. Q25:
(Living Buddhismpp. 17-18) Q16: What Buddbhist principle is illustrated
Why did Nikko by this passage? (pp. 26—-27)

Shonin leave Mount
Minobu and establish Q26:
Taiseki-ji temple near What does “the good and evil of our

Q3:
After the attempt to execute
Nichiren Daishonin at Tatsu-

nokuchi proved unsuccessful, | the foot of Mount minds” mean? (p. 25)
he was exiled to a cold and for- %" Fuji? Living Bud-
bidding place that he was not - dhism p. 34) Q27:

expected to return from. What Where is the Buddha land? (p. 25)

was this place? y = — L {1
(Living Buddhismpp. 18-19) Photos by KINGMOND YounG  \\/hat was Nikko Q28:
Shonin’s purpose in  In the principle of “the mutually inclu-
Q4: writing “The Twenty-  sive relationship between life and all
What did the Daishonin teach six Admonitions”? phenomena” what dodife represent?
his disciples in response to (Living Buddhismp. (pp. 18-20)
their discouragement over his 35)
exile? Q29:
(Living Buddhismpp. 18-19) In the principle of “the mutually inclu-
sive relationship between life and all
Q5: e LW IETLILTE phenomena” what dogdhenomena
During the Sado Exile, the LG ELTT I  represent? (pp. 18-20)
Daishonin completed the theo-
retical foundation of his teach- from SGI-USA Study Q30:
ings. What two works written Program Entrance- According to Nichiren Daishonin, what
during this period established Level Textbook, beliefs constitute inferior teachings? (p.
the theoretical framework for pp. 6-31 21)
his inscription of the object of
worship? Q18: Q31:
(Living Buddhismp. 21) How do the Daisho- ~ When would chanting Nam-myoho-
nin’s teachings about renge-kyo still be considered practicing
Q6: the Mystic Law differ  provisional teachings? (p. 20)
Nichiren Daishonin repeatedly from the views of
stated in his writings that a most other religions? Q32:
Buddha is what? (p. 10) The Daishonin teaches us that when
(Living Buddhismp. 18) chanting to the Gohonzon we should
Q19: “summon up deep conviction that
Q7: What does it mean to 7 (p. 23)

After what event did Nichiren
Daishonin start inscribing the
Gohonzon?

(Living Buddhismp. 23)

“perceive the nature of
your own life"? (p. 21) Q33:

What action of Buddhist practice does
Q20: the Daishonin compare to polishing a
What is the Daishonin mirror? (p. 29)
trying to illustrate by
using the analogy of a Q34:
myoho-renge-kyo” and poor man counting his According to this letter, what is “the di-
“Nichiren” on the Gohonzon # neighbor’s wealth day rect path to enlightenment”? (p. 9)
indicates what principle? and night? (p. 21)
(Living Buddhismp. 23)

Q8:
The inscription of “Nam-

Qi1: Q21:
Q9: In what way did the behavior of the ~ What attitude will lead us to feel that ‘The Real Asnect
Following a Chinese proverb that Daishonin’s followers after the perse- our practice is an “endless, painful aus of the Gohonzon’
says if one’s warnings go unheeded cutions surrounding Tatsunokuchi and terity”? (p. 23)
three times by the sovereign, one  the Sado Exile differ from their behav- from SGI-USA Study Program En-
should leave the country, the Daisho-ior following the Atsuhara Persecution?@22: trance-Level Textbookp. 32-53
nin retired to Mount Minobu and pre- (Living Buddhismp. 29) What constitutes the attitudes of non-Bud-
pared for the great task of eternaliz- dhists according to this letter? (pp. 22-23Ruestions 33-36 are based on
ing his Buddhism. Retirement did not@12: the following passage:
mean a life of leisure for the Daisho- What activity by Nichiren Daishonin’s Q23:
nin. What three things did he do at  followers caused the authorities to per-What does this letter emphasize as a Never seek this Gohonzon outside your-
this time? secute them? key element in our Buddhist practice?  self. The Gohonzon exists only within
(Living Buddhismp. 25) (Living Buddhismp. 27) (p. 23) the mortal flesh of us ordinary people
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who embrace the Lotus Sutra and chantnent parts of that principle)? (p. 38) Q@52: in passivity and unquestioning obedi-
Nam-myoho-renge-kyo. The body is the How does the phrase “Happy and at  ence from believers?
palace of the ninth consciousness, the ease” relate to our lives? (Living Buddhismp. 36)
unchanging reality which reigns over all (Living Buddhismp. 9)
life's functions.... The Gohonzon is ‘Happiness in Q60:
found in faith alone. As the sutra states, This World’ Q53: What passage from the Lotus Sutra re-
“Only with faith can one enter Buddha- What does it mean to be a Buddha of garding persecutions applies directly to
hood.” (MW-1, 213) from Living Buddhismpp. 7-13 absolute freedom? the SGI?
(Living Buddhismp. 10) (Living Buddhismp. 36)
Q35: Q45:
What is Nichiren Daishonin urging us How can we elevate our inner life- Q54: Q61:
to seek within our own lives? (p. 39) condition? What does achieving “peace and secu-How does Buddhism characterize op-
(Living Buddhismp. 7) rity” mean? position by authority?
Q36: (Living Buddhismp. 11) (Living Buddhismp. 37)
What is the meaning of the
passage “The body is the Phoo by KIRK CONDYLES QG 2s

palace of the ninth conscious-
ness, the unchanging reality
which reigns over all life’s
functions™? (p. 42)

What is the meaning of obsta-
cles to our Buddhist movement?
(Living Buddhismpp. 36—37)

Q63:

What does opposition from the
priesthood mean to the SGI?
(Living Buddhismpp. 37-38)

Q37:

In this letter, Nichiren Daisho-
nin refers to the Gohonzon as
“perfectly endowed.” Why are
the other Buddhist objects of
worship incomplete compared
to the Gohonzon? (pp. 43-44)

Questions 64-66 are
based on question 2:

Q38:

No one has unwavering faith
from the outset. How can we
define faith at the beginning of
our practice? (p. 49)

“Why is it important to know
about the temple issue?”

Q64:

How can we benefit by under-
standing the temple issue?
Q39: (Living Buddhismp. 38)
When we chant daimoku to
the Gohonzon we experience
the interaction of the four
powers. Two of the four pow-
ers are 1) the power of the
Buddha and 2) the power of

Q65:

What is meant by “correct
faith™?

(Living Buddhismp. 38)

the Law. How can we activate Q66:
the power of the Buddha and the powe@46: Q55: In terms of the future, why is it impor-
of the Law in our own lives? (p. 41)  Why is it important to elevate our inner What is the Buddhist understanding of tant to understand the temple issue?
life-condition? “life’s hardships™? (Living Buddhismp. 38)
Q40: (Living Buddhismpp. 7-8) (Living Buddhismpp. 12-13)
Shakyamuni’s disciple Shariputra was
considered to be the “foremost in wis- Q47: Q56: Questions 67-70 are based on
dom,” yet even he could not attain en- Why does Nichiren Daishonin state thatVhy does Nichiren Daishonin tell question 4:
lightenment through his wisdom. How “There is no greater happiness for Shijo Kingo to “strengthen your faith
did he attain enlightenment? (p. 46) human beings than chanting Nam- more than ever”? “What is the real difference between
myoho-renge-kyo”? (Living Buddhismp. 13) the temple and the SGI?”
Q41: (Living Buddhismpp. 7-8)
Even though doubts are natural and un- Q57: Q67:
avoidable, it is important to strive for Q48: What is the meaning of Nichiren Dai- What is Nichiren Shoshu’s position on
doubt-free faith. Instead of worrying or What enables us to experience the “joyshonin’s advice to Shijo Kingo to “just the equality between lay members and
tormenting ourselves, what should we derived from the Law”? chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, and priests? I(iving Buddhismp. 39)
do when we have feelings of doubt or (Living Buddhismpp. 8-9) when you drink sake, stay at home with
insincerity in our practice? (p. 51) your wife"? (Living Buddhismp. 12) Q68:
Q49: How does Nichiren Shoshu’s view of
Q42: How is “joy derived from the Law” Q58: the Gohonzon contradict Nichiren Dai-
What two actions express faith in different from the “joy derived from  What is the purpose of our practice of shonin’s view?
Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism? (pp. desires"? faith? (Living Buddhismp. 7) (Living Buddhismp. 40)
51-52) (Living Buddhismpp. 8-9)
Q69:
Q43: Q50: e XL TR L WG ESVZEY ] Nichiren Daishonin clearly states what
What point is the Daishonin trying to  Why is attributing the cause of our hap S LRI ] J Y EX T it means to receive the heritage or-
teach us in this writing through the ex- piness or unhappiness to someone else lifeblood of faith. How is Nichiren
amples of the Emperor of Han and Li contradictory to the teaching of the Shoshu’s view different from the view
Kuang? (pp. 51-52) Lotus Sutra? Questions 59-63 are based on of the Daishonin?
(Living Buddhismp. 9) the “Introduction”: (Living Buddhismpp. 40-41)
Q44:
Down the center of the Gohonzon, in- @51z from Living Buddhismpp. 36—-41 Q70:
scribed in Chinese characters, are the Practicing with what determination in How does Nichiren Shoshu and the SGI
words “Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, our Buddhist practice contributes to the@59: differ in action and commitment to
Nichiren.” What Buddhist principle development of our state of life? What is it about the nature of Bud- kosen-rufu?

does this indicate (include the compo- (Living Buddhismpp. 8-9) dhism that challenges those interested(Living Buddhismp. 41) W]
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Study New SGI-USA Study
Resources Department Curriculum

he following is the revised SGI-USA study curriculum for each level from 1998 through
2001. The page numbers listed indicate the material from which the exam questions will be
The study material derived. The December 198i%ing Buddhisnfpp. 7-43) and th8GI-USA Study Program En-

trance-Level Textboatomprise all the necessary material for the Entrance Exam.
for the Elementary

TUDY
SGI-USA > Exam (to be held on | | ENTRANCE-LEVEL

PROGRBM April 19, 1998) can The Entrance Exam will be held on April 19, 1998; in spring 1999; in spring 2000; and in spring
. 2001. Any SGI-USA member who has no Study Department position is eligible to take this exam.
ENTRANCE‘LEm be found in the&sGl-
K 1. SGI-USA Study Program Entrance-Level Textbook
TEXTBOO USA StUdy Program * “On Attaining Buddhahood” (pp. 6—12; 20—29)
Entrance-Level Text- * “The Real Aspect of the Gohonzon” (pp. 32-43; 47-52)

bookand the De- 2. Learning From the Gosho: The Eternal Teachings of Nichiren Daishonin
cember 1997 issue * “Happiness in This World” (pp. 223-246)

f Livina B hism. 3. The Life of Nichiren Daishonin
0 9 Lfdd S « Nichiren Daishonin’s life (pp. 11-18; 56—78; 83—115)
(The material pub-

. R 4.Questions and Answers on the Temple Issue
lished inLiving Bud- « “Introduction”; question No. 2; question No. 4 (pp. 4-6; 9-10; 13-16)

dhismis taken from
Learning From the
Gosho: The Eternal

ELEMENTARY -L EVEL

The Elementary Exam will be held in October 1998 and in the fall of 2000.

; 1. SGI-USA Study Program Elementary-Level Textbook
Te_ac_hmgs qf ) « “Letter to the Brothers” (pp. 6—13; 22-5; 31-51; 57-61; 67—74; 80—84; 89-104)
Nichiren Daishonin, « “The Person and the Law” (pp. 107-127)

op 233-47The Life « A life-moment possesses 3,000 realms (pp. 128-160)

ichi i _ 2. Learning From the Gosho: The Eternal Teachings of Nichiren Daishonin
O_f Nichiren Daisho * “One Essential Phrase,” parts 1 and 2 (pp. 73-94)
nin, pp. 11-18, ) _
3.Volume 1 ofiLectures on the “Expedient Means” and “Life Span” Chapters of the Lotus Sutra
56-78 and 83-115, - The “Expedient Means” chapter (pp. 5-43; 53-83; 133-140)
—=7 7 and the pamphlet

Lﬁawmc #Ro’m ~ | Questions and An-

o ~ | swers onthe Temple
THeEreanar - Issue, ‘ntroduc-
e i-wy ’ tion” and questions 1. SGI-USA Study Program Intermediate- Level Textbook
: _:Ts[f?*,ct*.'.!.\._GS - i'» 2 and 4) q « “Rissho Ankoku Ron” (pp. 75-136)

ST DA DR | an _

-H“lkﬂi Ale DN[& 2. Learning From the Gosho: The Eternal Teachings of Nichiren Daishonin

e i Tt el <L « “The Opening of the Eyegjarts 1 and 2op. 49-72)
= B DAISAKU TKiDA=—

4. Questions and Answers on the Temple Issue

I NTERMEDIATE -L EVEL

The Intermediate Exam will be held in the fall of 1999.

3.Volumes 2, 3lectures on the “Expedient Means” and “Life Span” Chapters of the Lotus Sutra
« The “Life Span” chapter (specific sections to be decided)

4. Questions and Answers on the Temple Issue
ADVANCED-LEVEL

The Advanced Exam will be held in fall 2001.

(QQUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
ON THE : 1. Selected Lectures on the Gosho

* “The True Entity of Life” (pp. 3—24; 30—38; 58—70; 87—-89)

« “Heritage of the Ultimate Law” (pp. 95-109; 121-123; 150-155; 169-172; 192—-195)

« “The True Object of Worship” (pp. 203—223; 240-281)

TemPLE ISSUE

2.“Dialogue on the Lotus Sutra” series
« Specific sections for the exam will be decided in the future (please begin studying the se-
ries, which began in the April 19%eikyo Timeand continues ihiving Buddhism

3. Questions and Answers on the Temple Issue W}
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STUDY

APPLYING
NICHIREN
DAISHONIN'S
WRITINGS TO
DAILY LIFE

SIGN
POSTS

Buddhism
From the Heart

SGI-USA YOUTH DIVISION STUDY COMMITTEE

Others read the Lotus Sutra
with their mouths alone,
reading only the words, but do
not read it with their hearts.
And even if they read it with
their hearts, they do not read it
with their actions. Praiseworthy
indeed are those like you who
read the sutra with both body
and mind! (The Major Writings
of Nichiren Daishonin vol. 5, p.
127)

uring the holiday season, | al{

ways spend time with my fam-|
ily and friends who do not practice
this Buddhism. | want to show proof
to them of this practice and ofte
find myself focusing on material
proof — a great job or relationship
or financial security.

Butwhat | sometimes do not focu
onis simply how I treat people. | nee
to really understand and show evi
dence of this practice with my whole
life. This is what | feel Nichiren Dai-
shonin is stressing in this passage.

Like many people, | was travel-
ing on the Thanksgiving holiday.
As | traveled back on Sunday after-
noon, | found myself surrounded in
a busy airport by travelers anxious
to get home. What | observed was
that in their haste, they were treat-
ing each other badly.

As | was waiting in line for my
seat assignment, the woman in fro
of me, who had been late and missed
her plane, was yelling at the reser-
vation agent, angry that there wer|
no seats available on the busiest
travel day of the year. As | watche
her, | realized how counterproduc
tive her treatment of the agent was.
Her abuse of him certainly did no
motivate him to help or respect her.

T

Stuby PERSPECTIVES ON THE DEATH PENALTY

Human Revolution Means All of Us

By MARK KAPLAN

SAN FRANCISCO CORRESPONDENT

ious to the proceedings, on some sention describes the interconnectedness and
conscious level, he deeply regretted whatterdependence of all life, continuous
he had done. He might not have even beener past, present and future. We are urged
uring the Timothy McVeigh trial, | able to verbalize this regret, but | couldn’to understand that it is impossible to found
heard something on the radio thahelp feeling that there was a tremendouasting prosperity on the suffering of oth-
made me reconsider my whole view oénergy in that regret, which, if handlecers.” By acknowledging our connected-
the death penalty. People who knew Timeorrectly, could create in- ness and helping another
othy were testifying, and at one point, &redible value. do his or her human rev-

neighbor said: “ knew him pretty well. | In every defeat lie the Good and olution, we end up grow-
liked him.” And then, “I can’t believe he seeds of victory. Bud- . . ing and developing our-
could have done a thing like this.” At thatdhism embraces the con- evil...are relative selves. This is the
point, Timothy covered his mouth andceptthatfromthe muddy concepts. It Buddhist teaching that if
began crying. swamp blooms the lotus . we light a lamp for an-
This interaction made me realize twdlower. Our mistakes cre- cannot be said other, our own way will
things. First, | was reminded how impor-ate the energy and insighi  that a be lit.
tant is our respect for one another. | askddr our greatest growth. ticul. On the other hand, |
myself, if Timothy had felt a little more love  But in our society we parucuiar am not advocating le-
or respect from the people around hintend to want to Whiteout  person is niency or tolerance. As
would things have turned out differently?every negative experience intrinsicall Bryan Wilson says in a
People are not absolutely good or evibr event. And to start all y dialogue with President
As SGI President Ikeda says in his “Diover again in a clean, good or Ikeda on this subject:
alogue on the Lotus Sutra” “Good ancthlorinated pool. Such an intrinsicall “There may be times
evil are not substances. They are relativatitude doesn't allow ei- y when the question we
concepts. Therefore it cannot be said thétter the criminal or soci-  evil. face is not life versus
a particular person is intrinsically goodety to grapple with the sit- X death, but whose life and
— SGI President Ikeda

or intrinsically evil.” And as Nichiren uation. It puts the problem whose death. If thatis an
Daishonin says, “Even a heartless villaioutside ourselves. Kill effective choice, then |
loves his wife and children. He too has ¢his person and be done should like to choose life
portion of the bodhisattva world withinwith it — we have a clean sheet of papeor the innocent.” As long as the inno-
him” (The Major Writings of Nichiren once again. cent are protected, | think we are wast-
Daishonin vol. 1, p. 53). Essentially we  Butas much as we'd like to believe thisng a tremendous opportunity for human
are all mixtures of the same things.  is possible, this person is a part of our s@evolution — both for the individual and

Second, and more important, | felt thatiety. President Ikeda explains that “thsociety — when we institute the death
as much as Timothy appeared to be obliBuddhist principle of dependent originapenalty. Wl

To Kill the Will To Kill

By PATRICIA FORD

KANSAS CITY, MO., CORRESPONDENT

Changing Worldhis dialogue with soci- try create by killing people? These are
ologist Dr. Bryan Wilson. Here he placeserious questions, especially when we
valuing life above valuing crime preven-consider that we as citizens comprise the
I n the Lotus Sutra, Shakyamuni detion, saying that “life must not be ma-state — it's our karma, too. Ultimately,
clares that life is the most valuablenipulated as a means to an end, even thengeance based on governmental law
jewel in the universe. Nichiren Daisho-admirable one of restraining crime.” In{eaves too much room for error. It is not
nin also says: “Life is the most preciousleed, despite the use of the death penattye Buddhist way of solving the crime
of all treasures. Even one extra day of lifen many states, some statistics show thptoblem.
is worth more than ten millionyo of crime has not significantly decreased to Our emotions about murder are un-
gold” (MW-1, 230). With the recent deathjustify the death penalty. derstandable. At times we may feel such
sentence of Timothy McVeigh, capital President lkeda also discusses wittemorse or anger that capital punishment
punishment and this related philosophi®r. Wilson the lost chance for a crimi-for certain crimes, such as the Oklahoma
issue of the value of life are once againal to feel remorse for the crime he o€ity bombing, seems deserved. Butin the
being discussed. she has committed. Buddhism teacheand, the taking of life, even when sanc-
What is the Buddhist view of the deaththat the only way to cure society’s ills igioned by the government, only continues
penalty? IrChoose Lifethe dialogue be- for individuals to do human revolutionthe cycle of killing. Itis a grave cause and

| was as exhausted and anxious as tween SGI President Ikeda and historiaand change their karma. In killing someereates more negative karma.

anyone, but when it was my turn,
greeted the agent with a big smil
and thanked him for his help. H
looked so happy to be treated hu-
manely. It was a simple action, bu
through it, | am confident that |
touched his life positively.

As we approach the sometime
stressful holiday season, | a
going to focus on my interaction
with others. In this way | hope to
show Buddhism, as Nichiren Dai
shonin stresses, with my heart and
actions.

Arnold Toynbee, the sanctity of humarone who has committed murder, we To oppose the death penalty of course
life is discussed. President lkeda advdeave no chance for this person toloes not mean to advocate letting the
cates a criminal justice system that vakhange his or her karma, no chance fauilty walk away. Life imprisonment is
ues life above everything else. him or her to “kill the will to kill,” as abetter alternative than taking criminals’
By having such a system, he says, tfehakyamuni put it. (Shakyamuni hadives —then they have the chance to think
Buddha nature inherent in everybeen asked which living beings could béong and hard about the mistakes they
human’s life is acknowledged. He exkilled and which could not.) Buddhisthave made.
plains that his reason “for insisting thathought implies that a person who has Every human being has a Buddha na-
the death penalty ought to be abolishedot killed the will to kill may just enter ture. Even a person who commits the
everywhere is based on Buddhist respettte next life and commit the same crimemost heinous crimes has the potential to
for the dignity of life.” If every person’s And on the other hand that even a musomeday reach Buddhahood. All people,
life were valued, then it follows thatderer can change his or her karma in this fact, are equal in the eyes of the Bud-
death would not be chosen as a meansldétime. dha. And as long as a person has this po-
punishment. Does the state become a murderer itential to change and create value, he or
President Ikeda also examines thself by imposing the death penaltyahe has the potential to contribute to so-
death penalty irHuman Values in a Whatkind of karma does a state or courtiety, to make a better world. W}
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Photo by GREGORY NAKASUJI to this fact. And needless to say,
this principle of cause and effect
has also been clearly verified in
the present day as well. Such in-
stances offer abundant proof of
the correctness of the SGI.

Hei no Saemon’s
Pitiful End

Hei no Saemon was the key
person behind the official perse-
cution of the Daishonin, ordering
first his execution and, when that
failed, his exile to Sado. What was
the fate of Hei no Saemon and his
family? When itwas discovered in
1293 that he and members of his
family were involved in a con-
spiracy against the government,
Hei no Saemon’s entire line was
consigned to oblivion. | have dis-
cussed this matter on other occa-
sions, but | hope that through re-
viewing it we can renew our
appreciation of the strictness of
victory and defeat in Buddhism.

Heino Saemon and his second
son, Sukemune, who were di-
rectly implicated in the conspir-

. ‘ acy, met a grim end by being be-
Since the days of my youth, my motto has been ‘The greater theneided a Hei no Saemon's

esidence in Kamakura — the

resistance waves meet, the stronger they become.’ This conviCtiORery piace where Heino Saemon
resonates at a fundamental level with the idea of challenge ande e s o
response, the theory of history espoused by the great British T onieincidentasfofous:
historian Arnold Toynbee. He maintained that a civilization would | e men of e ots scrar
continue to develop as long as people had the energy and vitality [dsione of fee Gonanson.

accept life’s inevitable problems and obstacles as challenges ang oo ocomrsnary on the

respond to them by growing stronger themselves. N GLaoom17om) Prtests
— Daisaku lkeda venerated as arestorer of the true

spirit of the Daishonin’s Bud-
dhism, discusses the matter in
greater detail, saying:

o Reflecting on these events, it is
e Strictness o clear 1o e that he reason why
Hei no Saemon was beheaded
PS was that [when he and his war-
riors stormed into the Daishonin’s
Victory and Defeat e
Tatsunokuchi Persecution] his
subordinate struck the founder
Nichiren in the face. And the rea-
SGI President lkeda sent the Shonin taught, you are couraverse. As an expression of my241). The Buddhist law of cause sonwhy his most beloved second
following message to the geously denouncing the malig-deep respect and gratitude foend effect is very strict. son [Sukemune], then lord of Awa
Yamanashi Prefecture Women'snant forces that seek to destrogach of you who possess such a In another Gosho, the Dai- Province, was beheaded was that
Division Leaders Meeting, at Buddhism. As aresult, the vigorprofound purpose, | will share ashonin declares that the acts of he [Hei no Saemon] tried to be-

the Yamanashi Culture Center and momentum of your activi- few words with you today. persecution against him will re-  head the founder Nichiren, who
in Kofu, Japan, Sept. 30. ties continue to grow, and your sult in severe retribution within  was born in Awa ProvinceF(ji
lives abound with inexhaustible History Bears Witness a period of “one hundred days Shugaku YoshiBelected Works
y sincere congrat- benefit and joy. after my exile or execution, and  of the Fuji School])

ulations to all of You who are spearheading Nichiren Daishonin writes, again on the first, third and sev-

you, the wonder- these noble endeavors on théin the Latter Day of the Law of enth anniversary [of the perse- Hei no Saemon’s eldest son,

ful women'’s divi- very forefront of our movement both Shakyamuni and the Bud-cution]” (MW-1, 177). And in Munetsuna, jealous of the fa-
sion members of Yamanashiare people of the loftiest mis-dhas before him, the rulers angerfect accord with the Daisho-voritism his father bestowed on
Prefecture! Yamanashi is lead-sion. Without question, you people who despised the votariesin’s prediction, the Kamakura his younger brother Sukemune,
ing the way for the rest of Japanenjoy the protection of all Bud- of the Lotus Sutra seemed to behogunate that had so harshlgecretly informed the authori-
Steadfastly dedicated to up-dhas and bodhisattvas throughfree from punishment at first, butpersecuted him fell to its ruin asties of the conspiracy, thereby
holding and proving the valid- out past, present and future, andventually they were all doomeda result of the two calamities ofsetting in motion a chain of
ity of the correct teaching just asof all Buddhist gods, the protec-to fall” (The Major Writings of internal strife and foreign inva-
Nichiren Daishonin and Nikko tive functions of the entire uni- Nichiren Daishoninvol. 1, p. sion. History bears clear witness  prLease see VICTORY, NEXT PAGE
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VICTORY, FROM PREVIOUS PAGE entirety; to the extent that theyto respond positively to chal- History’s Victors
have brought misery and pain tdenges, a civilization will begin
events that led to the destructiorothers, their lives will becometo decline.
of the entire clan. He himselffilled with misery and pain,and In the second volume of his“Doesn’t a fire burn more gods, the protective forces in
was sent into exile on Sado. they will plummet toward their epic work,A Study of History briskly whenlogs are added?..the universe, and victory in
On this point, Nichikan de- self-destruction. Dr. Toynbee explains this con-Were it not for the flowing our lives can only be gained
clares that the reason why | hope you will have a pro- cept by citing a passage fronrivers there would be no sea’y strengthening our faith
Munetsuna was exiled to Saddound awareness of the uncomGoethe’sFaust Faust declares (MW-1, 9). Just like these ex-and determination.
was that Hei no Saemon hadromising workings of the law to Mephistopheles, the devilamples, practitioners of the The second Soka Gakkai pres-
exiled the Daishonin to that is-of cause and effect, engraving ipersonified, and to the obstacledystic Law grow stronger and ident, Josei Toda, declares: “Those
land. He therefore concludesforever in your heart. he must fight against, “Shouldmore resilient with each ob-who malign the Soka Gakkai are
“These facts perfectly match ever | take ease upon a bed ddtacle they encounter. Thosenaligning a gathering of emis-
[the founder Nichiren’s pre- An Unchanging Rule leisure, / May that same momentvho advance with such vigorsaries of the Mystic Law. There-
diction of actual retribution mark my end!” (lines 1692-93). are history’s victors. Thosefore, they cannot possibly avoid
based on the law of cause and Since the days of my youth, The moment you assume thevho advance with such dy-incurring unequivocal retribution.
effect]. It is inconceivable, my motto has been “The greateattitude “There’s no need to con-namic energy are winners inYou should observe closely how
therefore, that those who comthe resistance waves meet, thenue making effort. | can just life. The important thing is to these people fare in the future. You
mit grave offenses can avoidstronger they become.” Thistake it easy and relax. | don’ttemper and forge oneself andshould also keep your eyes open
severe retribution.” conviction resonates at a fundaneed to expand my activities orto work to strengthen the SGI.for the great and wondrous bene-
Any act of persecution or ha-mental level with the idea of challenge myself any further” Nichiren Daishonin pro- fitthatthose who sincerely believe
rassment directed against thosehallenge and response, the the— from that instant — your claims, “So long as one main-in the Mystic Law receive Toda
who are exerting themselves tory of history espoused by thedownhill decline starts. tains firm faith, he is certain Josei ZenshyThe Collected
widely propagate the correctgreat British historian Arnold  Dr. Toynbee argues that thisto receive the great protec-Works of Josei Toda]).
teaching will, in the words of Toynbee. He maintained that as an unchanging rule of history.tion of the [Buddhist] gods” My dear friends of Ya-
the Lotus Sutra, “rebound uponcivilization would continue to This rule also holds true for in-(MW-3, 198). He is also say- manashi, | pray with all my heart
the originator” The Lotus develop as long as people hadividuals and for organizations.ing here in a sense, “Don’t de-that your lives will shine with
Sutrg p. 304). In other words, the energy and vitality to acceptNo matter how great the prob-pend on others!” He is urgingever-increasing good fortune
the destructive effects of sucHife’s inevitable problems and lems or obstacles that beset usjs to abandon the indulgentand benefit.
actions are sure to boomerangbstacles as challenges and résy challenging them and turningtendency to assume that Please take care! Let's meet
back to the perpetrators themspond to them by growingthem to our advantage, we casomeone will naturally pro- again soon.
selves. The suffering they causstronger. Conversely, when peobecome stronger and developect us or take our side. It is With best wishes,
others will return to them in its ple lose the energy and vitalityfurther. essential that we become Daisaku and Kaneko Ikedln

stronger ourselves. This pas-
sage attests to the fact that the
Nichiren Daishonin writes: protection of the Buddhist

Buddha: One who perceives the true na- gongyo meansto re- Nichiren Daishonin’s all phenomena or the activities of all liv-

ture of all life and leads others to at-
tain the same enlightenment. The
Buddha nature is inherent in all beings
and is characterized by the qualities of
wisdom, courage, compassion, spiri-
tual strength, hope and unshakable

cite the “Expedient
Means” (2nd) chap-
ter and the “Life Span of the Thus
Come One” (16th) chapter of the
Lotus Sutra and chant Nam-myoho-
renge-kyo in front of the Gohonzon.

Buddhism.

Latter Day of the Nichiren Daishonin (1222-82):The

Law: The period beginning 2,000 years
after Shakyamuni’'s death,h&n his

teachings lose their power and the
essence of the Lotus Sutra will be

ing beings.

Buddha of the Latter Day of the Law.
Daishoninliterally means “great sage’
and is used as an honorific title fg
Nichiren. He inscribed the Gohonzo

S =

happiness.
daimoku: Literally, “title.” Refers to the in-
vocation, or chanting, of Nam-myoho-

Gosho: Literally, “writing worthy of propagated.
great respect”: the writings of NichirenNam-myoho-renge-kyo:The fundamen- ~ myoho-renge-kyo as the universa
Daishonin. tal component of Buddhist practice, practice to attain Buddhahood.
renge-kyo. ichinen: Literally, “one mind.” The life- which expresses the ultimate truth oBhakyamuni: Also known as Siddhartha

Gohonzon: The embodiment of the moment, or ultimate reality, that is life and allows each individual totap his Gautama. The first historically recorde
law of Nam-myoho-renge-kyo and manifested at each moment in com- or her innate enlightened nature di- Buddha, he is the founder of Buddhis
the life of Nichiren Daishonin in  mon mortals. rectly. Although the deepest meaning o8oka Gakkai: Literally, “Society for the
the form of a mandalaHonzon karma: Sanskrit word meaning “ac- Nam-myoho-renge-kyo is revealed Creation ofValue.” The name of the lay
means “object of fundamental re- tion.” The life tendency or destiny that  only through the practice of chantingit, organization of Nichiren Daishonin’s
spect”;gomeans “worthy of honor.”  each individual creates through there is a literal definition for each of Buddhism.

The Gohonzontakes the form of a  thoughts, words and deeds. One’s ac- the component wordsiam(devotion) Soka Gakkai International (SGI): The
paper scroll inscribed with Chinese tionsinthe past have shaped one’s re- means to fuse one’s life with the uni- umbrella organization led by President
and two Sanskrit characters. To- ality at present, and actions in the pre- versal lawmyoho(Mystic Law) is the Daisaku Ikeda, which includes organi-
gether,these characters represent sent determine in turn one’s future. fundamental principle of the universe zations in 128 nations. It was estap
life in its highest condition: Bud-  This is the law of cause and effect at and its phenomenal manifestations; lished in 1975.
dhahood. “Nam-myoho-renge-kyo, work. renge(lotus flower) refers to the lotus, ten worlds: Potential conditions of life
Nichiren” is written down the cen- kosen-rufu: Literally, to “widely declare which blooms and seeds at the same inherentin each individual. They are:
ter of the Gohonzon. and spread (Buddhism).” To secure time, symbolizing the simultaneity of  Hell, Hunger, Animality, Anger, Hu-
gongyo:Literally, “assiduous practice.” lasting peace and happiness for all cause and effect; arid/o (sutra, or manity, Rapture, Learning, Realiza-
In Nichiren Daishonin’s Buddhism, humankind through the propagation of teaching of a Buddha) broadly indicates tion, Bodhisattva and Buddhahood

and established the invocation of Nam

> Q

Now Available in Six Languages

The pamphletQuestions and Answers on the Temple Isspavhich seeks to provide
succinct information on this important issue, is now available in six languages — Chine
English, Japanese, Korean, Spanish and Thai. It is available free of charge through
organization and can be downloaded from the SGI-USA web page (www.sgi-usa.org)
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THE THREAT FROM GLIMATE CHANG

Kyoto conference

SRR

28

S UMM LT

Kyoto, Japan
Who's attending: Negotiating iy
teams from 160 ccuntﬁes J ﬂ PAN

be held in Kyoto, Japan.

The largest gathering on the Seal o N
enviroment since the Rio of =\ S
Summit in 1992 will Japan: /. « &

It’s Up To
All of Us

= Kyo_tp: b By TERRY ELLIS
1.5 million Purpose: Agree on international MU ] CONTRIBUTING EDITOR
population;  plan to clean up Earth's A f
apans | atmosphere by limiting g7 f (0 e ost of the limelight at the climate conference in Kyoto last
oldest cities; reenhouse gas emissions ~ ;
southeast of 9 ga (Magano | week went to conflicts over who should be held respon-
Tokyo; was Issues: What emission v e sible for the Earth’s environmental ills. Developing coun-
nation's capital ~ limits will be and whether _/w;'m tries paired off against developed nations, environmen-
from 794- poorer nations Vi f talists against business interests. In the end, few people seemed to be
1868, site of need to help . U satisfied.
mﬁlgum -s;, S-Sk Global So where do we go from here? Many people both in the public and
Ty A% T :ch‘jf'r“ warming private sectors already have acknowledged the obvious: They can’trely
H i Kyushu SN Summit on international treaties and large-scale negotiations. And these people
East 18/ SoURGE: Word Book Encyciopedia. are moving voluntarily in their communities and businesses to make
China ..". World Factbook, news reports; changes, often in conjunction with non-profit and government agencies.
Sea 0" research by JUDY TREIBLE “There are significant programs that the Department of Energy and
11/24/97 Knight-Ridder Tribune/T, TSo|  the EPA already have in place that will be expanded to help meet these

commitments(to reduce greenhouse gas emissions) — government—pri-

vate partnerships,” said Amber Jones, with the media
arp protomory vavanaka — office of the DOE. These include research and cost-re-
ducing programs to promote solar roofs, alternate fuel
vehicles and energy-efficient buildings and appliances.
Arecent study by the DOE, Jones said, shows that busi-
nesses, industry and consumers over the long run will
save money by investing in energy-efficient, clean tech-
nology. And at the same time significantly reduce green-
house gases.

Businessmen like Richard A. Abdoo, chairman and
executive officer of Wisconsin Electric Power Com-
pany, already are proving that point. He has committed
his company to reducing greenhouse gases 16 percent
by the year 2000. His strategy includes technological im-
provements in both generating and distributing elec-
tricity, as well as waste-to-energy projects.

“One of my strongest beliefs is that you can do the right
thing, and do it cost effectively,” Abdoo said in an inter-
view for The Nature Conservancy. “We have to break out
of the old command-and-control regulatory paradigm.”

In addition to what he’s doing at home, Abdoo also
brought his company into the U.S. Initiative on Joint
Implementation, a volunteer program administered by
the federal government that helps companies invest in
international projects to reduce, avoid or capture car-
bon emissions. Twenty-four of these projects are now
in progress, but Abdoo was involved in one of the first
— the Rio Bravo Project in Belize. Developed by The
Nature Conservancy working with a local partner, Pro-
gramme for Belize, this project secured 14,400 acres
of threatened forests and funded a sustainable forestry
program. Wisconsin Electric Power, along with Cin-
ergy, PacificCorp, Utilitree and Detroit Edison, gave
$2.6 million to fund the project. The acreage is expected
to capture 3 million tons of atmospheric carbon diox-
ide over four decades.

Under the agreement in Kyoto, the United States can-
not use programs such as Rio Bravo to reach its new
14-year goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 7
percent from 1990 levels — that issue will be discussed
again next year at a conference in Argentina. But busi-
ness leaders like Abdoo, who grew up in the Great
Lakes region, aren't in it just to earn carbon credits.

“Depending on the season, I'm not just a chairman and

. - < : chief executive officer,” he said. “I'm also a fisherman, a
The environmental group Greenpeace places a dinosaur made from fossil fuel debris in front of the naturalist and a hiker.... When you grow up enjoying
conference hall of the U.N. global warming convention aimed at establishing legally binding cuts in clean air and water and the pristine beauty of nature, you
greenhouse gas emissions, Kyoto, Japan, Dec. 5. notice what happens when people don't protect i




